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Join us at the next Concordia Neighborhood Association 
Board Meeting on Wednesday, April 10, 6 p.m.

Attend in the McMenamins Kennedy School Community Room. To attend 
remotely, go to ConcordiaPDX.org/CNAMeetings.

Want to get involved locally?

All are welcome!

When Nature is a Nuisance

span over years before removal is appro-
priate. 

Early detection and removal of small 
plants is crucial to slow the spread of this 
all too common invasive. It is possible to 
dig out a small single sapling carefully in 
moist soil, without the use of herbicide, as 
long as the entire root system is removed 
intact. However, infestations of suckers, 
or smaller plants joined to a larger tree's 
root network will be best treated with the 
application of herbicide prior to removal. 
A tool called a Weed Wrench or shrub 
puller can be purchased and also found 
at all of Portland's Tool Libraries. The 
one at our NE Portland Tool Library is 
capable of removing a tree up to 1.5” in 
diameter. A shrub puller is a great option 
for property owners to use especially 
when the ground is soft. 

Since control of Tree of Heaven can 
take several years, it is important to 
check the area for regrowth for 2 or more 
years. 

 Once you know how to recognize the 
Tree of Heaven you will start spotting 
them all over our neighborhood. Its leaf 
shape is easily identifi able, and it is also 
known for having an unpleasant odor 
often described as rancid peanut butter. 
There are multiple large Trees of Heaven 
in Concordia and the surrounding neigh-
borhoods. You will no doubt see them 
near the sidewalk, alongside freeways 
and possibly even in your own yard. 

If you do see one, don’t ignore it. And 
if you fi nd one in your neighbor’s yard 
like I did, off er to help and share this 
information on how to safely remove it. 
Keeping up with invasives is the only way 
to protect our native plants and trees, 
ensuring they have room to grow for a 
long, long time. 

A Not So Heavenly Tree Cont'd

Michaela is an artist 
and avid gardener. 
Her free time is spent 
d oi n g  c e r ami c s , 
puttering in her yard, 
reading books and 
spending time with 
her family.

A Tree of Heaven pops up in a small area between the sidewalk and foundation of a building 
near Alberta Street. Photo by Michaela Montfort.

Every Thursday, June - August, 5 -7  pm

FREE GAME NIGHT!

At the CONCORDIA COMMONS
NE 30th and Killingsworth

More Information:

solvepestproblems.oregonstate.
edu/weeds/tree-of-heaven

4countycwma.org/assets/best-
mgmt-practices/tree-of-heaven-
bmp_fi nal.pdf

emswcd.org/conservation-
directory/

East Multnomah Soil & Water 
Conservation District - contact 
whitney@emswcd.org

Join us at the next Concordia Neighborhood Association 
Board Meeting on Wednesday, September 10, 6 p.m.
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House of Umoja / Black Educational Center 
Building and Murals Demolished to Make 
Way for New Albina Headstart School Cont'd
school programs at their new schools 
and estranged them from their neigh-
borhood friends.  Former board member 
Lolenzo Poe says this left them isolated 
and defenseless against cruel classmates 
and teachers. 

“The whole notion that somehow 
you were going to learn more sitting 
next to White kids than Black kids is 
almost humorous,” says Poe. “We are 
still suff ering from the tragedy that was 
busing and integration… it broke up our 
community.”

Operated out of the historic Vernon 
Library building on NE 17th (just south 
of the recently demolished structure), 
the BEC emphasized academic excel-
lence, self-confidence, and a thorough 
awareness of Afro-American history 
and culture. In the Fall of 1973, the BEC 
welcomed its fi rst class of full-time grade 
school students. 

“Black parents trusted us enough 
to work with their children that first 
summer,” Herndon remembers. “Parents 
had to pay tuition, because we weren't 
getting funding from anybody. It just 
strikes me, the confi dence Black parents 
had to allow us to work with their kids.”

At the same time, Herndon expanded 
the BEC’s operations in several directions. 
The organization obtained the adjacent 
brick building on the corner of Alberta as 
well as the building directly west for use 
as an administrative building. In 1971, 
the Black Educational Center Bookstore 
(later the Talking Drum) opened on N 
Williams Avenue.

Herndon took Public Portland Schools 
to task for busing and test scores and the 
Black Educational Center soon outper-
formed the district. The 70's and 80’s 
were an era of worsening economic and 
social turbulence for Portland’s Black 
community. Most other community 
outreach organizations that cropped up 
around the same time withered away, but 
the BEC weathered the ensuing decades 
through the 1990s.

“The Black Male: An Endangered 
Species?”

