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Leo Newman is 
a paralegal and 
aspiring writer 
based in NE Port-
land. Trained as a 
historian, he enjoys 
exploring the history 
of Portland and the 
Pacifi c Northwest. 

North Star Ballroom
Star Hall No. 219 dissolved on 

February 13th, 1997, and its remaining 
members were absorbed into the 
Mt. Scott Lodge. The Odd Fellows 
sold the lodge to activist-impresario 
Christy Eugenis and merged with the 
Mt. Scott Lodge. Eugenis, a veteran 
of Portland’s '80s art scene, imag-
ined a mixed-use performance space. 
She named it the North Star Ball-
room and recruited fellow Harriet 
Fasenfest, former manager of Bertie 
Lou’s and Harriet’s Eat Now Cafes 
to direct a concert series.  In 2013, 
Muriel Lucas began hosting Church 
of Film, a guerilla, mostly unauthor-
ized,  screening series of international 
fi lms at the North Star. Lucas trans-
lated and synced the dialogue of 
fi lms in multiple languages, many of 
which had never graced the screens 
of American cinemas. Church of 
Film now hosts weekly screenings at 
the Clinton Street Theater and bars 
around town. 

In addition to hosting live music 
and community events, the North 
Star became a popular wedding 
venue. In 2016, Governor Tina Kotek, 
then Speaker of the Oregon House, 
married her political advisor Aimee 
Wilson there in a ceremony offi  ciated 
by Gov. Kate Brown. 

Polaris Hall 
In 2017, Kevin Cradock and 

Jim Brunberg, owners of Missis-
sippi Studios and Revolution Hall, 
purchased the North Star and shifted 
its focus to live music. In the spirit of 
preserving the historic building, they 
christened it ‘Polaris Hall,’ the Latin 
word for the North Star.

As independent music venues 
suff ered through the fi rst year of the 

Pandemic, Brunberg founded the 
Independent Venue Coalition. The 
self-styled ‘ecosystem’ comprised 
80 associated mixed-use venues, 
including Polaris Hall and other local 
institutions like the Crystal Ball-
room, Aladdin Theater and Alberta 
Rose Theater. Brunberg was inte-
gral in lobbying for pandemic relief 

Polaris Hall and the Odd Fellows (cont)
Special Spaces

for Oregon’s independent theatres. 
In June 2020, the Willamette Week 
credited Brunberg when $50 million 
in CARES Act funding were secured 
for vital pandemic fi nancial relief for 
independent venues.

Oregon Odd Fellows Now 
Scheer, a fifth generation Odd 

Fellow and former Noble Grand of 
the Peninsula Lodge No. 128, has 
kept the legacy of the Odd Fellows 
alive. Scheer and his family operate 
the Museum of Odd History out of 
the Peninsula Lodge on N. Lombard, 
which has been its home since 1925. 
The Peninsula Lodge is in the process 
of completing a mural of North Port-
land’s diverse array of historical 
fi gures, several of them Odd Fellows. 
Scheer has recruited the descendants 
of several of the mural’s subjects, 
such as Punjabi revolutionary Sohan 
Singh, to help paint their respective 
forebearers.

Rebekah Lodge No. 203 Drill Team, c. 1924. Photo courtesy of City of 
Portland, Oregon, Historic Resource Inventory. 
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Are you a NET who 
wants to share your 
knowledge with the 

neighborhood?

Consider writing for 
Concordia News!

Contact Dina at 
mediateamleadconcordiapdx.org

for more details.

G a r l y n n  Wo o d -
song is a Concordia 
neighbor, planner, 
and dad who cares 
deeply about the city 
his son will inherit. 
His work centers 
on housing, climate 

action, and the everyday design of 
walkable, people focused communities. 
He welcomes ideas and questions from 
readers at garlynn42@gmail.com.

Climate Action Lives on Your Block
An Urban Lens

By Garlynn Woodsong  
Contributing Writer 

Climate change can some-
t i me s  s ou nd  d i s t a nt 
a nd  a b s t r a c t ,  s om e -

thing involving an invisible gas 
measured in parts per million, 
debated in faraway global conven-
ings.  But  here  in  Por t la nd, 
including in neighborhoods like 
our own Concordia, it has become 
personal and immediate. We feel it 
when summer heat lingers longer 
and pushes into dangerous terri-
tory, when wildfire smoke turns 
the sky orange and keeps kids 
indoors, when winter ice storms 
knock out power and make it 
hard to get around, and when our 
forests can be smoke-filled and 
dangerous during the very season 
we want to be out in them, rafting, 
backpacking, and camping. 

Climate change is no longer a 
future scenario. It is showing up 
on our blocks, at our front doors, 
and even on our power bills, as 
more of us rely on air conditioning 
to get through summer.

