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Speaking of...

September 2026

Crafts for Fall

By Caprice Lawless

Contributing Writer

n support of the September

I Fall Garden Fair, Loose
Threads needlework group

will be selling a few Halloween-
WKHPHG IHOW RUQDP
each. Each kit contains a little

story, instructions, pre-cut felt
pieces, and enough embroidery
floss, sequins, beads, and poly-
ester stuffing to complete the
winsome creature. This year’s
lineup, pictured clockwise from
left, includes: Retail Therapist
%DU %22 UD 'LVF
Garden Guide PumpKEN, and

Weaver DWebra.

The finished ornaments
measure approximately 4 inches
across. They cast a spell when
strung along a fireplace mantle,
set on a windowsill, hung from a
branch in a vase, looped over the
volume control on your car stereo,
or looped through a zipper pull
on a backpack. Kit sale proceeds
will go to purchase supplies for
the free, Friday-afternoon Loose
Threads needlework sessions at
the historic Kennedy School. Look
for our display under the CNA
canopy.
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PumpKEN

Supplies:

B small sheets of inexpensive
polyester felt, one in each color:
orange, black, white, and green

B skeins embroidery floss, one
in each color: orange, black, white,
and green

B golf-ball size piece of polyester
stuffing (or cut scraps of felt into

tiny pieces) to fill the ornament

B < Rod scissors, embroidery
needle, and needle threader

Instructions:

NOTE: Embroidery floss is
created on looms that wind it
into 6 strands for packaging.
Cut an 18” piece of floss, then
separate the 6-strand floss into
two lengths of 3 strands each.
Working with lengths no longer
than 18" at a time keeps the floss
from knotting as you work. Use
a needle threader to put the floss
through the hole in the needle.
Keep a 6” “tail” on the length of
floss as you work. Always knot
the longer end so the threads
don’t pull through the felt later.

Technology Mishaps

recent, early morning
Aincident involving a
loud noise, a cup of hot
coffee, and two sleeping cats near
my laptop as | worked resulted
in a drowned keyboard. Luckily,
the tech EMTs at The Fix Hut,
1( $SOEHUWD 6W
mined to revive my water-logged
companion. It took three weeks of
trial-and-error steps, and a new
keyboard purchase, but | am back
in action. My easily spooked cats
(who are part Maine Coon and
likely part Golden Retriever) still
monitor my work, but in repose
from the loveseat across the room.

Caprice Lawless has
written extensively
on higher education,
homesharing, tech-
nology, construction,
and engineering. She
moved to Oregon
from Colorado in 2023, shortly after
retiring from teaching college English
and Journalism.
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L - My three laptops. R - The Fix Hut. Photos

by Caprice Lawless.

1. Cut pattern from news-
paper.
2. Pin pattern pieces to felt.

Cut two pieces from orange felt to
make the pumpkin shape. Cut two
pieces from green felt to make the
leaves and stem. Cut the grin and
pupils from black felt. Cut two eyes
from white felt.

3. Set aside all but one orange-
pumpkin shape to start. This will
be the front of the ornament.

4. Start by using overcast
stitches and white floss to attach
the two white ovals making the
eyes, using the photo as a place-
ment guide.

Use black embroidery floss
and overcast stitches to attach the
black pupils. Use an outline stitch
to make the eyebrows.

Use the black floss, again
in overcast stitches, to attach the
smile.

Use white floss in satin
stitches to add teeth to the smile,
using the photo as a guide.

Pin back of pumpkin shape
to the front. Use orange floss, and
an overcast stitch, to attach back
to front, leaving a 2” opening at
the top.

9. Stuff shape with polyester
fill or felt scraps. Close the shape
with overcast stitches in orange
floss.

10. Use light green floss in
outline stitch to make veins on
leaves.

11. Sew the leaf/stem shape
pieces together.

12. Attach leaf/stem piece to
top of pumpkin shape, using green
floss.

13. Use a long piece of black
floss to make a long loop at the top
of the leaf/stem to hang the orna-
ment anywhere you want to add a
little spookiness.

@

Cut this pattern to create PumpKen. Pattern by Caprice Lawless.
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Enjoy writing?
Want to see your name in print?

Concordia News is looking for volunteer writers!

No professional experience
necessary. ldeas for stories
welcome. '

Email the editor at MediaTeamLead@
ConcordiaPDX.org to learn more.

