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Sam Cordes is a 
Concordia resident, 
software developer, 
and freelance cross-
word constructor. 
When he’s not strug-
gling to perfect 

at-home latte art, he can be found 
running around Alberta Park. 

February’s 
crossword

ANSWERS
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By Caprice  Lawless  
Contributing Writer 

For Concordia News readers 
we are offering here a  
pattern, instructions, and a 

supply list to make a “Dale the Snail” 
for your potted plant. Note that it calls 
for inexpensive, acrylic felt and poly-
ester fi lling because both materials 
are unaff ected by bright sunlight.

Supplies:
One sheet each, white, black, and 
purple acrylic felt 
Sequins, assorted colors
36 glass seed beads, 6/0- or 8/0-size, 
in purple or clear
14 glass seed beads, 6/0- or 8/0-size, 
in silver 
1 handful of stuffi  ng 
3 skeins DMC embroidery fl oss: one 
black, one dark purple, one light 
purple
1 bamboo skewer

Note: For each color of fl oss, after 
cutting 20” lengths, divide the lengths 
into 2 strands of 3 strands each. Don’t 
use a length of fl oss too long, as it is 
difficult to separate and tends to 
catch on the beads and sequins as 
work progresses. In each case, tie 
a strong knot at the end of the fl oss 
after threading, and always take a few 
stitches, then tie a strong knot before 
clipping the fl oss to continue with a 
fresh thread. 

1. Cut out the pattern.
2. Pin pattern pieces to felt.
3. Cut out the felt pieces, remove 

pins.
4. Using dark purple fl oss, use a 

stem stitch to embroider the swirl on 
the snail body.

5. Using light purple fl oss, use a 
stem stitch to embroider a second line 
on the swirl, right beside the fi rst.

6. Using black f loss, use tiny 
stem stitches to embroider the facial 

the sequin-and-bead 
pieces evenly spaced, 
going around the swirl 
until the bottom of the 
snail’s neck. 

9. Use an overcast 
stitch in dark purple 
f loss to finish the 
bottom and side edges 
of the snail’s single 
foot. Set it aside. 

10. Use an over-
cast stitch in black 
f loss to connect the 
top and sides of the 
hair together, forming 
a kind of wig. Set it 
aside.

11. Starting at the 
front of the snail’s 
foot, use an overcast 
stitch in dark purple to 
attach the foot to the 
snail’s body. Continue 
around the back, top, 
and front of the snail 
body. Note how the 
back of the snail body 
is still disconnected 
from the dark-purple 

'Dale the Snail' Plant Decor
Crafting

stitches to attach the necklace to the 
other side of the snail’s head. Bring 
the needle back through half the 
beads to the center of the strand of 
beads. Pull it down a little to form a 
slight “v” shape. At the bottom of this 
“v” shape, come up through the white 
felt, to sew a single sequin and bead to 
form a pendant for the necklace. Take 
the needle to the back of the snail 
after affi  xing the pendant. Take a few 
stitches to secure it. Tie a knot close 
to the felt to secure it before clipping 
the thread.

15. To make the earrings, take the 
black floss once again, tie a strong 
knot at the end of it, and come up 
through the back of the head to where 
the imaginary ear would be. Stitch on 
a single silver bead there. Take the 
needle to the back of the head, push 
it back through the stuffing to the 
other side of the face, to where the 
imaginary ear would be. Stitch on an 
earring. Bring the fl oss to the back 
of the head, make a few stitches to 
secure it, and tie a strong knot before 
clipping the thread. 

16. Stitch a bamboo skewer to the 
back of the snail to make it into a 
plant pick

Nearby suppliers for this project 
include Artist & Craftsman Supply 
(2906 N. Lombard St.), Bolt Fabric 
Boutique (2904 NE Alberta St.), 
Collage (1639 NE Alberta St.), 
Michael’s (12255 N. Starlight Ave. and 
Modern Domestic (422 NE Alberta 
St.).

Caprice Lawless has 
written extensively 
on higher education,  
homesharing, tech-
nology, construction, 
and engineering. She 
moved to Oregon 

from Colorado in 2023, shortly after 
retiring from teaching college English 
and Journalism.

features.
7. For sewing sequins and beads, it 

makes it easier to fi rst pour both into a 
wide, rimmed saucer. This keeps them 
from scattering and provides a sturdy 
surface for pushing them onto the 
needle, one by one. 