Portland’s violent crime rates peaked 
in the early 1980s as more of its male 
youth became entrenched in a growing 
gang culture. Oregonians generally 
viewed gang violence as a California 
problem that creeped up the Willamette 
valley. Local law enforcement posited 
that  L.A.-based gangs, particularly the 
Crips, expanded from Southern Cali-
fornia’s saturated drug market into the 
Pacifi c Northwest to sell crack cocaine, 
where they would make double or triple 
the profi t. 

In 1988, state troopers were assigned 
to ride TriMet buses and trains to “curb 
gang violence.” The next year, Gov. Neil 
Goldschmidt sent three dozen National 
Guard troops to help police “crack down 
on Portland’s ‘drug-driven’ street gangs.” 
The Black community was rattled by a 
series of police killings of Black men. Most 
prominent among them was the killing 
of ex-marine and father of five, Tony 
Stevenson, who was choked to death by a 
Portland police offi  cer. ‘The Black male: 
an endangered species’ became a catch-
phrase among columnists, professors 

and social outreach workers to describe 
the deepening crisis of gang violence. 

Inspiration from the East 
In January 1989, educator and advo-

cate Lolenzo Poe attended the Hope 
For Youth Conference in Downtown 
Portland, where he saw Philadelphia 
journalist and activist Falaka Fattah 
deliver a speech on nonviolence and gang 
outreach. Fattah had founded a gang 
outreach program with her husband, 
David in 1968 after they learned one of 
their six sons had joined a gang. After 
working with their son, they worked to 
rehabilitate the members of his gang. The 
Fattahs created a safehouse in West Phil-
adelphia called House of Umoja, Swahili 
for ‘unity,’ where they encouraged rival 
youth gangs to arbitrate disputes through 
direct communication. 

The Fattahs aimed to provide “cultur-
ally-specific intervention services” for 
gang-affected youth. Drawing on the 
values of Kwanzaa, the Fattahs sought 
to replicate the structure of a tight-knit 
extended family. Fattah served as its 
matriarch and was eventually known as 
the Queen Mother. The Umoja program 
emphasized family and community 
principles, self-worth, hard work and 
education. “We utilized our culture, 
our African heritage,” Fattah said. “We 
showed them that they had a greater 
heritage than the legacy of slavery.” 

The Fattahs did not make their resi-
dents give up their gang affiliations, 
conscious to not deprive local youth of 
their strongest social bonds. This allowed 
them to gain the trust of members of 
several rival street gangs and earned 
them the credibility needed to arbitrate 
disputes between them. 

By 1970, House of Umoja was a 
fully functioning residential treat-
ment program for gang-aff ected youth, 
several of whom had nowhere else to 
go. The Philadelphia courts were soon 
sentencing boys to at Umoja’s residential 
center, which paved the way for govern-
ment funding and expansion. 

In 1974, David Fattah, a veteran Phil-
adelphia educator, authored the fabled 
Imani Peace Pact, a gang truce signed by 
over 400 gang members representing 30 
diff erent groups. The pact was credited 
for dropping Philadelphia homicide rate 
from a record high to a record low in the 
space of four years.

House of Umoja in Portland
When the Fattahs agreed to help Poe 

establish the Portland House of Umoja, 
corporate and city leadership were quick 
to cosign. In March 1990, Nike, the City 
of Portland, the Portland Police Bureau 
Sunshine Division, and the Oregon 
State Drug and Alcohol Offi  ce pledged 
a combined $199,000 to support the 
project. Washington Federal Savings and 
Loan donated two properties amounting 
to a similar value. In May, the Fattahs 
were welcomed back to Portland with a 
press conference attended by mayor Bud 
Clark, Ron Herndon and others. 

However, businesses around the 
neighborhood were not all supportive 
of the project. “If I had known that 16 
former gang members were going to be 

my next door neighbors,” Jeff Parks, 
owner of the Royal Esquire Club across 
the street, said, “I would still be at City 
Hall today, possibly as a resident.”  

House of Umoja Inc., with Poe as its 
chairman, obtained the building from 
the Black Education Center. Like most 
Streetcar Era buildings along our stretch 
of Alberta, the two story brick building 
was built to accommodate commercial 
spaces on the street level and apartments 
above them. Poe poised to renovate the 
space to accommodate eight to ten youth 
and two live-in staff . 

While a funding shortage delayed 
the renovation of the Umoja building, 
Poe sent Portland’s fi rst House of Umoja 
cohort to stay at the Fattahs’ residential 
facility in West Philadelphia, where they 
and their sons also lived. “They came so 
they could experience it themselves and 
take it back and be antibodies,” Fattah 
says. 