The good news is that some 
of the most meaningful climate 
strategies are the ones we can 
implement and strengthen, right 
here in Concordia. 

Our  neig hborhood’s  urba n 
design encourages walking to 
and from our main streets, with 
small blocks, and a street-and-

alley network that offers multiple 
options. Many of our streets are 
shaded by mature trees, reducing 
the worst heat, protecting vulner-
able  neig hb or s ,  a nd  m a k i ng 
walking more comfortable even on 
our hottest days. And we can still 
do more, especially on streets with 
little shade or no planter strips, by 
finding creative ways to add canopy 
where it is currently missing.

Just as important, our pattern of 
homes and shared outdoor spaces 
creates cooler microclimates and 
everyday opportunities for connec-
tion. Porches, sidewalks, and small 
yards allow casual interactions that 
matter more than we often realize. 

Are you looking to get more involved in 
your local community? 

Consider writing for 

Concordia News!

For more info, contact 
mediateamlead@concordiapdx.org.

During heat waves, smoke events, 
or power outages, resilience is 
not only a matter of technology, 
it is also about whether neighbors 
notice one another, check in, and 
share information and resources. 
After disasters, outcomes are 
consistent ly bet ter in places 
where social ties already exist.

Through my work on place-
based climate planning, I’ve seen 
communities across the country 
grappling with the same real-
ization we’re arriving at here: 
resilience is shaped as much by 
everyday neighborhood design 
and relationships, as it is by big 
policies or technologies.

This is one of Concordia’s quiet 
strengths.

Our neighborhood is evolving. 
Gentle density, ADUs, duplexes, 
townhomes, and apartments allow 
more of our neighbors to live closer 
together, without losing the char-
acter of our streets. Done well, 
this supports multigenerational 
living, brings daily needs closer, 
keeps local businesses viable, and 
reduces the length and number of 
car trips we have to make.

At the block scale,  cl imate 
action doesn’t feel quite so over-
whelming. It looks like caring for 
trees and neighbors, creating more 
shade, sharing spaces, building 
connections, and choosing to walk 
when we can. When we invest in 
the places we pass every day, we 
are not only responding to climate 
change, we are making our neigh-
borhood a better place to live right 
now, for all of us.

Everyday spaces: alleys, sidewalks, shared courts, and closely spaced homes 
quietly shape how our neighbors experience heat, social connection, and 
resilience. Photo by Garlynn Woodsong.
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My Dog Ate a Grape!
By Greg Bishop, Contributing Cartoonist

Greg Bishop is a lifelong animal lover, 
veterinarian, and part time cartoonist. 
He works at various veterinary prac-
tices in the Portland area, teaches, writes 
and illustrates things, too. He lives near 
Wilshire Park with his family, but mostly 
he stares at the squirrels and wonders 
what they're thinking.

This information is for general education only 
and is not a substitute for veterinary care—
please contact your local veterinarian if you 
have specific questions or concerns about 
your pet.

3 4

5 6

My dog just ate a grape–what do I do?

My friend Twyla said that grapes aren’t good for dogs. And she’s smart! But my 
dog did eat a grape, so what do I do?!

But he already ate one already–so what do I do?!

My parents weren’t home, so I just have to think for myself. I tried observa-
tion, something I learned is supposed to be important from science class. Buster 

seems fi ne. He’s his happy… “normal” self. 

It just made me freak out–I got so scared that I called the phone number that 
came up. It was a local vet hospital. Somebody named Sam, who said they were 
a veterinary technician (which is basically a nurse for animals, which sounds so 

cool), asked me some questions about Buster. 

Which, yeah, he sure seemed okay.

They told me to make sure he didn’t barf or anything else gross, then to give my 
parents a call and see if they wanted to bring him in. But Sam said Buster should 

be just fi ne, and that I could relax. 

I was so happy, Buster is special to me. He’s my best friend!

Also… they made me feel like I was taking good care of Buster. Which is nice, 
because that’s what best friends do, take care of each other. And it turned out, 

Buster was fi ne. He never got sick from the grape! He was totally normal.

Well… “normal” for him.

Thank goodness Sam and Dr. So-And-So were there to help me. I didn’t really 
like being on the internet all that much!

I told Sam that Buster ate one grape, it was two Bluey episodes ago, and that 
Buster weighed about as much as me, and I’m nine years old (behold, my powers 

of observation!).

Sam went and said he would talk to somebody named Dr. Something-or-Other, 
then they came back and told me Buster would probably be okay. 

When I eat something I’m not supposed to, I get a tummy ache (or at least my 
parents tell me I will, but honestly, I’m usually fi ne). Buster–that’s my dog’s 

name–he seems fi ne, too.

Actually, he wanted more grapes. I moved them away so he couldn’t get the rest.

