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CNA Mission Statement
To connect Concordia residents and 
businesses—inform, educate and report 
on activities, issues and opportunities 
of the neighborhood

Concordia News
is a free monthly publication of 
the Concordia Neighborhood 
Association. Newspapers are 
delivered to all residences and many 
community locations in the Concordia 
neighborhood.
Concordia News is printed on 40% 
post-consumer or better paper, 
manufactured at a local mill.

Find us online at: 
ConcordiaPDX.org, 
Instagram @CNAPDX and 
Facebook.com/groups/ConcordiaPDX

Alberta Street Gallerist Dies
By Marsha Sandman

Contributing Writer

Susannah Kelly, the Portland 
artist and co-founder of Antler 
and Talon Galleries on Alberta 

Street, passed away unexpectedly on 
September 2nd. At only 36 years old, 
she became violently ill two days after a 
series of strokes caused by vertebral arte-
rial dissection. Her husband and gallery 

co-owner Neil Perry said on social media 
that “she passed peacefully, surrounded 
by our family and her closest friends.”

A memorial service for Kelly was 
held on September 18th at the galleries 
and many friends and admirers spoke. 
According to friend and art historian 
Shannon M. Lieberman, “the crowd of 
mourners spilled out of the front doors 
and onto the sidewalk. The f lowers 
people brought lined an entire wall of the 
gallery.’’ At the service, “from recalling 
her drive and insistence on being excel-
lent at everything she pursued to her 
deep love of dogs, her biting wit, and her 
infectious laugh, she was remembered, 
fittingly, in ways equally funny and 
poignant,” said a friend in an interview 

After living east, 
south, north and west, 
Marsha Sandman is 
home at last. And she 
wants to hear your 
story. Contact her at 
MarshaJSandman@
gmail.com.

Photo courtesy of Neil Perry.

Kelly poured 
her talent and 
creativity into 

her work and will 
be remembered 
for supporting 

artists, her 
community, and 
the environment.

for The Santa Barbara Independent.
The couple first opened the small 

gallery in 2012 and later expanded to a 
much larger space. In a recent interview 
with Oregon Artswatch, Linda Tesner, 
an independent curator, described Kelly 
and Perry as “rising stars in the Portland 
arts community, taking their approach to 
a commercial gallery in an original and 
refreshing direction.”

Kelly poured her talent and creativity 
into her work and will be remembered 
for supporting artists, her community, 
and the environment. “Susannah and 
Neil built a reputation for showcasing 
incredible talent, and particularly for 
their willingness to take risks and show 
unconventional work,” said Lieberman.

Kelly considered Portland her favorite 
city in the world and “demonstrated 
how much she loved the city through 
her actions and the relationships she 
cultivated. Her infectious laugh made 
everyone around her smile. She was 
witty, loving, generous, and kind. She 
cared deeply about equality and social 
justice. She loved hunting for agates, 
shells, and fossils. She stopped to pet 
every dog she met. She loved nature, her 
family, and her friends.” says Lieberman.

She will be deeply missed by her 
friends, the Concordia community, and 
her loved ones. Kelly’s family has set up 
a fund to help pay Kelly’s medical bills. 
Help support them at: GoFundMe.com/f/
cover-medical-bills-for-susannah-kelly.

By Leigh Shelton
Contributing Writer

A temporar y Multnomah 
County library branch has 
opened in Room 120 of the 

main library at University of Oregon. 
(2800 NE Liberty St.)

Major library upgrades and reno-
vations have caused several regular 
Portland branches to close, including 

Temporary County Library Branch is Set Up at U of O
North Portland, Albina and Gregory 
Heights, through summer 2024.

Services available at the temporary 
branch include holds pick up, 24/7 book 
return, computer stations, wi-fi, free 
printing, faxing and scanning. There is 
also a small amount of books to browse, 
including “Lucky Day” items (extra copies 
of popular titles that are not listed in the 
catalog but are available in person.)

In a recent press release, Mult-
nomah Country Director of Libraries 
Vailey Oehlke said, “Thanks to an 
incredible spirit of partnership from 
the University of Oregon, we’re 
able to offer more library mate-
rials and services to the community 
where they’re needed.” The tempo-
rary library branch is open Monday 
through Saturday from 1-6 pm.

A very cute beekeeper, pg. 6

Shop 'till you drop, pg. 11
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From the Board

CNA Board of Directors
Chair | Chair@ConcordiaPDX.org Astrid Furstner
East 1 | East1@ConcordiaPDX.org Heather Pashley
East 2 | East2@ConcordiaPDX.org Rich Burton
Northwest 1 | NW1@ConcordiaPDX.org Isham “Ike” Harris
Northwest 2 | NW2@ConcordiaPDX.org Matt Roberts
Southwest 1 | SW1@ConcordiaPDX.org Austin Cross
Southwest 2 | SW2@ConcordiaPDX.org Megan Gobble
At Large 1 | AL1@ConcordiaPDX.org Robert Bowles
At Large 2 | AL2@ConcordiaPDX.org Patricia McMahan
At Large 3 | AL3@ConcordiaPDX.org John McSherry
At Large 4 | AL4@ConcordiaPDX.org <open position>
At Large 5 | AL5@ConcordiaPDX.org Michelle Fitzgerald
At Large 6 | AL6@ConcordiaPDX.org Brittany van der Salm
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To learn how to attend CNA meetings in-person 
(when available) or remotely, visit:
•	 ConcordiaPDX.org/CNAMeetings
•	 Facebook.com/groups/ConcordiaPDX