By mid-1991, the residential program 
was in full swing. Some of its residents 
were mandated by the court to stay 
there, while others came in off  the street 
seeking respite from gang life and a safe 
place to sleep. 

“The only family they had was the 
gangs,” former House of Umoja intern 
Charles Hannah says, “so, we had to 
change that.” Hannah, who now operates 
Third Eye Books on SE Division, came 
to Portland in 1992 after studying law 
enforcement administration at Western 
Illinois University. “I did not want to be 
the police, but I knew I wanted to work 
with my community,” Hannah said.  

Walking down Alberta one Summer 
day, Hannah ran into Johnny A. Gage, 
known as ‘Biggie’, playing basketball 
with some neighborhood boys. In need 
of an internship to complete his degree, 
Gage began working at House of Umoja 
that Fall. Gage eventually became the 
Executive Director, lived upstairs and 
adopted the role of house parent. 

Hannah found that the space gave its 
residents a family atmosphere that most 
did not have. According to Hannah, 
the residents generally moved as a 
unit, eating home-cooked family meals 
together and doing most other things as a 
community. “The space itself was condu-
cive to conversations,” Hannah says. 

Learning at the Black Educational Center. Photo by Richard J. Brown.

Story continued on Page 7
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WE’RE KICKING OFF THE 
25/26 SEASON WITH STYLE

JOSHUA BELL PLAYS 
SAINT-SAËNS
The violin superstar joins for the grandest of season 
openings! One of the most celebrated, most 
award-crowned artists of our day, he lifts you into 
the stratosphere of the instrument’s register.

ANDREW BIRD
The Grammy-nominated violinist, songwriter, and 
multi-instrumentalist makes his debut with the 
Oregon Symphony. His unique virtuosity balances 
swelling sounds with jazz, folk, and pop melodies 
in an unforgettable display.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!   ORSYMPHONY.ORG   503.228.1353 
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Hannah frequently helped supervise 
Midnight Basketball, an eff ort between 
multiple youth outreach programs to 
keep the youth off  of the street on Friday 
nights. “We get them into the gym, we 
turn the lights on and we start talking,” 
Hannah said. “And we talk for 5 to 10 
minutes and then we play basketball.” 

One night, Midnight Basketball came 
to a screeching halt when police cars 
surrounded the gym and two teenage 
boys were arrested in connection with 
a murder that had taken place the night 
before. Hannah remembered how the 
boys seemed quieter than normal as they 
accompanied him on his errands earlier 
that day. “That’s the memory I have; two 
young men who were ready to do good 
things,” Hannah said, “But earlier that 
evening, they took a fateful car ride and 
somebody died.” 

The moral of this story, in his own 
words is, “everyone needs a place to go.” 

Loss of Funding and Closure 
A declining juvenile delinquency rate 

in the late 1990s as well as a 1997 county 
report alleging a high gang-recidivism 
rate of Umoja’s residents led the organi-
zation to cut its residential program and 
pivot to job training and outreach. Poe 
was dismayed by the change but hoped 
the program would return. 

But Umoja faced another logistical 
problem: even though gang violence 

House of Umoja / Black Educational Center 
Building and Murals Demolished to Make 
Way for New Albina Headstart School Cont'd

was back on the rise by the mid 2000s, 
especially aff ecting young Black males, 
gentrifi cation had signifi cantly pushed 
its clientele of gang-aff ected youth out 
of the burgeoning ‘Alberta Arts District,’ 
prompting it to expand its focus to east 
Portland and east Multnomah County. 

 In the early 2000s, the program 
struggled to maintain programs and 
funding sources until its administrative 
functions were taken over by Cascadia 
Behavioral Healthcare, which collapsed 
in 2008. In 2009, Umoja merged with 
LifeWorks NW,  a mental health and 
addiction services program with several 
other locations around Portland.

The House of Umoja was forced to 
close in September 2011 after funding for 
the program was cut entirely. When Mult-
nomah County moved to direct its new 
$4.5 million grant towards intervention-
based outreach programs, supporters of 
House of Umoja wondered why they had 
been passed over. 

“We have gone from prevention to 
intervention, and there needs to be both,” 
says Tina Glover, a former program 
director at House of Umoja. 

New Albina Head Start Center 
In Februar y 2012, LifeWorks 

purchased the building from Umoja 
Inc. It operated as the LifeWorks Umoja 
Center until 2020, when the chapter 

moved into an office on Alberta and 
M.L.K., leaving the building vacant. 

In a full circle moment for Herndon, 
Head Start took ownership of the historic 
brick building in August 2022, with plans 
for a facility equipped with classrooms 
and offi  ces. However, the cost of retrofi t-
ting the building’s unreinforced masonry 
proved costlier than constructing a new 
building. 