I trust Twyla though (she knows lots of things about animals), so I tried
 to fi gure it out. I did what a grownup would do. I used the internet.

That didn’t help. 
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Need a place for 
your event?

The Community Room at Mc-
Menamins Kennedy School is a 
great place for your book club, 

birthday or baby shower.

Pricing: $40/hr and $25 for 
nonprofits.

Info: ConcordiaPDX.org/com-
munity-room-rental
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ONE-TIME EVENTS

Sunday, March 1st, 6:30 - 9:30 pm
Sunday Salsa with Son de Cuba
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.
In the Abbey Ballroom, free dance lesson before 
show

Tuesday, March 3rd, 7:30 - 10:30 pm
Divergent Dance
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.
Queer West Coast Swing Social

Wednesday, March 4th, 7 - 9 pm
From Sea to Shining Sea: Katherine Lee 
Bates and “America the Beautiful”
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Documentary screening and Q&A with filmmakers

Friday, March 6th, 9:30 pm - midnight
Simba Puma and the Roaring Lions
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Bob Marley tribute

Saturday, March 7th, 7 - 10 pm
North Portland Shut Up and Dance Party
ODD FELLOWS LODGE
Location: 4834 N Lombard St.  
Variety of Dance music and DJ’s, live music at 
8:30.

Saturday, March 7th, 8:30 - 11:30 am
Teacher Appreciation Breakfast
ST. MICHAEL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Location: 6700 NE 29th Ave.
All Concordia teachers invited to a pancake 
breakfast hosted by Concordia Neighborhood 
Association

Saturday, March 7th, 1 -3 pm
Lunch and Soul with the Mel Brown Or-
gan Trio
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Eclectic showcase of music and conversation 
hosted by Stephanie Strange

Sunday, March 8th, 6 pm
Song Suffragettes PNW
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Four eclectic female singer-songwriters and 
female folk trio

Wednesday, March 11th, 6 pm
CNA Board Meeting
KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMUNITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
All are welcome to attend.

Saturday, March 14th, 10 am - 12 pm
Concordia Garden Fair
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th and Killingsworth
Free seed and plant exchange

Saturday, March 14th, 7 - 9 pm
Opera on Tap
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Beers and rotating opera singers

Sunday, March 15th, 3 pm show, awards at 5 pm
98th Annual Academy Awards
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Hosted by Poison Waters

Sunday, March 15th, 6:30 pm
Loosewig Jazz Series
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Different jazz performer monthly hosted by Brent 
Follis

Monday, March 16th, 11 am - 12:30 pm
Intro to NE Village
ROSE CITY PARK UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Location: 5830 NE Alameda St.
Info meeting for those interested in volunteer op-
portunities 

Friday, March 20th, 7 pm
PDX Pop Now!
THE OFF BEAT
Location: 8440 N Interstate Ave.
Friends of Noise benefit show

Saturday, March 21st, 1 pm - 3 pm
Egg Stuffing
KENNEDY SCHOOL COMMUNITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Stuff 6,000 eggs with candy for the annual Egg 
Hunt

Sunday, March 22nd, 9 pm
Elefante
WONDER BALLROOM
Location: 128 NE Russel St.
Latin rock legend’s 30th anniversary tour

Monday, March 23rd, 7 - 8:30 pm
Crack Baby by Glenn Alan
ALBINA ARTS CENTER
Location: 16 NE Killingsworth St.
Passinart Theatre Company’s Monday play read-
ing

Tuesday, March 24th, 7 pm
OMSI Science Pub
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Science + beer = fun

Thursday, March 26th, 6 - 9 pm
Last Thursday Opening Reception 
ALBERTA STREET GALLERY 
Location: 1829 NE Alberta St.
“A Little Bird Told Me”, “Intimate Ecologies” on 
view through 4/27

Friday, March 27th, 8 pm
The Thing
POLARIS HALL
Location: 635 N Killingsworth Ct.
New York based, British-inspired,rock ‘n’ roll

Saturday, March 28th, 8 pm
Innocent Men
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.
Billy Joel tribute show

ONGOING EVENTS

March 8th, 22nd, and every second and fourth 
Sunday, 4 - 6 pm
Sacred Harp Singing
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COM-
MUNITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Share your voice with community singers.

March 10th and all second Tuesdays, 5 - 7 pm
Free Craft Night
COLLAGE PDX
Location: 1639 NE Alberta St.
Craft materials and instruction provided

Evening and matinee shows through March 15th
Angry, Raucous and Shamelessly Gor-
geous
PORTLAND PLAYHOUSE
Location: 602 NE Prescott St.
Comedy by Pearl Cleage directed by Ramona Lisa 
Alexander

March 18th and every third Wednesday, 1-3 pm
Old Time String Band Social Jam
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COM-
MUNITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Bring your instrument and join the neighborhood 
jam session.