CNA meeting venues, how to attend

Concordia Neighborhood 
Association

Board Meeting
1st Tuesday of the month, Tuesday, November 7, 6 p.m., 
McMenamins Kennedy School Community Room with 
call in option, see box below, contact Astrid Furstner, 
Chair@ConcordiaPDX.org
Annual Membership Meeting
Tuesday, November 7, 7 p.m., McMenamins Kennedy 
School Community Room with call in option, see box 
below, contact Astrid Furstner, Chair@ConcordiaPDX.
org
Social Committee Meeting
Third Tuesday of the month, Tuesday, November 21, 
6 p.m., Via Chicago Pizza, contact 
Social@ConcordiaPDX.org for more details. 
Media Team Meeting
Tuesday, November 28, 6 p.m., Contact Dina Sage for 
location, MediaTeamLead@ConcordiaPDX.org
Land Use & Transportation Committee Meeting
3rd Wednesday of the month, Wednesday, November 
15, 7 p.m., McMenamins Kennedy School Community 
Room with call in option, see box below, contact Rich 
Burton, LandUse@ConcordiaPDX.org
Finance Committee Meeting
Last Wednesday of the month, Wednesday, November 
29, 7 p.m., venue: contact Brian Schutte, Treasurer@
ConcordiaPDX.org
Community Room Rental
For info and scheduling, visit ConcordiaPDX.org/
community-room-rental or contact Megan Gobble at 
CNARoomKennedy@gmail.com
CONTACTS
CNA Chair
Astrid Furstner, Chair@ConcordiaPDX.org
CNA Vice Chair
Brittany van der Salm, AL6@ConcordiaPDX.org
CNA Secretary
Matt Roberts, NW2@ConcordiaPDX.org
CNA Treasurer
Brian Schutte, Treasurer@ConcordiaPDX.org
North Community Safety Team
Jacob Brostoff & Daniel Franco-Nunez,
north.pdxteam@PortlandOregon.gov, 503.823.4064
SUBMISSIONS & ADVERTISING
Submissions to Concordia News: Deadline is the 
10th of the month preceding the upcoming monthly 
publication. Contact CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.org
Submissions to CNA website: Submit nonprofit news & 
events to MediaTeamLead@ConcordiaPDX.org
Advertising: Leigh Shelton, CNewsBusiness@
ConcordiaPDX.org, 503.875.8410
MEDIA TEAM
CNA Board Liaison: John McSherry
Managing Editor: Dina Sage,
MediaTeamLead@ConcordiaPDX.org, 541.306.8006
CNews Graphic Designer: Gordon Riggs, 
CNewsDesigner@ConcordiaPDX.org
Media Team: Rich Burton, Kathy Crabtree, Tami Fung, 
Jordana Leeb, Kepper Petzing, Peggy Pfenninger, Nedra 
Rezinas, Gordon Riggs, Dina Sage, Marsha Sandman, 
Leigh Shelton, Micha Wolf

The CNA newspaper can be accessed online at: 
ConcordiaPDX.org/CNews-issues.

The time for Thanksgiving is upon us. With 
so much turmoil in the world, it's easy 
to want to stay in our own bubble, but to 

remain hidden away from what is happening abroad 
and in our own neighborhood can have conse-
quences. Inaction can be a form of action too.

There have been many changes happening in 
Concordia lately. Our Land Use and Transporta-
tion team has their hands full. The overpass on NE 
33rd is open again, there has been construction all 
along the street, a new bike lane has been made and 
PBOT now has traffic enforcement cameras on NE 
33rd and Columbia. Infill is happening everywhere. 
New housing is being developed. Some of our go-to 
businesses like Miss Zumstein Bakery (5027 NE 
42nd Ave.) is no longer open as its owner Anya has 
retired. I, of course, wish her the best, but will self-
ishly miss her. Thankfully, a new coffee shop owner is 
taking over, but change is change and it can be hard. 
Recently, the Portland Public School Board voted to 
seek a lease with a private group to build a sports 
complex on the old Whittaker site. That too will be 
another change for Concordia.

However, not all change is bad. We all need to 
change a bit in order to grow.

The Concordia board is coming up on a change, 
too. November is election month. Since it is an odd 
year, all of the odd-numbered board positions along 
with the chair position are up for election. We need 
YOU to participate. The more members we have 
lending a hand, the more activities we can have for all 
of you. Our social committee is in need of a leader or 
co-leaders. We are all spread a bit thin and keeping in 
mind that these are all volunteer positions, we have 
to balance our work, home, and personal demands.

We did find a new recording secretary and 
appointed a new treasurer; thank you, Christine 
Yun and Brian Schutte. The Kennedy room is being 

renovated and used. We are now listing the various 
activities and groups who wish to have their infor-
mation public in Concordia News.

As we wrap up the fiscal year (no meeting in 
December), I’d like to take a moment and thank 
Brittany van der Salm for seamlessly stepping into 
the role of interim Chair. She has devoted her time 
and effort into making things run smoothly when 
needed. Thanks to our team of elected members, 
appointed chairs and to each of you who volunteered 
for an event, participated, sent emails with ideas 
and suggestions, and cheered for the neighborhood 
throughout the year.

It is my hope that no matter what changes our 
neighborhood goes through, we each maintain grace 
and love for one another. Concordia is more than a 
name on a map. Concordia is home. Concordia has 
people who live here, who belong here, who are inclu-
sive, who care, and who look out for one another. In 
this time of thanks, I give thanks to all of you. Thank 
you for becoming more than just a neighbor; thank 
you for being a friend.

If your little part of Concordia doesn’t feel that 
way, I invite you to meet my neighbors: Heather and 
Linda, Alec and Katie, Bob and John, Ken, Anita 
and Steve, Ana and Kofe, Eileen, Joe and Christina, 
Crystal and Daniel, Chelsea, Gail, Paige, Marsha, 
and Tessa. They come from a mix of cultures, beliefs, 
and backgrounds, but are all wonderful in their indi-
vidual ways. I am thankful to be their neighbor and 
friend.
Many blessings to all of you – Astrid Furstner

By Astrid Furstner, CNA Board Chair

Changes and Thanks

Astrid Furstner is a mother, a wife, an immigrant, 
a local artist and a woodworker. She lives with 
her luthier husband, Brent, and her artist-in-the-
making daughter, Luciana. Together, they call 
Concordia their home.

Calling all neighbors!

Join us for CNA’s Annual Membership Meeting, on 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, at 7 p.m.

Attend in person at McMenamins Kennedy School Community 
Room (5736 NE 33rd Ave) or virtually:

• Web: https://meet.google.com/jwb-ivfb-mcv
• Phone: +1 413-779-5435 PIN: 246824040#

Participate in the CNA Annual Membership 
Meeting by nominating and electing six of the 
Board of Director seats and the position of Chair.

You have a voice. Exercise it!

Create YOUR Dream Space
We are an expert remodeler 
specializing in whole house, additions, 
ADUs, kitchens & baths. 

EcoCra� PDX.com
503-577-2503

CCB # 196501
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By Dina Sage
Managing Editor

Yankl Falk says it has “very 
distinctive colors and flavors.” 
Sophie Enloe describes it as 

“both deeply sad, and deeply happy.”
What they’re talking about is tradi-

tional klezmer music. And this month, 
Concordians get to hear it for themselves 
at the second annual Portland Klezmer 
Music Festival.

The festival, slated for November 
2–5 at various locations citywide, will 
include concerts, jam sessions, educa-
tional workshops and a dance party. You 
can visit bubbaville.org/klezmer for the 
full lineup of venues and events.

What is Klezmer Music?
Klezmer originated in the Middle 

Ages among the Jews of Central and 
Eastern Europe, where it was performed 
at weddings and other social events. 
Over time, it took on vestiges of Baroque, 
Turkish, Romanian, and Greek music as 
well as German and Slavic folk dancing.

Falk, a Portland clarinetist for over 
40 years who’s been described as a ‘lumi-
nary of the klezmer world,’ concedes that 
in 19th century Europe, klezmer’s chief 
instrument was the fiddle.