A New Building 
After receiving a grant from Nike 

CEO Phil Knight-backed 1803 Fund for 
$25 million in April of this year, Head 
Start got the greenlight from the city to 
demolish the building.  “It shows corpo-
rate responsibility,” Fattah said about 
Knight’s contribution.

The new facility, the McKinley 
Burt Center, honors African American 
inventor and author McKinley Burt Jr., 
who once lived in an apartment on the 
second f loor of the now-demolished 
building. Herndon has stated that Head 
Start took high-resolution images of both 
remaining murals and plans to incor-
porate them into the design of the new 
center. 

Refl ecting on the new center, Hannah 
says, “hopefully it is going to be some-
thing the community can be proud of.”  
Fattah feels that Herndon’s new project 
is excellent. “As Malcom X said, ‘educa-
tion is the passport to the future.” 

Follow us at:
@CNAPDX

CNA is on Instagram!
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By Megan Cecil-Gobble
Contributing Writer

We’re halfway through our 
24 week Emergency Prepa-
ration Kit process / hunt 

/ game. This month we inventory our 
“stuff ”, store it somewhere safe, and talk 
with our neighbors about needs during 
an emergency. Remember to consider 
pets, children or anyone disabled that 
might be at home during the day and 
unable to get out to a safe place by them-
selves.

Our fi rst action item this month is 
to fi nd or buy the following:
• Laxative 

• Antacid

• Antidiarrheal

• Rubbing alcohol

• Duct tape

• Whistle

• Tarp

• “Blank DVDS to Record Home 
Inventory?”

• Electrolyte Replacement drink 
(sports or infant solution)

• 3 cans of fruit per person

• Hard candy

Saturdays | 9am - 1pm | June - October
Intersection of NE Dekum St. and Durham Ave.

Live Music, Farm Fresh Produce & Local Food Vendors

Emergency Preparedness

Weeks 11 to 14 - Inventories and Good 
Neighbors

• Comfort / stress food (ex. cookies, 
sweet cereal, tea bags, instant 
coff ee)

• 1 jar of peanut butter

• 1 box of crackers

• 1 package of eating utensils

Looking around our house and 
garage, I fi nd everything except the fruit 
and instant coff ee which I get from New 
Seasons and Mini-Mercado respectively. 
A fun fi nd for my inner child was my old 
slide whistle. Since I had more time by 
not shopping, I organized my 14 weeks 
of supplies by sorting items into 1) Food, 
2) Hardware, 3) Info, 4) Medical, and 5) 
Games/Entertainment. As you can see by 
my amateur selfi e, the space under our 
utility sink is getting full. This cornu-
copia will be overfl owing by week 24 in 
December. 

Now that we have more stuff, it’s 
time to take inventory. You can purchase 
DVDs to store images of your personal 
items transferred from your camera to 
a DVD recorder, which are stored some-
place safe (like the bank). Or you can save 
fi les to your backup drive which you then 
take along with your laptop computer in 
an emergency. I prefer storing images 
and fi les on the cloud. 

To stage an inventory image, open all 
cabinets, drawers, and closets in each 

room to uncover hidden items. In the 
bedroom and kitchen, take out drawers 
and place them on the bed, counters or 
fl oor to see all items at once. If you don’t 
have time to get everything, at least 
capture nostalgic items for memories 
and expensive items to prove insurance 
claims. I’m using a Google mail account 
and the Google app to organize fi les and 
collaborate with others. You might prefer 
Facebook or another platform instead. 
Learn new things and enjoy the journey.

The last action item is to talk to our 
neighbors, especially the alter-abled or 
ones with pets, or kids. If an emergency 
situation occurs while able-bodied adults 

are away, discuss how to get pets and kids 
out with bedding, water and snacks to 
keep them calm. Find out what medical 
equipment an infirm neighbor needs 
to live away from home (oxygen bottles 
or medications for example). Exchange 
names and numbers and write notes 
for future reference. Having an iOS or 
Android phone makes this easier, as does 
bringing homemade treats or garden 
produce to greet the new neighbor.

I’m really excited for next month’s 
installment, Dealing with Pee and Poo!

Taking inventory of my emergency prep kit contents so far. Photo by Megan Cecil-Gobble.

Megan is a retired 
Engineer/ RN. Aged 
Girl  Scout  with 
survival training. 
Live d  30 ye ar s 
in Portland with 
Patrick. Grandkids 
nearby.

Need a place for your event?