March 20th  and every third Friday, 7 pm
Fabric Grief Group
LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.
Feel and be real with eco-theologian.

Every Monday, 3 - 4:30 pm
Social Samplers
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.
Make friends through PP&R-sponsored program 
that includes games, food and activities.

Every Monday, 5:30 - 7 pm
Drummers Awareness Class
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Colombia Blvd.
Drum with community and find your voice.

Every Monday, 7 - 9 pm
Portland Country Dance Community
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COM-
MUNITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Every Monday, 7 - 10 pm
Bridgetown Trivia
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

Concordia Community Events Calendar

Community Calendar Items

Every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday, 
2 - 4 pm
Adult Basketball 
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.

Every Tuesday, 3:45 – 4:15 pm
UO Portland Library Storytime
U OF O PORTLAND CHILDREN’S LI-
BRARY, 2ND FLOOR
Location: 2800 NE Liberty Street
Family storytime and fun activities for all ages

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Open Court : All Play Jam
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Community Meals
LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.

Every Wednesday, 6 - 10 pm
Wednesday Night Social 
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Cigars, Dominos, and Music

Every Wednesday, 7 pm
Karaoke!
THE WAYPOST
Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.

Every Thursday, 10 - 2 pm
BIPOC Food Pantry Drop-In
ALDER COMMONS
Location: 4212 NE Prescott St.
Free food for BIPOC community members

Every Thursday night
Free Family-Friendly Game Night
FRANKIE SIPS | SNACKS
Location: 435 Rosa Parks Way
First and third Thursdays - Board games 3-7 pm
Second and Fourth Thursdays - Role-playing 
Games 4 -7 pm

Every Friday, 12:30 - 2:30 pm 
Tech Help Drop-In
NORTH PORTLAND LIBRARY
Location: 512 N Killingsworth St.
Free tech help for mobile devices, websites, get-
ting started and more

Every Friday, 2 - 5 pm
Loose Threads Needlecraft Circle
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COM-
MUNITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Learn to knit, crochet or embroider or bring a craft 
of your own.

Every Wednesday and Friday, 8 - 10 pm
Open Gym
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Columbia Blvd.

Fridays and Saturdays, 7:30 - 9:15 pm
Curious Comedy Showdown
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Six improv artists battle to see who has the quick-
est wit.

Saturdays and Sundays, 4 pm
History and Art Tour
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Learn about Kennedy School history and the art 
on its walls.

Every Sunday, 10 am – 12 pm
Live Music – Various Artists
JUST BOB  
Location: 2403 NE Alberta St.
Watch various live artists every Sunday at this 
café. 

Every Sunday, 10 - 11:30 am 
Upper Room Ministry Bible Talk
VIRTUAL
Contact Ike at (503) 901-0623 for more info.

Every Sunday, 7 pm
Open Mic
THE WAYPOST
Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.
Weekly open mic at intimate venue

Every Sunday, 9 - 11 pm
Soulful Sundays
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
The Love Train band with Special Guest DJ Renz

ALBERTA 

ROSE 

THEATRE

• • • • • • • • •

• • • •

albertarosetheatre.com 
3000 NE Alberta 

503.764.4131

• • • • •

MARCH 2026

14 CLOWNS WITHOUT BORDERS

12 SEFFARINE

8
NORTH AMERICAN 

INDIGENOUS SONGBOOK
2pm

Resonance Ensemble presents

8
TIGRAN HAMASYAN

Manifeste with Blue Cranes
9pm

BIAMP Portland Jazz Festival

9

DAY OF EMPATHY
Family Preservation Project's

11

COLIN MELOY
Belong Art Community Benefit

+ Anna 
    Tivel

17 Celtic Light Orchestra
St. Patrick's Day Party

28 RIZO Cult-ish

19 LIVE WIRE RADIO

15 BALLET OF LIGHTS

16 PORTLAND YOUTH JAZZ 
ORCHESTRA WINTER CONCERT

+ Portland Vanguard Big Band

25 SCIENCE ON TAP 
Storm Chasing in the PNW 

6 DAVID WILCOX
+ Justin Farren

7 SHE'S SPEAKING
Celebrating Women Songwriters

1 NATIONAL GUITAR
the  Music of Paul Simon with 

JENNER FOX BAND

2

23 LÚNASA

26 ALASH

29 SOLAS

21 Dapperlesque
22 MORGAN JAMES

27 Tom Petty 
TributePETTY FEVER

13

CYRUS CHESTNUT TRIO 
BIAMP Portland Jazz Festival

w/ Alan 
Jones Trio

20 + Adam 
GabrielRUTHIE FOSTER

Submit information to CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.
org by the 10th of the month preceding the event.


