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Who Were Wygant and Ainsworth?
By Venus Edlin

Contributing Writer

Ex p l o r i n g  C o n c o r d i a , 
neig hbor s  or  v i s i tor s 
often come across juxta-

positions of new and old fixtures 
of the community. Wygant Street 
is the epitome of this contrast, 
named after an important figure 
in founding Portland’s railroads 
and featuring Happy Alley, an 
attraction started in the summer 
of 2025. 

Initially, Wygant Street was, 
like many Portland neighborhoods 
and streets, named in the mid to 
late 1800s, though it is difficult 
to pinpoint the exact date. The 
oldest record in the Portland City 
Records for Wygant Street dates 
back to March 9th, 1894 and 
establishes the grade of the then 
unimproved street. 

The street’s namesake comes 
from Theodore Wygant (1831-
1905), who emigrated from New 
York to Oregon City to start his 
steamboat empire in 1850. Wygant 
was on the board of directors of 
the Oregon Steam Nav igat ion 
Company (OSNC), which incorpo-
rated the Cascade Portage Railway 
Co. on June 28th, 1873. Eventually, 
the company was incorporated 
again into the more well known 
Oregon Railway & Nav igat ion 
Company (ORNC) on June 13th, 
1879 by financier Henry Villard. 

These railways helped establish 
key infrastructure of Portland that 
last today, so it is not surprising 
many local names commemo-
rate those who were prominent at 
the company. This also includes 

nearby NE Ainsworth St, named 
after Captain John C. Ainsworth 
(pictured on the cover) who served 
on the OSNC board at the same 
time as Wygant. In fact, both of 
their wives worked together to 

An aerial photo of Zone 38 from Dec. 31, 1925 depicts the Concordia neigh-
borhood prior to changes that came from displaced Portlanders and Albina 
residents relocating here and the redlining that followed. Around this time, 
many connecting streets in the area started to be paved. Photo from port-
landoregon.gov.

provide destitute women and chil-
dren temporary shelter through a 
First Presbyterian Church women’s 
society. 

Wygant died in 1905 f rom 
appendicitis and received promi-
nent obituaries in The Oregonian, 
Oregon City Courier and Portland 
Oregon Daily Journal. Wygant’s 
daughter, Nellie, married Martin 
Winch (1858-1915),  who a lso 
worked for ORNC. 

Wygant’s name was also used 
for a state park, and “land for 
Wygant State Natural Area was 
acquired between 1933 and 1978 
by purchase and gift,” according 
to Oregon State Parks. “The orig-
inal 251.50 acres were given by 
Simeon Reed Winch and his wife, 
Olivia, and mother, Nellie, in 1933 
in honor of Winch's grandparents, 
Theodore and Margaret Wygant.” 

Wygant’s legacy is also repre-
sented through Reed College, after 
his daughter and her husband 
helped establish Reed College, 
at the will of Amanda W. Reed, 
Winch’s Aunt.

Venus Edlin is a local 
writer and dancer 
that has lived in Port-
land for six years. 
They love gardening, 
horror movies and 
their cat Banshee.

Speaking of...
When the Path to Halloween was Rocky

By  Caprice Lawless 
Contributing Writer

I By early October 2009, I 
had lost two siblings in 
11 months. I had buried 

my younger sister and younger 
brother and sorted through all 
their belongings. My parents, who 
lived in a nearby city, were both 
terminally ill and frequently in the 
hospital. My only child was living 
on the other side of the country, 
enrolled in college. The economic 
crash of 2008 was just a year old. 
In it I had lost a good-paying job, 
along with my life savings in stocks. 
I could find work only as a part-
time, lowly paid, adjunct English 
professor. My home offered me 
little sanctuary or privacy, as I 
had to rent out the spare bedrooms 
to strangers to make ends meet. 
To see Halloween candy at the 
store and to watch my neighbors 
put up outdoor decorations only 
underscored my grief. Halloween 
pumpkins were out of the ques-
tion, as I was broke, lonely, and 
overwhelmingly sad.  

My solace during that dark 
time was to take long, contem-
plative walks on the dusty plains 
east of my home. It seemed odd to 
prefer bleak fields when familiar, 
forested mountain trails were so 
close by, yet the emptiness drew 
me to it. The challenge before me 
was to help my parents toward the 
ends of their lives while somehow 
rebuilding my own. With the lonely 

walks, I was taking steps, literally 
and figuratively, to heal. On each 
one, my only companions were my 
thoughts and the sun. 