Pricing: $25/hr ($15/hr. for nonprofits)
Info: ConcordiaDPX.org/community-room-rental

The Community Room at McMenamins Kennedy School is a 
great place for your book club, birthday or baby shower.

Are you a NET 
who wants 

to share your 
knowledge with 

the neighborhood?

Contact Dina at mediateamlead@

concordiapdx.org for more details.

$40/hr and $25 for nonprofi ts.
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It's Me, Your Neighborhood Squirrel 
By Greg Bishop, Contributing Writer

Greetings neighbor! Allow me to introduce myself, I am one of the squir-
rels from the park across the street. Don't worry about which one–I know 
you can't tell us apart anyway. 
But for the record, I'm an eastern fox squirrel, with the scientific name Sci-
urus niger. It's funny to me because it sounds like "scurry-us", and we are 
always scurrying–you have to scurry if you want to survive in the wild! 
That's right, even though to you I'm just an adorable rodent in your peace-
ful local greenspace, I'm actually out here every day fighting for survival! 

I've got no complaints–how could I? This is the only life I know, and squir-
rels aren't much for deep contemplation about alternative universes any-
way. But I will say this, I don't much care for your dog. Boy, I wish this park 
had stricter leash laws. Like, you'd have to clean up dog poop for a month 
if you get caught! Surviving in the wild is slightly harder with an obnoxious 
breedadoodle constantly chasing you up a tree!

Not that dogs are serious predators–they rarely catch one of us. But still! Every time 
some doofus corgi (that'd get its butt kicked by a raccoon) runs after me, it inter-
rupts my foraging time! 
And foraging time, although it's my favorite activity in all of squirreldom, is a lot of 
hard work!

But yeah, I guess other than foraging and avoiding real predators 
(like Cooper's hawks), the rest of our time is spent... well—you know 
there's only so many things we wild animals do with our time. 
Ahem– 
In regards to squirrel reproduction, we aren't necessarily a species 
to admire. At least the males, who don't really do jack squat for the 
kids. Squirrel moms do their best, but growing up in the wild can be 
dangerous!

It sounds kinda funny to think of your local park as the wild, doesn't it? 
Well—all that word means is the place where animals live. Technically, this is both 
your neighborhood and your habitat. But it's not just yours, or just mine either. In 
fact, there's all sorts of different organisms that live here: birds, beetles, worms, 
ants, and slugs. Plus all the plant and fungal and protozoal and bacterial (+/- viral) 
life that you can't even see! 
Believe it or not, I'm actually on the larger size for animals in this park. It wasn't 
always that way, but a population of bears just isn't sustainable in most suburbs. 
Most of the animals here are tiny and inconspicuous. I have to admit it, I'm guilty of 
ignoring the little guys and tend to just focus on the animals that are most obvious 
during the day, when I'm active. 
Which pretty much means crows.

We've got a collegial relationship, us squirrels and crows. Sure, if a squirrel 
gets run over (it's so hard to decide which way to go!), crows'll help them-
selves to our flattened carcass. But we rarely fight, even though we use a 
lot of the same resources. 
And that's just fine with me. 
I like it here–I'm happy to be alive. I don't want to fight anybody (except, 
sometimes during breeding season, I do get unusually angry at most other 
squirrels I come across). So thank you for leashing up your dog, driving 
carefully, and sparing us the peanuts (it seems counterintuitive, I know, 
but it's actually not the best for us long-term. Seriously, thank you for your 
kind intentions but please stop!). 
It's lovely to have you as neighbors, and I appreciate you keeping this nice 
park here for us to live and die and undertake our greatest purpose in life: 
being a squirrel 

This wild life is precious.

Greg Bishop is a life-
long animal lover, 
veterinarian, and 
part time cartoonist. 
He works at various 
veterinary practices 
in the Portland area, 
teaches, writes and 

illustrates things, too. He lives near 
Wilshire Park with his family, but mostly 
he stares at the squirrels and wonders 
what they're thinking.
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“Absolutely Gorgeous” 

“We really adore our new space. 
Thank you, Mac-Bo, LLC!”

The only tool you need.
503-282-1841 • Mac-Bo.com

CCB 166263"

By David Corby
Contributing Writer

I first met Shelly Lawrence seated 
outside at Concordia Commons 
on a lovely summer day. There 

was a gentle breeze in the air, and the 
colorful painting working its way around 
the asphalt was beaming in the sunshine. 
It’s a beautiful place to spend an after-
noon, and Shelly knows the space well. 