But the sound and style of klezmer, 
like any aspect of traditional culture, 
changed and evolved over the years. 
By the early 20th century, klezmer had 
become popular in the US and by the 
1930s, ensembles began including musi-
cians that were influenced by the Big 
Band and early jazz music of that era. 
Klezmer bands became larger, developed 
hybrid forms, and the clarinet was now 
klezmer’s dominant sound. American 
Jews were assimilating and so was their 
music.

As klezmer grew in popularity, the 
bands got smaller. Falk believes this was 
because of a dearth of funds to pay musi-
cians during the Depression, combined 
with improvements in recording equip-
ment. Whatever the reason, the music’s 
popularity eventually waned until it got 
rediscovered and revitalized in the 1970s.

Today, klezmer bands can be small 
or large, include a variety of wind and 
string instruments, and play traditional, 
modern, or hybrid forms.

The Festival
The Portland Klezmer Festival was 

created by Bubbaville, a local non-
profit aimed at educating the public and 
encouraging appreciation of traditional 
music and dance. Since its founding in 
2008, Bubbaville has hosted dances, 
concerts, campouts and competitions 
for artists and patrons of Cajun, country, 
and other traditional musical forms.

It was Enloe, a fiddle player sitting on 
the Bubbaville board, who came up with 
the inspiration for a klezmer festival in 
2019. She and treasurer Suzanne Savell 
wrote grants and scheduled musicians 
for the first event, scheduled to take place 
in April 2020. But it got derailed by the 
COVID pandemic, Enloe says, “so we did 
some online workshops for musicians 
instead.”

The Sound of History
Both Enloe and Falk grew up in 

Jewish homes and have loved klezmer 
music since they were children.

Enloe’s father was a cantor; a song 
leader for Jewish worship services, and 
she says “he would play klezmer CDs 
for me starting when I was six or seven. 
When I first heard it, I had a feeling of it 

Klezmer Music Festival Coming to Concordia

sounding familiar, like it was ‘my music’.”
Adds Falk: “It’s deeply personal—it’s 

the fabric of my upbringing. When I play 
klezmer, I feel my grandfather’s pres-
ence, and I want to pass that down to my 
grandchildren.”

The festival’s opening concert — 
featuring Falk and his current band, 
The Carpathian-Pacific Express as well 

as The Bieszczady Mountain Boys — 
is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., Thursday, 
November 2nd at Alberta Street Pub 
(1036 NE Alberta St.). The entrance fee 
is on a sliding scale from $12-15.

Why should you go? Because Falk 
says, “klezmer is fun, exciting to watch 
live, and it’s unlike anything you’ve prob-
ably heard before.”

Yankl Falk (center) and his band The Carpathian-Pacific Express will be playing klezmer on Thursday, 11/2 at the Alberta Street Pub.

Organic Jams And Pickles � Jewelry � Hand Knit/Crochet/Sewn 
Goods � Wood Crafts � Greeting Cards � Handmade Clothing 
� Ornaments � Original Art � Pottery � Plants � Home Decor � 

Baked Goods � And Much More!

Maker 
Fair!

MAKE IT TO

Shop Local! Skip the holiday 
crowds and find unique gifts

100% Hand-made by Vernon 
students, staff, families and

alumni. Your friends & family will 
love these one-of-a-kind gifts!

Vernon IB World School 
2044 NE Killingsworth St.

www.vernonpta.org

The Maker Fair is organized 
by the Vernon PTA. A 

percentage of the proceeds will 
support enhancements at Vernon 

such as field trips, art, music, 
STEAM, garden education and 

facility improvements.

Vernon IB World School’s 8th Annual

9DEC. 
1 to 5 PM

Saturday

Dina Sage is the 
Managing Editor for 
CNews and enjoys 
engaging in the 
arts and outdoor 
activities. She lives 
with her husband, 
daughter and their 
pets.

http://bubbaville.org/klezmer
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Halloween Decor and Festivity
Photos by Kathy Crabtree, John 
McSherry, Kunal Mehra, Aviva 
Morgan, Kepper Petzig, Dina 
Sage, Marsha Sandman
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By Leigh Shelton
Contributing Writer

The University of Oregon Family 
Study and Children’s Library 
(2800 NE Liberty St.) is open 

now, and notably; open to the public six 
days a week.

In my nearly five years as a stay-at-
home mom in Concordia, I’ve longed for 
more walkable places to take my young 
kids, especially during the rainy months. 
I’ve longed for a place where I can meet 
other parents and not have to spend 
money or shop. For me, this library is a 
dream come true.

Tucked away on the second floor of 
the Library and Learning building, the 
room isn’t huge but it’s well laid-out, has 
great natural light and is stocked with 
more than 4,000 children’s books; many 
of which were inherited from the former 
Concordia University.

My two-year-old twins and I have 
made three trips to the library since it 
opened in late September. We look at 
books and roll around on the cozy floor. 

They love both the child-sized furniture 
and the oversized stuffed animals. On the 
first visit, they went especially bonkers for 
a never-touched copy of Richard Scarry’s 
Best Little Golden Books Ever!, a lovely 
book set of vintage stories complete with 
gilded edges.

We borrowed the set and it didn’t take 
long for my toddlers to destroy it. But it 
was out of deep love: one twin, Salene, 
napped daily with it under her chest and 
every adult caretaker in our family read 
the book The Gingerbread Man at least 7 
times to her sister, Willa. Unfortunately 
by the time we returned it, the naptime 
snafu had led to some ripped out pages. 
But the kindest library assistant, Lauren 
Anderson, assured us that it was just fine.

“Books are made to be loved and 
used,” she said, when I explained what 
had happened. Although the library 
hasn’t been too busy on the days we’ve 
been there, Anderson says traffic’s been 
picking up. Two to three neighbors visit 
per day to sign up for their library cards.

Library cards are free and available to 
anyone in the state over 16 and they can 
be obtained on the second floor in the 
main library. Bring your driver’s license 
or ID.

Perhaps what I love most about the 
Children’s Library is that it’s not just for 
kids – it’s a place for grownups too. U of 
O’s informational materials say they want 
students who have children to use it as a 
place to study together. It’s a wonderful 
idea and one that’s smartly facilitated by 
the design of the space–there’s lots of soft 
carpeted open floors, big comfy chairs 
and wall-lined desks. A huge whiteboard 

Community Connections

Leigh Shelton loves 
getting to know her 
Concordia neighbors 
and exploring ways 
we can better support 
each other. Reach 
out and say hi at 
leighshelton@gmail.
com.

(left to right) Salene and Willa McLeod read 
board books at the newly-opened U of O 
Children’s Library.

Great natural light, carpeted floors and toddler-sized furniture at the new U of O Children's Library

fills one wall, begging for adult collabora-
tion, and it’s also adorned with two dozen 
rubber magnets perfect for preschoolers 
and older kids.