8. Using purple fl oss, sew sequins in 
the swirl on the shell of the snail (see 
photo for placement).

To sew sequins in place, bring the 
thread up from the back, add a sequin 
(cup-side up), then a bead. Pull the 
thread all the way through both, then 
hold the sequin with the bead coming 
through the center of it close to the felt. 
Next, insert the needle back through 
the center hole of the sequin and into 
the fabric. Pull tightly. Move the needle 
over just a little bit to place the next 
sequin and bead. It’s easiest to start at 
the center of the swirl and then place 

foot.
12. Stuff the snail body, going 

through the open foot area in the 
back of the snail. Use an overcast 
stitch in dark purple fl oss to close 
the opening in the body. Use an 
overcast stitch in dark purple fl oss 
to connect the back of the snail foot 
to the back of the snail body. 

13. Place the hairpiece over the 
top of the snail. Using black fl oss, 
attach it to the head, using tiny over-
cast stitches to connect it all around 
the face and the back of the head.

14. To make the necklace, thread 
onto the needle some black floss, 
and tie a strong knot at the end. 
Come up through the back of the 
snail body with the needle, then add 
to the needle a dozen silver beads. 
Place the string of beads across the 
neck of the snail. Make a few tight 

On Saturday March 7th, 
Concordia Neighborhood Association 

hosted a teacher appreciation breakfast 
for Concordia educators. The project was 
spearheaded by board member Ike Harris. 

Thank you CNA for supporting 
our teachers!
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The Death of Ivan Ilyich's Cat
By Greg Bishop, Contributing Cartoonist

2

Greg Bishop is a lifelong animal lover, 
veterinarian, and part time cartoonist. 
He works at various veterinary prac-
tices in the Portland area, teaches, writes 
and illustrates things, too. He lives near 
Wilshire Park with his family, but mostly 
he stares at the squirrels and wonders 
what they're thinking.

6

This information is for general education only 
and is not a substitute for veterinary care—
please contact your local veterinarian if you 
have specific questions or concerns about 
your pet.

1
Ivan Ilyich's cat had a most simple and ordinary life. Which was good, because 

after all he was a cat.

4

5

Ivan Ilyich was very fond of his cat. On days when he felt particularly ill at ease, 
his cat seemed to know, and would crawl onto his lap and purr in long loud 

breaths.

Without clear explanation, an illness descended upon Ivan Ilyich’s cat. Special 
doctors, with special knowledge in these matters, were brought in. 

Ivan Ilyich could not understand medicine. He was only afraid that he would lose 
his cat. 

Ivan Ilyich tried a great number of things to save his cat: he paid for more 
doctors, he shopped online for magical cures, he howled in rage at the night sky 

and covered himself in his bedsheets hoping that the illness, like a monster, 
would just go away.

But interminably, Ivan Ilyich’s cat got worse and worse.

7

  
And looking back on that day now, he remembered much joy.

It is quite impossible to know exactly what Ivan Ilyich’s cat thought in these 
moments. Were they two souls lost in connection? Or was Ivan Ilyich’s cat simply 

taking advantage of a warm place to nap?

But in any case, one day Ivan Ilyich's cat developed a terrible disease.

8

But—a curious thing happened. Ivan Ilyich brought his cat to the special doctor 
once more, hoping for something miraculous. 

Sitting in the room with his cat on his lap, Ivan Ilyich noticed the slow, diffi  cult 
breathing. He looked into the eyes, hoping to understand this most diffi  cult of 

things. And he knew there was only one gift left to give him.

But his death, it must be said, was quite diff erent.

But that is getting ahead of things, because as you see, it is necessary to tell you 
about the early times. Ivan Ilyich had decided, who knows why, to bring home a 

kitten one day.

There was something.

Ivan Ilyich's cat did not despair; did not look about him with vexation in his 
heart. He simply breathed. There on his lap, Ivan Ilyich’s beloved cat breathed 

slowly, as he had so many times before. Only this time, he could fi nd no comfort 
there.

Ivan Ilyich looked into the eyes of his cat, and saw that his joy had already 
departed.



Concordia News	 April 2026  |  Page • 11

Lifting • Carrying •Lifting • Carrying •
Moving itemsMoving items  

Help bring Concordia’s Help bring Concordia’s 
upcoming events to life upcoming events to life 

and meet your neighborsand meet your neighbors
  

Contact Contact 
social@concordiapdx.org.social@concordiapdx.org.