Each Sunday during the summer 
season, the Commons hosts live music 
for the community. It’s a space that 
has allowed Shelly to both share her 
creativity and discover new friendships 
in the process. In June, she and her 
husband, a fellow jazz musician, shared 
a musical performance in the Commons, 
and since then she’s gone on to volunteer 
to host open game nights on Thursdays. 
For Shelly, the Commons is more than 
just an open neighborhood block—it’s 
a space to create community. “I’d really 
like to encourage others to use this space 
to be a part of the Concordia Community, 
too,” she says. 

In time, she even hopes to present 
a puppet activity there. As a visual and 
performing arts teacher for 31 years, 
Shelly has learned to use her creativity 
as a spark to ignite her students’ passion. 
“Instead of working on tests, I would 
ask students to present something they 
learned in a way that spoke to them,” she 
says. “I had students working on papier 

Making the Work Fun: A Conversation with 
Shelly Lawrence

Faces of Concordia

mȃché, putting on costumes, grab-
bing an instrument—you name it. I just 
remember looking around and thinking, 
every single person is excited.” 

For Shelly, using art as an avenue to 
open up learning is intentional. The inte-
gration of arts in curriculum development 
was a central focus of her master’s degree, 
and her own experience as a musician, 
actor, and puppeteer reflects her chame-
leonic creative capabilities. These days, 
she and her husband, a fellow jazz musi-
cian, spend weeks at a time traveling and 

playing music in wineries across the state 
of Washington. If you’re lucky, you might 
even catch them serenading passerbys 
on the Vancouver waterfront. “It’s such a 
beautiful place,” she says. “We really just 
play there to be a part of the whole expe-
rience.” 

As I spend time in conversation with 
Shelly, I find myself falling into the 
feeling that her life is a dream of good 
fortune. Developing her own art-based 
curriculum as an educator, playing music 
along the Columbia River, traveling to 

wineries with her partner—it sounds like 
the epitome of creativity and fun. Only 
then am I reminded that fun is a key 
component of how Shelly dictates her 
life. “I want to have fun every day,” she 
tells me. “You’ve got to do the work, but 
you can bring fun into it.” She pauses a 
moment before adding some additional 
clarity. “It’s not goofing off—fun is deeper 
than that.” 

The fact is, she’s right. At a time when 
grants for the arts have been reduced 
across the nation, there is a particularly 
profound power in Shelly’s words. Devel-
oping opportunities for individuals of 
all ages to nurture their own creativity 
is not just an activity, but an act of 
service. Through her engagement in the 
Concordia community, Shelly is planting 
seeds of fun that will continue to bloom 
for many seasons to come.

Shelly Lawrence enjoying a sunny chair at Concordia Commons. Photo by David Corby.

David Corby is a 
poet, essayist, and 
professional over-
communicator. When 
he’s not out exploring 
the neighborhood 
with his wife and dog, 
chances are high that 

you can find him wrapping thoughts in 
words at your favorite local coffee shop.

Superbloom
By Joshua Lickteig, Contributing Writer

All that is lush and nourishing in nature
Sacred recitatives in the evening’s chorales,

Attention in a journey of life.
The ordinary speech of some memory offers in its

Patterns different choices, careful where order itself 
Is an entanglement. May we really guess 

How its rhythm is being expected?
The red breasted finch quizzes an aphid:

On a plinth this tenor sings each day mythic glory,
Arrives as if opening the twelve minute tune to Sunny 

Rollins’ “What’s New?” – And mid
Any passion’s ghost reconstructing yesterday

With spirit plumb, also this day examines in glimpses
The neighborhood newspaper’s flaps in breezy gusts
From the open doors south and west in the garage,

On a found trapezium that will become a table, or desk.
Our narrator whose responsibility may also be as audient,

Before planning an additional central chorus for later in the day
Recalls last night in another part of town a harpsichord’s string,

Just before the concert, snapped with an edgeless twang.
Of sudden blur many purple lupines beside the road, mullein reaching skyward

And transport to a rumination weeks earlier on Mount Rainier 
Adjacent the trail to Panorama Point over a glacial stream. By its waterfall

Quite windy. Marmots scurrying, collecting, and grazing.
There are painted paper cylinder lampshades inside the old park lodge below

Of 64 alpine flowers. A steeply pitched roof with exposed Alaska cedar
Log framing red huckleberry and salal above the fifty foot fireplace of

The building’s west. From avalanche lily to marsh marigold,
Shrubby cinquefoil, trillium, mountain ash . . .

Resuming the aria, flute and oboes seem to join the finch
Just as Bach might have borrowed

In gospel settings from other composers. Nearby
Mending of clothespins mid-wire in the gleam

Of August, a handkerchief flies away, finds respite
Draped over jade. Our attention selects what kind of light

In the undulations of the mind?
At times it commends pathways with

Fullness to harmony and balance
As if all at once seen

On a slow morning, opening timeworn books.
Some slide like a juniper wood barn door

And bow to the heat.