The U of O Children’s Library is open 
Monday–Friday from 9 am – 6 pm, and 

Neighborhood Mom Finds Respite at U of O 
Children's Library

HOME 
It's where we gather, share gratitude together, and celebrate.

Call us today.

We'll help you find the best space for holiday get togethers.

ARYNE + 
DULCINEA
EARTH ADVANTAGE ADU SPECIALISTS

Oregon Licensed Real Estate Brokers
503-449-1630 | 503-380-5124

aryneanddulcinea.com | livingroomre.com
aryne@livingroomre.com | dulcinea@livingroomre.com

Saturday from 1 pm – 6 pm. If you’re 
feeling as inspired as I am by this new 
public resource, meet my twins and me 
at the Children’s Library Monday morn-
ings at 10:30 am. Let’s learn and grow 
together.

The Community Room at McMenamins 
Kennedy School is available for meetings, 
birthdays, baby showers, or other special 
gatherings.

• Capacity to 49 people
• Tables, chairs & cleaning supplies in room

Pricing: $40/hr ($25/hr non-profit)
Money funds public activities.

Learn more and reserve at: ConcordiaPDX.
org/community-room-rental

Need a place for your group to meet?

mailto:leighshelton@gmail.com
mailto:leighshelton@gmail.com
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By Kathy Crabtree
Contributing Writer

In rural areas, it’s common to 
see numerous stacked white 
boxes lining meadows and fields 

sitting back from the highways. These 
are beehives, owned by beekeepers. 
However, residents would be surprised 
to learn that Concordia has a few hives 
of its own. One such hive is owned by an 
intrepid 8-year-old Buckman Elemen-

During the summer and early fall, 
the Bagerski family sets up a beehive 
box called an apiary. A hive starts with 
10,000–20,000 worker bees and one 
queen bee. While the worker bees collect 
nectar from flowers, the queen births 
new honey bees, which adds 20,000–
30,000 additional workers a year. Stored 
in hives, the nectar breaks down into 
simple sugars. Using special equipment, 
the Bagerskis then extract the honey 
from honeycomb, a hexagon-shaped 
beeswax storage structure created by the 
bees.

“I help open the hives and hold the 
frames while wearing my bee suit outfit,” 
Bagerski says, while sitting in the trailer 
her family uses to sell their honey. She 
also fills jars with honey and makes 
labels. Bagerski says the funnest part 
is her and her dad working together to 
harvest the honey because he makes 
her laugh, like by “pointing out that the 
queen bee has a bigger butt than the 
other bees.”

“The hardest part is staying calm 
around the bees when harvesting and 
trying not to ‘squash’ the queen,” says 
Bagerski, who does admit to being stung 
once. When questioned why she decided 
to work with stinging insects, she 
responds, “I thought it would be cool to 
look at them up close.”

According to the National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service (NASS), honey 
bees pollinate 130 types of fruit, nuts 
and vegetables in the U.S. each year, 
totalling about $15 billion worth of 
crops. The Oregon Department of Agri-
culture requires every person who owns, 
or oversees, five or more colonies of bees 
to register their hives each year.

Data from the Economic Research 
Institute says that the average hive 
produces an average of 30–60 pounds 
of honey annually, and that a strong 
healthy colony could produce up to 100 
pounds. Most natural honey sells for 
$5 -$10 a pound. An average honey bee 
produces ½ teaspoon of honey a year, 
and it is common for a healthy hive to 
have 50,000 bees in residence, so annual 

Kathryn Crabtree 
is a retired Nursing 
Educator and author 
of books that cele-
brate women of a 
certain age- invis-
ible to many, who 
use their deductive 

reasoning to solve mysteries. The bad 
guys never see them coming.

Meet Mable, the Eight Year Old Beekeeper

        Heart in Hand Preschool
                 20 years of Waldorf in the neighborhood
                   
         Open House every first Wednesday  

                                                                   heartinhandpreschool.com   

Concordia's youngest beekeeper, Mable Bagerski, at her family's honey trailer

Celebrating 20 years on 
Alberta Street!

A one-stop-super-fun-shop for 
indie fashion, unique jewelry and 
amazing gifts. Open 10ish-5ish 

daily. Come check us out!

1439 NE Alberta St.            Frockboutique.com

 THANK YOU, 

PORTLAND! 

Selling honey during the Concordia Community garage sale with her father

The greatest 
takeaway lesson 

Bagerski’s learned 
from beekeeping 

is “how bees help 
us survive. It is 
important for us 

to protect the bees 
and keep providing 

a safe place for 
them.”

income for a beekeeper would average 
$300–$600 a year per hive.

The greatest takeaway lesson Bager-
ski’s learned from beekeeping is “how 
bees help us survive. It is important for 
us to protect the bees and keep providing 

a safe place for them.” If you’re not afraid 
of getting stung, Bagerski recommends 
that anyone interested in harvesting 
their own honey become a beekeeper. 
“Not only do you get free honey for your-
self, but you can make money, too.”

tary School pupil named Mable Bagerski. 
For the last two years, Bagerski has been 
helping her mom, Libby, and her father, 
Adam, care for and harvest the family 
honey to sell to the community.

Find us on Facebook for updates and 
other timely information.
www.Facebook.com/groups/ConcordiaPDX

Melissa Moran
Real Estate Broker 

(503) 358-7918
melissa@larkandfir.com

Because we love what we
do, we want all of our clients
to have a pleasant buying
and selling process. And we
want you to LOVE where you
land. If you're looking to sell
or buy, or know someone
who is, please reach out -
we'd be happy to help you! 

Love where 
you land. 
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Beautiful, low-maintenance and long-lasting 
outdoor spaces since 2009. 

503-334-3536 james@gardenstories.com      LCB# 9161LCB# 9161
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By Kepper Petzig
Contributing Writer

Every week, Portlanders can 
pick up the newest edition of 
an award-winning local paper. 

They can pause to chat with the vendor, 
catch up on news and local gossip, and 
share good wishes for the week. The 
newspaper is Street Roots, and it isn’t 
just about journalism; it’s about commu-
nity.

The vendors selling Street Roots are 
people who have been or are currently 
unhoused. Street Roots is written by 
professional journalists, people expe-
riencing homelessness, and the wider 
Portland community. It gives a voice to 
the poor who are seldom heard in our city 
and it provides the vendors with a means 
of earning income with dignity.

Each issue includes serious inves-
tigative journalism not covered by 
mainstream media, such as articles 
about deaths in Multnomah County Jail, 
illegal timber sales in Oregon’s national 
forests, and lobbying in Portland City 

Hall. There are features on the vendors 
themselves, art and poetry, op-ed pieces, 
a crossword and a Sudoku puzzle.