Help Your NeighborhoodHelp Your Neighborhood
Volunteers needed for setup, often at Volunteers needed for setup, often at 

Concordia CommonsConcordia Commons
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Saturday, April 25th, 9 am 
Ainsworth Linear Arboretum Dedication
AINSWORTH LINEAR ARBORETUM
Location: Corner of M.L.K and Ainsworth
Tree walk and dedication ceremony commemorat-
ing Level 1 arboretum status 

Saturday, April 25th, 1 - 4 pm
Earth Day Clean-Up and Celebration
FAUBION SCHOOL
Location: 2930 NE Dekum St.
Live animals, art projects, and community activities 

Saturday, April 25th, 7 pm
Talking Heads, Blondie, and Devo Tribute Night
WONDER BALLROOM
Location: 128 NE Russel St.
Live music by tribute bands Life During Wartime, 
Glass of Hearts and Devotees

Monday, April 27th, 7 - 8:30 pm
Unentitled by Charles White
ALBINA ARTS CENTER
Location: 16 NE Killingsworth St.
Passinart Theatre Company’s Monday play read-
ing

Monday, April 27th, 7 pm
History Pub
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

ONGOING EVENTS

Sunday, April 5th and every first Sunday, 6:30 - 
9:30 pm
Sunday Salsa with Son de Cuba
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.
In the Abbey Ballroom, free dance lesson before 
show

April 12th, 26th, and every second and fourth 
Sunday, 4 - 6 pm
Sacred Harp Singing
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMU-
NITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Share your voice with community singers.

April 14th and all second Tuesdays, 5 - 7 pm
Free Craft Night
COLLAGE PDX
Location: 1639 NE Alberta St.
Craft materials and instruction provided

April 15th and every third Wednesday, 1-3 pm
Old Time String Band Social Jam
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMU-
NITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Bring your instrument and join the neighborhood 
jam session.

April 17th  and every third Friday, 7 pm
Fabric Grief Group
LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.
Feel and be real with eco-theologian.

Evening and matinee shows beginning April 29th
The Spongebob Musical
PORTLAND PLAYHOUSE
Location: 602 NE Prescott St.
Live musical show based on the popular series

Every Monday, 3 - 4:30 pm
Social Samplers
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.
Make friends through PP&R-sponsored program 
that includes games, food and activities.

Every Monday, 5:30 - 7 pm
Drummers Awareness Class
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Colombia Blvd.
Drum with community and find your voice.

Every Monday, 7 - 9 pm
Portland Country Dance Community
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMU-
NITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Every Monday, 7 - 10 pm
Bridgetown Trivia
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

Every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday, 
2 - 4 pm
Adult Basketball 
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.

ONE-TIME EVENTS

Beginning March 31st
U of O Osher Lifelong Learning Program 
Spring Term
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
Location: 2800 NE Liberty St.
Classes on musicology, gardening, art history and 
more for individuals 50+ 
Sign up at osher.uoreogn.edu

Thursday, April 2nd, 7 pm
Portland Indie Film and Networking Event
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Friday, April 3rd, 7 pm
Robin Jackson and Caravan
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Six-piece folk band featuring Lewis Childs and 
Friends

Friday, April 3rd, 7 :30 pm
Jesus Christ Superstar Sing-a-long
POLARIS HALL
Location: 635 N Killingsworth Ct.
Low Bar Chorale event benefitting Sunnyside 
Shower Project

Friday, April 3rd, 8 -10 pm
Dobet Gnahore
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.
Afropop singer songwriter from Ivory Coast

Friday, April 3rd, 9:30 pm - midnight
Dadweed
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Award-winning bluegrass trio plays electric show

Saturday, April 4th, 7 - 9 pm
Jon Nilsen and Swimfish
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.
Oregon Music Hall of Fame nominee and local 
favorite

Sunday, April 4th, 10 am sharp
Egg Hunt
FERNHILL PARK
Location: NE 37th Ave. and Ainsworth near 
playground
CNA-sponsored annual family-friendly event

Sunday, April 5th, 9 am -2 pm
Easter Brunch Buffet
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Wednesday, April 8th, 6 -8 pm
CNA Board Meeting
KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMUNITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
All are welcome to attend.