Slowly, the age-old tonic of 
bright light, t ime, space, soli-
tude, and nature began to work 
its power. Imperceptibly, the light 
began crawling toward me. On 
an impulse, I began collecting 
small, rounded stones on each 
walk. One by one, they found 

their way from trail, to pocket, 
then to my bedroom windowsill. I 
was unaware, though, of how the 
expansiveness of wide, treeless 
space had begun collecting me, as 
well.

The week before Halloween, 
from my broken heart came the 
idea of turning my round-rock 
collection into jack-o-lanterns. 
As unhurriedly as I had collected 
them, I painted them a few coats 

each day, using an old box of 
acrylics. First, I covered them in 
shades of orange. A few days later 
I added yellow stripes to signify 
ridges. Finally, I gave each a crown 
of green leaves where stems would 
have been, were they autumn 
pumpk ins instead of  ancient 
rubble.

At week’s end, as I dipped my thin 
brush into black paint to add faces, 
though, I stopped. It felt wrong to 
conjure happiness, to paint smiles. 
The next day, however, as I tried 
again, I felt hope blinking back at 
me from time spent in welcoming 
fields and warm sun. Cheery faces 
emerged from memories of my 
dear siblings, disguised as toothy 
grins for the season. They got me 
through that Halloween, and in 
each, ever-more-happy Halloween 
since that lonely and dark one. It 
was a project that cost nothing, 
while its value was – and remains 
– priceless. 

Caprice Lawless has 
written extensively 
on higher education,  
homesharing, tech-
nology, construction, 
and engineering. She 
moved to Oregon 

from Colorado in 2023, shortly after 
retiring from teaching college English 
and Journalism.

My festive jack-o-lantern rock collection cheers me up when it starts getting 
cold. Photo by Caprice Lawless.
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Sam Cordes is a 
Concordia resident, 
software developer, 
and freelance cross-
word constructor. 
When he’s not 
struggling to perfect 

at-home latte art, he can be found 
running around Alberta Park. 

September's
crossword
ANSWERS

Atomic Otters
By Greg Bishop

Concordia Crossword
by Sam Cordes
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Concordia Crossword
By Sam Cordes

Greg Bishop is a life-
long animal lover, 
veterinarian, and 
part time cartoonist. 
He works at various 
veterinary practices 
in the Portland area, 

teaches, writes and illustrates things, 
too. He lives near Wilshire Park with his 
family, but mostly he stares at the squir-
rels and wonders what they're thinking.
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It takes a little bit of nerve 
to be f loating each day on a 
tiny orb in the vast universe. 
October may take us for a bit 
of a ride. Let the playful spirit 
of Halloween be present in you 
throughout the month. Breathe 
through the shifts that feel chal-
lenging, and show up for those 
around you. We are, after all, in 
this together. 

Horoscopes are a look into 
the stars, the sun, planets, moon 
and us. Sun sign dates are listed 
below, and if you know your 
moon and rising signs check 
those out too! We hope the special 
“C-Tips” help you discover things 
that make our neighborhood and 
neighbors unique. 

Libra (September 23rd 
- October 23rd) Wishing a beau-
tiful birthday to you, Libra! The 
word concord means peaceful 
coexistence, and Libras, you are 
the true Concordians. Let all the 
harmonious energy you put into 
the world come back to you x10 this 
month.  Even if the outer world’s 
sphere is pushing for discord, 
follow the thread of what you 
know is true in your heart. C-Tip: 
Celebrate your birthday season 
with friends around a warm fire. 
Whether in a back yard, or at one 
of Concordia’s outdoor venues 
(like Binks’ covered patio with 
f ireplace and heated seats), the 
amber glow of firelight will warm 
everyone’s spirit.

  
Scorpio (October 24th - 

November 21st) Sweet Scorpio, 
open the windows and let the 
cooler night air in. Your soft belly 
is sensing something brewing, 
and try as you may to f ight it, 
the winds are in fact shif ting. 
Drop your protective shell, feel 
the feels and put that energy into 
something creative. You might be 
surprised at what arises. October 
Scorpios, wishing you a birthday 
filled with expressive moments. 
C-Tip: Check the skies for the 
Swan (Cygne) constellation prom-
inent over Concordia this October. 
Like birds f lying south, you are 
reminded to let autumn change 
you, if you simply open yourself 
to the journey.  

Sag it t a r iu s  (November 
22nd - December 21st) The 
earth slowly tilts deeper towards 
your autumn season, Sagittarius. 
This October may feel heavier than 
most and your adventurous spirit is 
feeling cagey. Lean into the death 
of it, the decomposition, the skel-
eton laughing on your neighbor’s 
porch. Perhaps letting go is the 
greatest adventure of all. C-Tip: 
Adventure over to Bardo Tea near 
30th and Killingsworth. A “bardo” 
is said to be a dream state the dead 
enter upon transitioning. Maybe 

the tea high will pique something 
in your own journey of transition.