The Street Roots organization 
includes both the newspaper and an 
independent advocacy arm. The approxi-
mately 250 Street Roots vendors are at 
the core of the organization and mission. 
Vendors buy the newspaper for $0.25 
per copy and then sell it to the public for 
$1.00. Tips are appreciated.

Street Roots Portland headquarters 
is currently located downtown and will 
move into a new space with a library, 
classrooms, coffee bar, laundry, and 
showers in 2024.

Street Roots in Concordia
Currently, three vendors sell news-

papers outside of New Seasons Market 
(5320 NE 33rd Ave.); Dan Newth, Danny 
Ciudin, and Rex Markham.

You can read about Danny Ciudin 
in his Street Roots article, “Building 
community in Concordia.” Streetroots.
org/news/2022/09/14/street-roots-
vendor-profile-danny-ciudin.

Dan Newth has been a regular vendor 
at Concordia New Seasons since 2010. 
Formerly homeless, Newth now has 
an apartment in Concordia. Newth is 
disabled and selling Street Roots is what 
enables Newth to pay his rent.

“At first, it was really hard because it 
was a struggle to sell. It’s mostly rejection 
like any kind of sales; negative emotions 
coming at you. It takes work and inten-

Kepper Petzing buys their weekly Street Roots from Dan Newth. Photo by Lowen Berman.

Street Roots Newspaper Offers Unique 
Perspectives

Kepper Petzing has 
lived in Concordia for 
40 years. They are 
an avid Street Roots 
reader.

tion.” says Newth. “Selling Street Roots 
and being part of the vendor commu-
nity have transformed me. They give me 
emotional and mental strength.”

A special holiday zine, available 
mid-November, shares vendors’ voices. 

Newth is on the editorial board and 
has written a poem for it. Says Newth: 
“Working for this organization and 
making connections with people… are 
extremely enriching and have made my 
life purposeful.”

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated.
Equal Housing Opportunity.

Javier
Puga-Phillips
Real Estate Broker

Let’s Connect:
www.JavierPortlandRealtor.com

Member of the
BIPOC & LGBTQIA Communities

It’s free online, but you can choose to “pay” 
for the paper or otherwise support a vendor 
through Street Roots’ Venmo. Scan this QR 
code or find @StreetRoots on Venmo. Type 
your vendor’s name and badge number in 
the “What’s It For?” section. Donations to the 
Street Roots organization are welcome. 

Street Roots articles are available online at Streetroots.org.

https://www.streetroots.org/news/2022/09/14/street-roots-vendor-profile-danny-ciudin
https://www.streetroots.org/news/2022/09/14/street-roots-vendor-profile-danny-ciudin
https://www.streetroots.org/news/2022/09/14/street-roots-vendor-profile-danny-ciudin
https://account.venmo.com/u/streetroots
https://www.streetroots.org/
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By Richard Burton
LUTC Committee Chair

Changes to Plaza at 30th and 
Killingsworth

The street plaza north of NE Kill-
ingsworth and NE 30th was previously 
designated a “healthy business plaza” 
during the pandemic but is now a “public 
street plaza” offering full access to the 
area. The city of Portland has created 
a system for this and other plazas to 
“remove barriers for small-scale neigh-
borhood-based activities that build 
social and community connections.” 
The community may now use the plaza 
for “activations”; the Portland Bureau of 
Transportation (PBOT) term for plaza 
events and gatherings.

The plaza is a collaboration between 
PBOT and the neighborhood. NE 30th 
Street, north of Killingsworth will remain 
closed and now has an 11–foot emergency 
access lane. Some changes you can expect 
to see are new street planters (PBOT–
supplied with plant content maintained 
by the community), existing seating 
painted with PBOT logos, periodic trash 
pickup and a community sandwich board 
for advertising plaza activations. Addi-
tionally in the first half of 2024, PBOT is 
interested in repainting the plaza surface 
with updated art.

For casual use of the plaza, any table 
with PBOT labeling is available for public 
use. Bring friends, books, food, crafts 
and enjoy the outdoors.

Holding Events and 
Gatherings at the Plaza

If you’d like to use the plaza for an 
activation, some rules apply:
•	Small plaza activation events must 

be free and open to all members of 
the public. Excluding people from the 
plaza is prohibited unless an individual 
is violating the plaza rules as posted. 
Ticketed events require a permit. (See 
Additional Information to the right for 
more info.)

Land Use and Transportation

“Activating” the 30th / Killingsworth Plaza
•	Small Plaza Activation events designed 

for fewer than 100 attendees may occur 
at any time.

•	If amplified music will take place, 
PBOT must be notified.

•	Event organizers must demonstrate 
respectful behavior towards neighbors 
and ensure nearby residents are not 
disturbed.

•	Events may not obstruct pedestrian 
and bicycle thoroughfare or access to 
the plaza.

•	Events may not obstruct the desig-
nated 11’ emergency access lane. People 
are allowed in this area, but no tables, 
tents, or other objects may be placed in 
the emergency access lane.

•	If food is offered, organizers must 
follow all Multnomah County Health 
Department rules and permitting 
guidelines for temporary food events.

•	If alcohol is present, vendors must 
follow rules permitting guidelines set 
out by Oregon Liquor and Cannabis 
Commission (OLCC) for special events.

•	Street plaza areas are car-free spaces. 
All vehicles must park only in desig-
nated parking areas and must pay 
all applicable fees. If vehicle access is 
required to deliver heavy equipment, 
the vehicle must immediately leave 
the plaza after the drop off or pick up 
of that equipment. Traffic control signs 
and objects found before the event 
must be put back in place after the 
event. These traffic signs and objects 
must be in place before, during, and 
after your activation.

Rich Burton is the 
Chair of the Land Use 
and Transportation 
committee and serves 
as Member at Large 
#4 for the Concordia 
Neighborhood Asso-
ciation board. He is 

interested in building community.

Activation Permits:
An application permit can be downloaded and returned at
PortlandStreetPlazas@PortlandOregon.gov. Please allow 5 business 
days for processing of applications.

Permit:
Portland.gov/transportation/planning/plazas/documents/small-
plaza-activation-application/download

Information about Portland Public Street Plazas:
Portland.gov/transportation/planning/plazas/plazas

Additional Information

Concordia's newest public street plaza at NE 30th and NE Killingsworth. Photo by Gordon 
Riggs.

Our reliable crews will have your home sparkling in no time! 
    Interiors, exterior power washing, offi  ces, short-term rentals & more 

YOLY’S Cleaning SERVICE

l  503-804-2345  l

mailto:PortlandStreetPlazas@PortlandOregon.gov
http://Portland.gov/transportation/planning/plazas/documents/small-plaza-activation-application/download
http://Portland.gov/transportation/planning/plazas/documents/small-plaza-activation-application/download
http://Portland.gov/transportation/planning/plazas/plazas
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By Micha Wolf
Contributing Writer

Most people associate bicycles 
with exercise, recreation or 
commuting. But during a 

major disaster, bicycles may be the only 
means that people have to escape danger 
or assist in the response when roads 
become gridlocked or damaged.