Covering What Matters:
A Conversation with The Oregonian on Local Journalism,
Free Press, and Northeast Portland Civic Life

October 20, 2026 (Doors: 5:30 p.m., Conversation: 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.)
UO Portland Library & Learning Center (2800 N.E. Liberty Street)

Free evening conversation with The Oregonian about the First Amendment, Midterms,
Northeast Portland, and the Future of Local Journalism

Panel:

- Laura Gunderson, Editor and VP of Content, The Oregonian

- Helen Jung, Opinion Editor, The Oregonian

- Shane Dixon Kavanaugh, Reporter, Portland City Hall, The Oregonian
- Lillian Mongeau Hughes, Reporter, Homelessness, The Oregonian

- Facilitator: Andrew DeVigal, Director, UO Agora Journalism Center

- Moderator: Keith Daellenbach, Concordia Resident

UNIVERSITY OF

OREGON

Hosted by UO Portland and sponsored by Concordia Neighborhood Association PORTLAND

Love Concordia News?
You can read our past editions at

concordiapdx.org/concordia-news/concordia-news-downloads/
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SEPTEMBER 2026

DUANE BETTS &
PALMETTO MOTEL

X SONNY LANDRETH

+ Tony Furtado

¥ MONTAVILLA JAZZ
FEST OPENING NIGHT
REBECCA SANBORN'S

Shadow Work with North Pole
Studio's Rhythm & Hues

NINA SIMONE tribute
IPut a Spefl on Yoy,

with LaRhonda Steele
& the Adrian Martin Quintet

LIVE WIRE presents
AN EVENING OF
POETRY & SONGS

K EJLEN JEWELL

a tribute to all things
Fleetwood and Stevie

tf LEATHER
& LACE

EX SN MIGUEL FRASER

X FTantastical
cabarét,

an otherworldly burlesque revue

K Portland Queer
[JK Arts Spectacular

AX SCOTTISH FISH
X CONSIDER THIS

with Stephanie Land

ER SCIENGE ONTAP the Eartn

Said Remember Me - How to Revive
Our Memories & Restore the Planet

BT GADAN _
2X TRACY GRAMMER

ITY Resonance Ensemblefresents

BRUNCH & BAD CHOIGES

a Miscast Adventure

SONGS OF 600D HOPE

a Celebration of the
Music & Life of Glen Hansard

AX the Beflini
Family Circus

i Dancing with
the Rose City Stars

8 pm

albertarosetheatre.com
3000 NE Alberta
503.764.4131
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Concordia Community Events Calendar

ONE-TIME EVENTS

Thursday, September 3rd, 8 pm
Silvana Estrada

WONDER BALLROOM

Location: 128 NE Russel St.
Grammy-winning Mexican singer-song-
writer

Saturday, September 5th, 9 pm

A Latin Evening Featuring Selva Negra
and Jose Rioeco

ALBERTA STREET PUB

Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

Wednesday, September 9th, 7 pm

Drag Queen Bingo with Poison Waters
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Saturday, September 12th, 3 — 7 pm
Concordia Artist Collective Art Show
CONCORDIA COMMONS

Location: NE 30th Ave & Killingsworth St
Eight neighborhood artists’ works in dif-
ferent media

Saturday, September 12th, 7 - 9 pm
Opera on Tap

MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Beers and rotating opera singers

Saturday - Sunday, September 12th -
13th, 9am - 3pm

Concordia Annual Yard Sale
VARIOUS HOMES

Get more info, sign up & see the map at
concordiapdx.org/yard-sale

Sunday, September 13th, 5 - 7pm
Angel Bouchet Band

CONCORDIA COMMONS

Location: NE 30th Ave & Killingsworth
Free live “straight up blues”
concordiapdx.org/upcoming-events

Tuesday, September 15th, 7 pm
OMSI Science Pub

MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
HONORS BAR

Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Science + Beer = Fun

Tuesday, September 15th, 8 pm

Boys Go to Jupiter

POLARIS HALL

Location: 635 N Killingsworth Ct.
Brooklyn-based indie-pop / sugary punk
band. All ages.