Poetry Corner
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Share your love of neighborhood trees! 
Submit answers to the questions below, along with a photograph (or 

drawing) of yourself and/or the subject of your tree story to 

concordiatreeteam@gmail.com

Tell us a little about yourself.

 What is your connection to Concordia and how long have you lived or 
worked in the neighborhood?

What is your “Tree Story?"

Tree stories will be posted on the New Roots Blog and when space allows, in 
the Concordia News.
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Community calendar items
Priority is afforded to local 
events sponsored by—or 
which benefit—local nonprofit 
organizations. Submit 
information to CNewsEditor@
ConcordiaPDX.org by the 10th of 
the month preceding the event.

Concordia Community Events Calendar
ONE-TIME EVENTS

Friday, August 1st, 8 pm
JOHN K. SALT + LIGHT TOUR
POLARIS HALL
Location: 635 N Killingsworth Ct.
Honest pop from Orlando-based singer 
songwriter

Saturday, August 2nd, 6 - 7 pm and 9 - 10 
pm
THE JAZZ ROOM:  JOURNEY 
INTO THE HEART OF NEW 
ORLEANS
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.

Sunday, August 3rd, 4 - 6 pm
FREE CONCERT: PORTLAND 
MOUNTAIN BOYS
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th Ave. and Killingsworth
Old timey tunes played with heart

Thursday, August 7th, 6 - 8 pm
NEIGHBORS NIGHT OUT
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON AMPITHEATRE
Location: 2800 NE Liberty St.
Celebrate CNA's 50th anniversary with mu-
sic, face painting, games and treats.

Saturday, August 9th, 7 - 9 pm
OPERA ON TAP
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL 
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Beers and rotating opera singers

Sunday, August 10th, 4 - 6 pm
FREE CONCERT: THE ANGEL 
BOUCHET BAND
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th Ave. and Killingsworth
Straight-up blues

Wednesday, August 13th, 7 pm
DRAG QUEEN BINGO
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Hosted by Poison Waters

Wednesday, August 13th, 9:30 pm
3L3D3P
POLARIS HALL
Location: 635 N Killingsworth Ct.
Hyper chaotic punk/electronic music

Saturday, August 16th, 8 - 10 pm
NOT YOUR BASIC NORTHWEST 
PUNK FEST
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.

Sunday, August 17th, 4 - 6 pm
FREE CONCERT: KELLY AND THE 
SIDEKICKS!
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th Ave. and Killingsworth
Country music

Sunday, August 17th, 6:30 pm
LOOSEWIG JAZZ SERIES
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Different jazz performer monthly hosted by 
Brent Follis

Tuesday, August 19th, 7 pm
OMSI SCIENCE PUB
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Science + beer = fun

Thursday, August 21st, 6 - 9 pm
HIP HOP BINGO
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Presented by PDX Hip Hop Week
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

Sunday, August 24th, 4 - 6 pm
FREE CONCERT: JOHNY FRANCO 
AND HIS REAL BROTHER DOM
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th Ave. and Killingsworth
Portland’s professional entertainer

Monday, August 25th, 7 pm
HISTORY PUB
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.

Sunday, August 31st, 4 - 6 pm
FREE CONCERT: BEACON ROCK
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th Ave. and Killingsworth
The spirit of campfire jams with a love and 
bluegrass and roots

ONGOING EVENTS

Thursday, August 28th, 6 - 9 pm
LAST THURSDAY 
ALBERTA STREET GALLERY
Location: 1829 NE Alberta St.
The Art of Mark Bishop / Birds, Branches, 
and Botanicals

Thursday - Saturday, August 28th - 31st
THE EMPIRE STRIPS BACK
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.
Star Wars-themed burlesque show

Tuesday, August 12th and all second Tues-
days, 5 - 7 pm
FREE CRAFT NIGHT
COLLAGE PDX
Location: 1639 NE Alberta St.
Craft materials and instruction provided

Saturday, August 9th and all second Satur-
days, 9 am - 3 pm
ROSE CITY STAMP FAIR
OREGON STAMP SOCIETY
Location: 4838 NE 33rd Ave.

Friday, August 15th and all third Fridays, 7 
pm
FABRIC GRIEF GROUP
LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.
Feel and be real with eco-theologian.

Every Saturday, June - October, 9am - 1pm
WOODLAWN FARMERS MARKET 
Location: NE Dekum St. and NE Durham 
Ave.
Support local farmers, makers, bakers and 
artisans.