A Basic Earthquake Emergency 
Communication Node (BEECN) is a 
temporary radio communications site 
staffed by at least two volunteers after a 
major earthquake. When phone lines are 
down, BEECNs provide a way to report 

severe damage or injury or get emer-
gency assistance.

A 10 mile bike ride from NE Portland 
through downtown, organized by Port-
land Bureau of Emergency Management 
(PBEM) and Portland Bureau of Trans-
portation (PBOT), was held at the end of 

Photo caption: Bicyclists being introduced to a BEECN site

Micha Wolf  ha s 
retired from teaching 
primary school, loves 
being in nature and 
believes in building 
community through 
engagement.

We’re open 11-5 every day.

Please call or use the website to 
schedule an appointment to sell.

503-206-5059
takeitorleaveitpdx.com

News from the NET

Using Bicycles in Emergency Situations

earthquake. However, there are other 
emergencies that cause roads to become 
impassable for cars due to collapsed 
buildings, debris, or severe damage. 
Windstorms, fire and floods may also 
make it difficult to escape from a building 
or to contact someone for help.

This is where a bicycle would be 
most helpful: not only is a bicycle able to 
maneuver through damaged or backed 
up streets, it adds speed (versus walking) 
in getting help or getting to the nearest 
BEECN site. Cargo bikes are especially 
useful in carrying supplies like water, 
food and first-aid items or may be used 
to transport children and pets.

According to NET / BEECN volun-
teer Mike Cobb, the best help residents 
can receive is from neighbors during 
any type of disaster because neighbors 
helping neighbors results in the greatest 
disaster response.

The city of Portland has one emer-
gency responder per 45 residents. If 
Neighborhood Emergency Teams are 
counted, the ratio becomes one responder 

Bicyclists being introduced to a BEECN site. Photo by Micha Wolf.

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH?

With over 1000 homes sold,
Mark has the skills, experience, and expertise 

to  sell your property  at the best price!

For a  FREE  instant home valuation

Call  Mark  Today!
503-807-9911

www.markcharlesworth.com/homevalue

Mark is your  experienced agent  with in-depth market
knowledge who has spent many years in the industry.

Scan me

or visit

If you can help the 
neighborhood by 
acting as a supply 

runner on your 
bike, you will be 
a most valuable 
asset in disaster 

recovery!
to 39 residents. Adding cargo bikes as 
supply runners makes it even better; the 
ratio drops down to one responder to 30 
residents.

In order to keep your bike well main-
tained and ready to assist in a disaster, 
make sure:
•	it is easily accessible
•	all tires are properly inflated
•	gears are in working order
•	baskets and/or cargo holds are quickly 

attached
If you can help the neighborhood by 

acting as a supply runner on your bike, 
you will be a most valuable asset in 
disaster recovery!

September and open to the public. The 
25 or so participants were introduced to 
a BEECN site and rode across the newest 
Portland bridges, which are reported to 
be earthquake-safe (Earl Blumenauer 
Bridge and Tilikum Crossing).

When set up, BEECNs are easily 
located under a clearly marked red and 
white tent. To learn more about the 
BEECN system and find your nearest 
BEECN location, visit Portland.gov/
pbem/about-beecn.

PBEM hopes to have BEECNs up 
and running 24-48 hours after a major 

Join a creative writing group which meets regularly, writes around a 
chosen theme and shares other written stories/poems etc.

Want to be part of a writing group, 
right here in your own neighborhood?

Let's connect, grow our skills and share our work.

To join, please email the leader Kunal at prst.rim@gmail.com or
Social@ConcordiaPDX.org for additional info or questions.

Social Committee has the answer for you.

http://portland.gov/pbem/about-beecn
http://portland.gov/pbem/about-beecn
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“Absolutely Gorgeous” 

“From start to finish, working with Edwin and the Mac-Bo team 
on our kitchen remodel was a perfect experience. We felt valued and 
well taken care of. The result was an absolutely gorgeous kitchen we 
love to cook and live in.”
 

Paesha
Southeast Portland

503-282-1841 • Mac-Bo.com
CCB 166263

The only tool you need. 

By Nedra Rezinas
Contributing Writer

Holiday shopping is around 
the corner and I want to 
encourage you to shop locally 

this year. Shopping locally creates jobs, 
keeps money in the local economy, 
nurtures a sense of community, and 
supports the environment by reducing 
waste and conserving energy. Luckily, 
we have access to a wide range of unique 
retail stores right here in Concordia. 
There’s truly something for everyone.

For the Ladies
Lady Mae Boutique (2136 NE Alberta 

St.) has a great selection of cute outfits 
and accessories to match. The boutique 
name is inspired by the owner’s mother 
“Lady Mae” and her ability to put together 
amazing outfits. Great gift items offered 
here are high quality sweaters, gold 
filled earrings, and super soft cashmere 
blend socks. They also have eye-catching 
hair clips featuring fruits and unique 
patterns in bright, happy colors and offer 
gift wrapping in pretty packaging. I’ll be 
stopping by to buy gifts for my daughter 
and niece.

For the Guys
If you know a dude who loves sports, 

Laundry (1723 NE Alberta St.) can help. 
Carrying a wide selection of vintage 
sports hats, jerseys, sweatshirts, shorts, 
jackets and accessories from many 
current and retired teams, you’ll find 
something unique that he will love! 
Another option, Blendily (1532 NE 
Alberta St.) carries an impressive selec-
tion of homemade beauty products that 
make nice stocking stuffers like beard 
oil, beard combs, and mustache wax.
For Your Colleagues and
Acquaintances

Candles are inviting year round, but 
especially nice on cold, rainy winter days. 
Stop by Mister OK’s Essentials (1455 NE 
Alberta St.) for soy-based scented candles 
with creative names like Belvedere and 
Empathy. For those who enjoy something 
sweet, pick up a box of mini cheesecakes 
and other delicious treats at Tiny Moreso 
(4520 NE 42nd Ave.), a vegan bakery. 
Petite Provence Boulangerie & Pâtisserie 
(1824 NE Alberta St.) offers seasonal and 
standard macarons, lemon tarts, crois-
sants, and more French pastries, which 
can be boxed up as gifts.

For Little Ones
Shopping for the children in your 

life? Grasshopper (1816 NE Alberta St.) 
has got you covered with products from 
abroad and locally that are eco-friendly 
and fair trade. Grasshopper has some-
thing to delight kids of every age; from 
science-based toys, art kits, clothing 
and wooden toys to tea kits, books and 
games. Great gift ideas are the classic 
pull–along snail and Blabla dolls with 
distinct personalities. Don’t forget the 
cute stability balls for preschoolers and 
200-500 piece animal puzzles for grade 
schoolers.