C a p r i c o r n  ( D e c e m b e r 
22nd - January 19th) Take a 
leap of faith this October, Capri-
corns. Change has been the theme 
of your year, and the way that we 
have collectively been doing things 
doesn’t seem to be working so well. 
While you like steadiness, you also 
know when it’s time to make big, 
creative changes, and you know 
that change starts with each of us. 
C-Tip: Take an actual leap of faith 
on the zipline at the Fabion School 
playground to remind yourself 
that change can be freeing and 
fun. The playground is open to the 
public after school hours.

Aquarius (January 20th 
- February 18th) October 19th - 
21st are especially potent days for 
Aquarians as the moon grows in 
your sign. Whether from internal 
or external forces, you’ve been 
called to action on some big life 
tasks lately. As the moon is in your 
sign, allow a break from action to 
let your mind wander and wonder 
again. C-Tip: Enjoy a day of noth-
ingness. Concordia is really an 
excellent place to just chill.

  
Pisces (February 19th - 

March 20th) Invite some joy in 
this October, Pisces. Laughter and 
tears are connected in our bodies. 
This Libra season invites us all 
to find more balance. While you 
might want to curl up and cry this 
October, make sure you intention-
ally take time to unfurl as well. 
C-Tip: No better place to invite the 
joyful spirit than at Drag Brunch 
at Bar Cala. Get t ickets early, 
their weekly shows often sell out.  

Aries (March 21st - April 
19th) You, fiery Aries, sit directly 
opposite from balanced Libras 
on the wheel of the year, and are 
sibling signs. This month's energy 
offers you a chance to try on a new 
hat, a new look, to be something 
you never thought you would be. 
You can always go back to your 
solid persona, but maybe, just 
maybe, you’ll like it for keeps. 
C-Tip: It ’s vintage time! Go out 
on a limb at Take It or Leave It 
on NE 42nd. Try on something 
completely new to you. You don’t 
have to buy it, but at least see how 
it feels.

Taurus (April 20th - May 
20th) Feeling tight these days? 
You gotta stretch it out, Taurus. 
Your strong, steady bull energy 
could use a good f low. Maybe this 
October you don’t need to push 
forward as much as find the space 
between. C-Tip: Take a drop-in 
class at A People’s Yoga on Kill-
ingsworth and 30th. The stretch 
makes you stronger. 

Gemini (May 21st - June 
21st) The past 18 months have 
been a time of structural shift for 
you, Gemini. You have been the 
liquefied caterpillar transforming, 
and in no way is that easy. You’ve 
changed deeply on the inside; so 
this fall, consider ways you can 
mark this transition for yourself 
outwardly. C-Tip: October is the 
perfect t ime for a t iny tattoo. 
Scope out the various artists in 
and around Concordia.

  
Cancer (June 22nd - July 

22nd) Cancer, you teach us all 
that giving and receiving at the 
same time is mind blowing! This 
October, lean into this tango of give 
and receive. Find the harmony, 
the high note, the quiet spaces 
and the ecstatic moments. C-Tip: 
Maybe the best thing we can give 
and receive is genuine connection. 
Join neighbors every Friday at 
9:30 am at Concordia Commons 
(NE 30th and Killingsworth) for 
Coffee and Convo. Be generous 
in sharing yourself, and listen to 
others as they do the same.

  
Leo (July 23rd - August 

22nd) Overdo it in the spending 
department this summer, Leo? 
That’s okay, Concordia is full of 
fantastic things to do at no cost. 
See this as a time to get creative 
and utilize what you’ve already 
got. You just might discover what 
it is that matters most to you. 
C-Tip: Hop on the Concordia Buy 
Nothing Group (on Facebook) or 
if you’re off the socials, trade or 
borrow things with your neigh-
bors and friends. The planet will 
thank you for it.

V i r go (Aug u st  23rd - 
September 22nd) Did you know 
that Concordia is the name of a 
large asteroid orbiting between 
Mars and Jupiter? Don’t worry; the 
Asteroid Concordia isn’t on Earth’s 
path. While your sweet Virgo self 
may veer towards impending doom 
this fall, channel those nerves 
into actions that bring peace and 
otherworldliness. C-Tip: At the 
beginning and end of each day 
this October, turn on a song and 
for f ive minutes feel the music, 
shake it out and dance.