Friday, September 18th, 7 - 10 pm
Karaoke Night

MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

All ages welcome

Wednesday, September 23rd, 6 - 7:30

pm
Sheets of Sound

MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Jazz-themed tour of art and artifacts
commemorating Coltrane's 100th birth-
day

Thursday, September 24th, 7 - 10 pm
The ‘90s Acoustic Vol. 3

ALBERTA STREET PUB

Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

Thursday, September 24th, 7 pm
The Creative Wor(L)ds of Robert
Hunter

MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Poetry reading

Saturday, September 26th, 10 am — noon
Concordia Fall Garden Fair
CONCORDIA COMMONS

Location: NE 30th Ave & Killingsworth
Free expert advice, plants for purchase

Saturday, September 26th, 1 -7 pm
10th Annual Oktoberfest Brewfest
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Handcrafted ales, German fare and live
polka

Thursday, September 24th, 6 - 9pm
Last Thursday Opening Reception
ALBERTA STREET GALLERY
Location: 1829 NE Alberta St.

Night Creatures / Skeletons Out of the
Closet

ONGOING EVENTS

September 13th, 27th and every second
and fourth Sunday, 4 - 6 pm

Sacred Harp Singing

MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
COMMUNITY ROOM

Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Share your voice with community singers.

September 16th and every third Wednes-
day, 1-3 pm

Old Time String Band Social Jam
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
COMMUNITY ROOM

Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Bring your instrument and join the neigh-
borhood jam session.

September 18th and every third Friday,
7 pm

Fabric Grief Group

LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.

Feel and be real with eco-theologian.

Every Monday, 3 - 4:30 pm

Social Samplers

MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.

Make friends through PP&R-sponsored
program that includes games, food and
activities.

Every Monday, 5:30 - 7 pm
Drummers Awareness Class
NAYA FAMILY CENTER

Location: 5135 NE Colombia Blvd.
Drum with community and find your
voice.

Every Monday, 7 - 9 pm

Portland Country Dance Community
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
COMMUNITY ROOM

Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Every Monday, 7 - 10 pm
Bridgetown Trivia

ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

Every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday, 2 - 4 pm

Adult Basketball

MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.

Every Wednesday, 10:30 am

UO Portland Library Storytime

U OF O PORTLAND CHILDREN'S LI-
BRARY, 2ND FLOOR

Location: 2800 NE Liberty Street
Family storytime and fun activities for all
ages

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Open Court : All Play Jam
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King
Jr. Blvd.

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Community Meals

LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.

Every Wednesday, 6 - 10 pm
Wednesday Night Social
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Cigars, Dominos, and Music

Every Wednesday, 7 pm
Karaoke!

THE WAYPOST

Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.

Every Wednesday and Friday, 8 - 10 pm
Open Gym

NAYA FAMILY CENTER

Location: 5135 NE Columbia Blvd.

Every Thursday evening

Free Family-Friendly Game Night
FRANKIE SIPS | SNACKS

Location: 435 Rosa Parks Way

First and third Thursdays - Board games
3-7 pm

Second and Fourth Thursdays - Role-
playing Games 4 -7 pm

Every Friday, 9:30 — 11:00 am

Coffee in the Commons

CONCORDIA COMMONS

Location: NE 30th Ave & Killingsworth
Visit with neighbors over free coffee and
treats.
concordiapdx.org/upcoming-events

Every Friday, 12:30 - 2:30 pm

Tech Help Drop-In

NORTH PORTLAND LIBRARY
Location: 512 N Killingsworth St.

Free tech help for mobile devices, web-
sites, getting started and more

Every Friday, 2 - 5 pm

Loose Threads Needlecraft Circle
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
COMMUNITY ROOM

Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Learn to knit, crochet or embroider or
bring a craft of your own.

Fridays and Saturdays, 7:30 - 9:15 pm
Curious Comedy Showdown
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King
Jr. Blvd.

Six improv artists battle to see who has
the quickest wit.

Saturdays and Sundays, 4 pm

History and Art Tour

MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Learn about Kennedy School history and
the art on its walls.

Every Sunday, 10 - 11:30 am

Christ's Commission Fellowship (CCF)
Sunday Worship

MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Every Sunday, 10 am — 12 pm

Live Music — Various Artists

JUST BOB

Location: 2403 NE Alberta St.

Watch various live artists every Sunday
at this café.

Every Sunday, 10 - 11:30 am

Upper Room Ministry Bible Talk
VIRTUAL

Contact Ike at (503) 901-0623 for more
info.

Every Sunday, 7 pm

Open Mic

THE WAYPOST

Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.
Weekly open mic at intimate venue

Every Sunday, 9 - 11 pm

Soulful Sundays

ALBERTA STREET PUB

Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

The Love Train band with Special Guest
DJ Renz

Community Calendar Items

Submit information to
CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.org

by the10th of the month preceding the
event.