For Pet Lovers
The Filling Station (2001 NE Alberta 

St.) has everything you need for your pet; 
leashes, collars, toys, bowls, and food 
including freeze dried treats (good for 
both cats and dogs.) Many of the items are 
natural and eco-friendly. Show your pets 
some love this holiday with fun stuffies 
for your dog including the popular Lamb 
Chop and indulge your kitty with catnip 
pillows, tuna puree, and crinkle balls. 
The Filling Station is also a friendly place 
to bring your pets, boasting an outside 
treat station and lots of love and treats 
for pet guests inside. Can’t wait to get my 
dog something special.

For the Vintage Lover
Take it or Leave It (5012 NE 42nd 

Ave.) is a nicely curated thrift store filled 
with treasures from today and yesterday. 
A majority of the store’s inventory comes 
from individuals who bring items for 
consignment or trade. This store has 
furniture, clothing, accessories, house-
wares, jewelry, kids’ toys, and puzzles. 
It has an impressive selection of vintage 
and new glassware, bowls, pitchers, 
plates, mugs and more. I find kitchen-
ware makes an excellent gift. I’ve had 
luck buying items for my in-laws here 
(and for myself too!).

For Sci-fi and Fantasy Fans
Parallel Worlds (2639 NE Alberta 

St.) has a vast collection of new and used 
fantasy and sci-fi books. I can buy YA 
fantasy books for my daughter and sci-fi 
books for my husband here. You’ll find 

Shop for Everyone on Your Holiday List Right 
Here in Concordia

N e d r a  R e z i n a s 
lives near U of O in 
Concordia. She does 
marketing strategy 
for small businesses, 
is a mom, drinks tea, 
is a birder, and is 
passionate to build 
community. 

classic authors like Ursula LeGuin, J.R.R. 
Tolkien, Terry Prachett, and many more. 
Gift recommendations are The Green 
Bone Saga by the local writer Fonda Lee 
and Monk & Robot by Becky Chambers.

Our neighborhood shops have a wide 

A wide selection of toys and more at 
Grasshopper

KItchenware and more can be found at Take 
It or Leave It.

Lady Mae's Boutique provides lots of 
fashionable gifts for the holidays

Endless treats for pets at the Filling Station

range of creative, unique items that make 
wonderful holiday gifts. This year, try 
exploring some of the stores above or 
one you’ve been curious about for your 
holiday shopping. I bet you’ll find some 
fun surprises along the way.

Sci-Fi and fantasy books at Parallel Worlds

Want to help plan CNA’s annual holiday party?

Planning is in the works for our annual holiday party and we would love 
help with activities, games, and organization.

If you would like to get involved, please send an email to 
Social@ConcordiaPDX.org and/or come brainstorm with us 
at the next committee meeting:
Tuesday, November 21 from 6-7 p.m. 
at Via Chicago, 2013 NE Alberta St.       All are welcome!

Save the Date! Alberta House, Thursday, December 7th, 5:30 to 8pm

All photos on this page by Roxanne Rezinas.
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Community calendar items
Priority is afforded to local 
events sponsored by—or 
which benefit—local nonprofit 
organizations. Submit 
information to CNewsEditor@
ConcordiaPDX.org by the 10th of 
the month preceding the event.

Concordia Community Events Calendar
ONE-TIME EVENTS

Thursday, November 2nd, 7:30 pm
PORTLAND KLEZMER FESTIVAL 
OPENING NIGHT CONCERT
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Visit bubbaville.org/klezmer for more festival 
events

Friday, November 3rd, 7:30–9 pm
CURIOUS ALL-STARS
THE ANNEX THEATRE
Location: 5229 NE Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd.
Monthly improv comedy show

Monday, November 6th, 6:00 pm
WE START WITH THE THINGS WE 
FIND
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Documentary film and Q&A about shipping 
container design and symbolism

Tuesday, November 8th, 7 pm
DRAG QUEEN BINGO
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave

Friday, November 10th, 5–9:30 pm
NAYA 20TH ANNUAL GALA AND 
AUCTION
PORTLAND ART MUSEUM
Location: 1219 SW Park Ave.
Benefit for Native American Youth and Fam-
ily Center

Saturday, November 11th, 10 am
PORTLAND VETERANS DAY 
PARADE
NE MARTIN LUTHER KING STREET
Location: From NE Beech to NE Sumner

Saturday, November 11th, All Day
108TH BIRTHDAY BASH
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Free, live music at 2 pm

Saturday, November 11th, 9:30–10:45 pm
DOUBLE BED
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd.
Intimate duo improv comedy show

Sunday, November 12th, 6–8 pm
RON ROGERS & THE WAILING 
WIND
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
Texas-inspired psychedelic rock band

Monday, November 13th, 10 - 11:30 am
NE VILLAGE MEMBERSHIP 
PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION
ROSE CITY PARK UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Location: 5830 NE Alameda St. 

Tuesday, November 14th, 7 pm
OMSI SCIENCE PUB
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Learn about a science topic and enjoy a 
beer.

Tuesday, November 14th, Time TBD
RACE TALKS–OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR DIALOGUE
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Facilitated community forum and discussion

Friday, November 17th, 7–8:30 pm
HOW ARE YOU BEING?
CURIOUS COMEDY THEATER
Location: 5225 NE Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd.
One-man tribute to performer David Pinson’s 
aunt

Saturday, November 18th, 7–9 pm
OPERA ON TAP
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Opera featuring rotating cast

Thursday, November 23rd, 5 pm
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY FEAST
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave
Turkey, vegan and buffet dining options

Monday, November 27th, 7 pm
BEE-LUTHER-HATCHEE BY 
THOMAS GIBBONS
PASSINART
Location: 16 NE Kilingsworth St.
Monthly play reading

Thursday, November 30th, 6 pm
ICE QUEENS
MCMENAMINS KENNEDY SCHOOL
Location: 5736 NE 33rd Ave.
Documentary film and Q&A about Black 
women in hockey

ONGOING EVENTS
Every Tuesday, 9:30 - 10:30 am
QIGONG CLASS AND PRACTICE
ROSE CITY PARK UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Location: 5830 NE Alameda St.

Every Wednesday at 7:30 / 9:30 pm, Thurs-
day–Saturday at 7 / 9:30 pm, Saturday and 
Sunday, 4 pm
THE EMPIRE STRIPS BACK
ALBERTA ABBEY
Location: 126 NE Alberta St.
Star Wars themed burlesque parody show

Weeknights, 10/2–12/15
TEEN FORCE PP&R PROGRAMS
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.
Yoga and meditation, archery, creative art 
and poetry classes for teens

November 13th and all second Tuesdays, 
5–7 pm
FREE CRAFT NIGHT
COLLAGE PDX
Location: 1639 NE Alberta St.
Craft materials and instruction provided

Mondays and Thursdays, 10/2–12/7, 2–3 pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10/3–12/7, 1–2 
pm
NON-CONTACT BOXING 
CLASSES FOR WOMEN
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.
Build strength with this exciting workout.