The stars are better 
when they carry a 
little bit of mystery. 
Know that I am a 
fellow neighbor, and 
just one of the many 
stars in our little bit 

of the sky. I am happy to be circling the 
sun with you. 
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Concordia Community Events Calendar
Friday, October 23rd, 5 – 9 pm
Ainsworth in the City
Location: UO Portland Library – lobby & meeting 
room
2800 NE Liberty St.
Fun evening of fellowship, raffle prizes, and fund-
raising for Ainsworth United Church of Christ

Saturday, October 24th, 10 am 
Tree Walk 
Location: NE 19th & Ainsworth
Location: NE 22nd & Ainsworth
ainsworthlineararboretum.org

Monday, October 26th, 7 pm
From New Age to Evangelican: Radical Religion 
in the American West
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
History Pub

Thursday, October 29th, 6 - 9pm
Last Thursday Opening Reception 
ALBERTA STREET GALLERY
Location: 1829 NE Alberta St.
Moonlight Mischief / Feeding the Future

October 31st, 3 - 5 pm / 5 - 6:30 pm
Trick - or - treating / Halloween Party
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
All-ages party with live music

ONGOING EVENTS
Wednesday - Sunday performances, all month long, 
2 / 7:30 pm
Table 17 by Douglas Lyons
PORTLAND PLAYHOUSE
Location: 602 NE Prescott St. 
Two exes meet for dinner. What could go wrong? 

Thursday - Sunday performances starting Friday, 
October 15th
SAW The Musical: The Unauthorized Parody of 
Saw
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.

October 13th, 27th and every second and fourth 
Sunday, 4 - 6 pm
Sacred Harp Singing
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Share your voice with community singers.

October 16th and every third Friday, 7 pm
Fabric Grief Group
LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.
Feel and be real with eco-theologian.

October 21st and every third Wednesday, 1-3 pm
Old Time String Band Social Jam
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Bring your instrument and join the neighborhood 
jam session.

Every Monday, 3 - 4:30 pm
Social Samplers
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.
Make friends through PP&R-sponsored program 
that includes games, food and activities.

Every Monday, 5:30 - 7 pm
Drummers Awareness Class
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Colombia Blvd.
Drum with community and find your voice.

Every Monday, 7 - 9 pm
Portland Country Dance Community
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Every Monday, 7 - 10 pm
Bridgetown Trivia
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

Every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday, 
2 - 4 pm
Adult Basketball 
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.

Every Wednesdays, 10:30 am
UO Portland Library Storytime
U OF O PORTLAND CHILDREN’S LIBRARY, 2ND 
FLOOR
Location: 2800 NE Liberty Street
Family storytime and fun activities for all ages

ONE-TIME EVENTS
Saturday, October 3rd, 9  am - 1 pm
Woodlawn Farmers Market
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON COURTYARD
Location: 2800 NE Liberty

Saturday, October 3rd, 5 - 7 pm
Ramblin’ Rose
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Grateful Dead tribute band

Wednesday, October 7th, 7 pm
Drag Queen Bingo with Poison Waters
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Saturday - Sunday, October 9th - 10th, 11 am - 5 pm
Kids Book Sale
ROSE CITY READS
Location: 221 NE 122nd Ave.
$1 books

Saturday, October 10th, 10 am - 12 pm
Neighborhood Clean-up
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON PARKING LOT
Location: NE 29th and Dekum
Sponsored by SOLVE, snacks and supplies pro-
vided

Saturday, October 10th, 11 am – 6 pm
Pop-up Phantom Market
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th Ave & Killingsworth St
Seven local vendors plus live music

Saturday, October 10th, 7 - 9 pm
Opera on Tap
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Beers and rotating opera singers

Saturday, October 10th, 8 pm
French Police
WONDER BALLROOM
Location: 128 NE Russel St.
Darkwave ensemble playing melancholic dance 
music

Saturday - Sunday, Oct. 10-11 and 17-18, 10 am - 4 
pm
Portland Open Studios
VARIOUS ARTIST STUDIOS
Location: portlandopenstudios.com/2026-artists
Tour 100+ artist studios. Free admission.

Sunday, October 11th, 10 am
Indigenous People Celebration
Location: Ainsworth United Church of Christ
2941 NE Ainsworth St.