Friday - Sunday, April 9th - 11th
PNCA’s Halcyon Noises Visual Art Exhibition
THE OFF BEAT
Location: 8440 N Interstate Ave.
Friends of Noise substance- free all-ages event

Saturday, April 11th, 7 - 9 pm
Opera on Tap
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Beers and rotating opera singers

Tuesday, April 14th, 7 - 8:30 pm
How on Earth? The Portland episode
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.
Live climate change-themed comedy show

Friday, April 17th, 9:30 pm - midnight
Reggae Night
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Featuring Iron Prophecy and Selassie Ites

Saturday, April 18th, 10 am - 12 pm
Concordia Neighborhood Litter Pick-up
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th and Killingsworth
Community event sponsored by CNA and SOLVE. 
Register at bit.ly/4sza03S 

Sunday, April 19th, 6:30 pm
Loosewig Jazz Series
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Different jazz performer monthly hosted by Brent 
Follis.

Concordia Community Events Calendar

Community Calendar Items

Every Tuesday, 3:45 – 4:15 pm
UO Portland Library Storytime
U OF O PORTLAND CHILDREN’S LIBRARY, 2ND 
FLOOR
Location: 2800 NE Liberty Street
Family storytime and fun activities for all ages

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Open Court : All Play Jam
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Community Meals
LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.

Every Wednesday, 6 - 10 pm
Wednesday Night Social 
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Cigars, Dominos, and Music

Every Wednesday, 7 pm
Karaoke!
THE WAYPOST
Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.

Every Thursday night
Free Family-Friendly Game Night
FRANKIE SIPS | SNACKS
Location: 435 Rosa Parks Way
First and third Thursdays - Board games 3-7 pm
Second and Fourth Thursdays - Role-playing 
Games 4 -7 pm

Every Friday, 12:30 - 2:30 pm 
Tech Help Drop-In
NORTH PORTLAND LIBRARY
Location: 512 N Killingsworth St.
Free tech help for mobile devices, websites, get-
ting started and more

Every Friday, 2 - 5 pm
Loose Threads Needlecraft Circle
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMU-
NITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Learn to knit, crochet or embroider or bring a craft 
of your own.

Every Wednesday and Friday, 8 - 10 pm
Open Gym
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Columbia Blvd.

Fridays and Saturdays, 7:30 - 9:15 pm
Curious Comedy Showdown
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Six improv artists battle to see who has the quick-
est wit.

Saturdays and Sundays, 4 pm
History and Art Tour
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Learn about Kennedy School history and the art 
on its walls.

Every Sunday, 10 am – 12 pm
Live Music – Various Artists
JUST BOB  
Location: 2403 NE Alberta St.
Watch various live artists every Sunday at this 
café. 

Every Sunday, 10 - 11:30 am 
Upper Room Ministry Bible Talk
VIRTUAL
Contact Ike at (503) 901-0623 for more info.

Every Sunday, 7 pm
Open Mic
THE WAYPOST
Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.
Weekly open mic at intimate venue

Every Sunday, 9 - 11 pm
Soulful Sundays
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
The Love Train band with Special Guest DJ Renz

ALBERTA 

ROSE 

THEATRE

• • • • • • • • •

• • • •

albertarosetheatre.com 
3000 NE Alberta 

503.764.4131

• • • • •

APRIL 2026

14 GRANT JAZZ 
CELEBRATION

8 LISA MANN’S 
NORTHWESTERN 

ALL-STARS
featuring Terrie Odabi

19 GNOSS

29 DERVISH

7 CONSIDER THIS
with Hélène Landemore 

22     SCIENCE ON TAP 
The Counting of Crows

30 Portland Psychedelic
 Society presents                          

MYCELOPAUSE

4 LADY SINGS 
THE BLUES

a Tribute to 
          BILLIE HOLIDAY

18

SHE PERSISTED
PGMC Cascade presents

3 Boyeurism

23

plays SGT. PEPPER 
and ABBEY ROAD

24
25
26

THE NOWHERE BAND

12

THE TONY STARLIGHT SHOW!

CELEBRATE A THIRD OF 
A CENTURY OF

17

+ Will Hoge
PAUL THORN

2 VANESSA COLLIER

9 LIVE WIRE RADIO
with Luke Burbank

10
11 Booklover's
Burlesque

4th annual international

Festival

Submit information to 
CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.org 
by the10th of the month preceding 
the event.