Saturdays and Sundays in August, 4 pm
HISTORY AND ART TOUR
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Learn about Kennedy School history and the 
art on its walls.

Every Sunday, June - August, 4-6 pm
FREE SUNDAY FUN IN THE 
COMMONS
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th Ave. and Killingsworth
Music and other family-friendly fun. 
concordiapdx.org/upcomingevents

Every Monday, 3 - 4:30 pm
SOCIAL SAMPLERS
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.
Make friends through PP&R-sponsored 
program that includes games, food and 
activities.

Every Monday, 5:30 - 7 pm
DRUMMERS AWARENESS CLASS
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Colombia Blvd.
Drum with community and find your voice.

Every Monday, 7 - 10 pm
BRIDGETOWN TRIVIA
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

Every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, 2 - 4 pm
ADULT BASKETBALL 
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
OPEN COURT : ALL PLAY JAM
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd.

Every Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
COMMUNITY MEALS
LEAVEN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 5431 NE 20th Ave.

Every Wednesday, 6 - 10 pm
WEDNESDAY NIGHT SOCIAL 
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Cigars, Dominos, and Music

Every Wednesday, 7 pm
KARAOKE!
THE WAYPOST
Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.

Every Thursday July-August  4-7pm
GAME NIGHTS
CAFE ELEVEN
Location: 435 NE Rosa Parks Way
Classic board games and role-playing games 
hosted by Frankie Sipsisnacks

Every Thursday, 10 - 2
BIPOC FOOD PANTRY DROP-IN
ALDER COMMONS
Location: 4212 NE Prescott St.
Free food for BIPOC community members

Every Thursday, June - August, 5 -7  pm
FREE GAME NIGHT
CONCORDIA COMMONS
Location: NE 30th Ave. and Killingsworth
Play with your neighbors, choose from many 
games.

Every Friday, 12:30 - 2:30 pm 
TECH HELP DROP-IN
NORTH PORTLAND LIBRARY
Location: 512 N Killingsworth St.
Free tech help for mobile devices, websites, 
getting started and more

Every Friday, 2 - 5 pm
LOOSE THREADS NEEDLECRAFT 
CIRCLE
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL COM-
MUNITY ROOM
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Learn to knit, crochet or embroider or bring a 
craft of your own.

Every Wednesday and Friday, 8 - 10 pm
OPEN GYM
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Columbia Blvd.

Fridays and Saturdays, 7:30 - 9:15 pm
CURIOUS COMEDY SHOWDOWN
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd.
Six improv artists battle to see who has the 
quickest wit.

Every Sunday, 10 am – 12 pm
LIVE MUSIC – VARIOUS ARTISTS
JUST BOB  
Location: 2403 NE Alberta St.
Watch various live artists every Sunday at 
this café. 

Every Sunday, 10 - 11:30 am 
UPPER ROOM MINISTRY BIBLE 
TALK
VIRTUAL
Contact Ike at (503) 901-0623 for more info.

Every Sunday, 7 pm
OPEN MIC
THE WAYPOST
Location: 3120 N Williams Ave.
Weekly open mic at intimate venue

Every Sunday, 9 - 11 pm
SOULFUL SUNDAYS
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
The Love Train band with Special Guest DJ 

ALBERTA 

ROSE 

THEATRE

• • • • • • • • •

• • • •

albertarosetheatre.com 
3000 NE Alberta 

503.764.4131

• • • • •

AUGUST 2025

10 OTTMAR LIEBERT 
AND LUNA NEGRA

28 KRUGER 
BROTHERS

+ Salinas Road

23 MASTERS OF 
HAWAIIAN MUSIC 

GEORGE KAHUMOKU JR, 
DANIEL HO & TIA CARRERE

29 BRYNNE WEAVER

27 RIZO +
MAKING MOVES

5 Come Together
 a burlesque tribute 

to The Beatles

29

PJCE featuring
Mary Flower

12th Annual
Montavilla Jazz Festival

11 Nellie McKay’s
Strange Days

12 LEATHER 
& LACE

A TRIBUTE TO 
ALL THINGS FLEETWOOD & STEVIE

13
14

26 I Put a Spell 
on You

NINA SIMONE TRIBUTE
WITH LARHONDA STEELE 

AND THE ADRIAN MARTIN SEXTET

30

Dare & 
       Derriere

archetypes

aerial burlesque

SEPT PREVIEW

19
20

27
21

28

J.A.W.Z.
THE MUSICAL

IN 3D!

THE SALOON ENSEMBLE PRESENTS

30     LOUDON
WAINWRIGHT III

+ Kyshona