Sunday, October 11th, 7 - 9 pm
Mighty Memories: Honoring the Legacy of Elan 
Oster Eichler
THE OFF BEAT
Location: 8440 N. Interstate Ave
A Benefit Show for Friends of Noise 

Wednesday, October 14th, 6 - 8  pm
CNA General Meeting
GYM AT  KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
League of Women voters explains ranked choice 
voting and remarks by Mayor Wilson

Monday, October 19th, 11 am - 12:30 pm
Intro to NE Village
COMMUNITY FOR POSITIVE AGING
Location: 1820 NE 40th Ave.
Info session for potential members and volunteers

Monday, October 19th, 8 pm
Flower Face
POLARIS HALL
Location: 635 N Killingsworth Ct.
Montreal-based singer/songwriter playing gothic 
folk, dream pop, and cinematic indie rock

Tuesday, October 20th, 6 - 8 pm
Covering What Matters: A Conversation with the 
Oregonian
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON LIBRARY& LEARNING 
CENTER
Location: 2800 NE Liberty
Local Journalism, Free Press, and NE Portland 
Civic Life

Tuesday, October 20th, 7 pm
OMSI Science Pub
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL HONORS 
BAR
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Science + Beer = Fun

ALBERTA 

ROSE 

THEATRE

• • • • • • • • •

• • • •

albertarosetheatre.com 
3000 NE Alberta 

503.764.4131

• • • • •

OCTOBER 2026

27      SCIENCE ON TAP  
K9 Conservationists 
            Dogs Helping Wolf Research

12 OTTMAR LIEBERT    
  & LUNA NEGRA

28       LA VELADA a Flamenco 
 performance by Marta Gálvez

19 ALTAN

16 BOOKER T. JONES

1 TECH ROAST PORTLAND
Comedians Roast Techies

14 DOC-DOC-MOCK & SHERBLOCK
4 Short Films About Portland

13 LLOYD COLE

26 KATSURA SUNSHINE'S  
           RAKUGO

6 BLUES IN THE GORGE 
GUITAR MASTERS

15 LIVE WIRE RADIO

17 Boyeurism's
   Horrorism!

11 TONY STARLIGHT'S
NEIL DIAMOND tribute

7 MASTERS OF 
HAWAIIAN MUSIC

George Kahumoku, Jr
Led Kaapana • Jeff Peterson
8 LIVE DEAD & 

BROTHERS9
perform the music of 

Grateful Dead & Allman Bros

10

a Halloween circus
WELCOME TO MY NIGHTMARE

two
shows

29 Dapperlesque
30
31
1

Saloon Ensemble presents

THE NITMARE B4 XMAS

18 Project Burlesque
THE BURLESQUE WITCH PROJECT

22

25 a Halloween circus
NIGHT FLIGHT'S FRIGHT NIGHT

thru

2

4 A Haunted Mansion 
Burlesque Cabaret

FOOLISH MORTALSthru

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Open Court : All Play Jam
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Community Meals
LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.

Every Wednesday, 6 - 10 pm
Wednesday Night Social 
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Cigars, Dominos, and Music

Every Wednesday, 7 pm
Karaoke!
THE WAYPOST
Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.

Every Wednesday and Friday, 8 - 10 pm
Open Gym
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Columbia Blvd.

Every Thursday evening
Free Family-Friendly Game Night
FRANKIE SIPS | SNACKS
Location: 435 Rosa Parks Way
First and third Thursdays - Board games 3-7 pm
Second and Fourth Thursdays - Role-playing 
Games 4 -7 pm

Every Friday, 9:30 – 11 am
Coffee in the Commons
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th Ave & Killingsworth St
Visit with neighbors over free coffee and treats. 
concordiapdx.org/upcoming-events

Every Friday, 12:30 - 2:30 pm 
Tech Help Drop-In
NORTH PORTLAND LIBRARY
Location: 512 N Killingsworth St.
Free tech help for mobile devices, websites, getting 
started and more

Every Friday, 2 - 5 pm
Loose Threads Needlecraft Circle
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Learn to knit, crochet or embroider or bring a craft 
of your own.

Fridays and Saturdays, 7:30 - 9:15 pm
Curious Comedy Showdown
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Six improv artists battle to see who has the quickest 
wit.

Saturdays and Sundays, 4 pm
History and Art Tour
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Learn about Kennedy School history and the art on 
its walls.

Every Sunday, 10 - 11:30 am
Christ's Commission Fellowship (CCF) Sunday 
Worship
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Every Sunday, 10 am – 12 pm
Live Music – Various Artists
JUST BOB  
Location: 2403 NE Alberta St.
Watch various live artists every Sunday at this café. 

Every Sunday, 10 - 11:30 am 
Upper Room Ministry Bible Talk
VIRTUAL
Contact Ike at (503) 901-0623 for more info.

Every Sunday, 7 pm
Open Mic
THE WAYPOST
Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.
Weekly open mic at intimate venue

Every Sunday, 9 - 11 pm
Soulful Sundays
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
The Love Train band with Special Guest DJ Renz

Community Calendar Items

Submit information to 
CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.org 
by the10th of the month preceding the 
event.