November 24th–December 28th, 2023
HOLIDAY GIFT SALE
ALBERTA STREET GALLERY
Location: 1829 NE Alberta St. Unit B

Every Monday and Friday, 9–9:45 am
FITNESS IN THE PARK
ALBERTA PARK
Location: 1905 NE Killingsworth St.
Instructor-led exercise classes provided by 
Portland Parks and Recreation

Every Monday, 3–4:30 pm
SOCIAL SAMPLERS
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.
Make friends through PP&R-sponsored 
program that includes games, food and 
activities.

Every Monday, 5:30–7 pm
DRUMMERS AWARENESS CLASS
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Colombia Blvd.
Drum with community and find your voice.

Every Monday, 7–10 pm
BRIDGETOWN TRIVIA
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.

Every Tuesday, 11 am
STORY TIME
GREEN BEAN BOOKS
Location: 1600 NE Alberta St.

Every Wednesday, 7 pm
KARAOKE!
THE WAYPOST
Location: 4212 NE Prescott St.

Every Thursday, 10–2
BIPOC FOOD PANTRY DROP-IN
ALDER COMMONS
Location: 4212 NE Prescott St.
Free food for BIPOC community members

Every Friday, 12:30–2:30 pm
TECH HELP DROP-IN
KENTON LIBRARY MEETING ROOM
Location: 8226 N Denver Ave.
Free tech help for mobile devices, websites, 
getting started and more

Every Sunday, 10 am – 12 pm
LIVE MUSIC – VARIOUS ARTISTS
JUST BOB
Location: 2403 NE Alberta St.
Watch various live artists every Sunday at 
this café.

Every Sunday, 10–11:30 am
UPPER ROOM MINISTRY BIBLE 
TALK
VIRTUAL
Contact Ike at (503) 901-0623 for more info.

November 26th and all fourth Sundays, 
3:30–4:30
CURIOUS PLAYGROUND FAMILY 
SHOW
THE ANNEX THEATRE
Location: 5229 NE Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd.
Improv comedy show for kids every fourth 
Sunday

Every Sunday, 7 pm
OPEN MIC
THE WAYPOST
Location: 4212 NE Prescott St.
Weekly open mic at intimate venue

Every Sunday, 9–11 pm
SOULFUL SUNDAYS
ALBERTA STREET PUB
Location: 1036 NE Alberta St.
The Love Train band with Special Guest DJ 
Renz

Every Wednesday and Friday, 8–10 pm
OPEN GYM
NAYA FAMILY CENTER
Location: 5135 NE Colombia Blvd.

Monday–Thursday, 12:30–3 pm
FAMILY SWIM
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER 
POOL
Location: 77 NE Knott St.

Monday–Friday, 9:30 am
NEIGHBORHOOD WALK
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON–LIBRARY
Location: 2800 NE Liberty Street
Meet neighbors for a daily walk.

Every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, 2–4 pm
ADULT BASKETBALL
MATT DISHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
Location: 77 NE Knott St.

Do you like walking in 
your neighborhood?
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CNA Mission Statement

To connect Concordia residents and 

businesses—inform, educate and report 

on activities, issues and opportunities 

of the neighborhood.

Concordia News

This free, monthly publication of CNA 

will abstain from publishing anything 

that could be construed as libel.

Copies are delivered to all residences 

and many community and business lo-

cations in the Concordia neighborhood.

Concordia News is printed on 40% 

post-consumer or better paper, manu-

factured at a local mill.

Find us online at:

ConcordiaPDX.org, 

Instagram @CNAPDX and 

Facebook.com/groups/ConcordiaPDX

April 2023

Last’s year’s Spring Egg Hunt at Fernhill Park drew hundreds of happy children, seen here rushing to collect plastic eggs filled with candy. 

This year’s Egg Hunt, set for noon on Saturday, April 8, is expected to draw scores of excited youngsters again to the park, and Concordia 

Neighborhood Association Social Committee Chair Javier Puga-Phillips fills readers in on all the details about the upcoming event in his 

column on page 4. File photo

Spring Egg Hunt ahead!

By Kepper Petzing

Contributing writer

T enants facing eviction could 

qualify for free legal repre-

sentation if Ballot Measure 

26-238, known as Eviction Representa-

tion for All (ERA), becomes law.

Multnomah County voters will vote 

on the measure in the May 16 Special 

District Election.

If approved, the ERA would provide 

free legal representation for any tenant 

facing eviction in Multnomah County. 

The program would be funded by an 

increase in capital gains tax of .75 %.

How would it work?

Many renters facing eviction can’t 

afford a lawyer. If they go to court, they 

must represent themselves. If they lose 

their case, an eviction goes on their 

record, making it difficult to rent again.

The ERA initiative would create a 

new Tenant Resource Office to provide 

free legal representation to anyone 

facing eviction. There would be no other 

changes to landlord-tenant laws or evic-

tion proceedings under the ERA.

In 2022, 6,577 residential eviction 

Ballot measure

Measure offers tenant help

cases were filed in Multnomah County, 

and it’s estimated that in Portland 

between 25% and 62% of evictions lead to 

houselessness. Landlords are allowed to 

raise rents this year by up to 14.6%. Since 

Portland wages have not kept up with 

rent increases, evictions are expected to 

increase.
Proponents, opponents

More than 40 community, housing, 

labor, faith and legal organizations, such 

as the League of Women Voters, Urban 

League of Portland, Portland Association 

of Teachers and the National Lawyers 

Guild, support the ERA.

Meanwhile, opponents include the 

Portland Business Alliance, Mayor Ted 

W
heeler, Multnomah County Chair 

Jessica Vega Pederson and Metro Council 

President Lynn Peterson.

The differences between proponents 

and opponents center around just who 

should qualify for attorney representa-

tion and how to fund it.

W
ho should receive free legal repre-

sentation?
Research has found that a right to 

counsel for those facing eviction leads 

to more than 90% of tenants avoiding 

eviction, with tenants either able to 

stay in their current home or able to 

move directly into other stable housing. 

Because of this, both Portland and 

Multnomah County allocated money 

for a limited number of low-income 

tenants to have free legal defense. W
ith 

these programs in place, still only 9% 

of tenants had legal representation in 

eviction court in 2022. The ERA, on the 

other hand, applies to everyone, regard-

less of income.

“I believe it should be a fundamental 

right to have legal representation when 

facing something as traumatic and life 

changing as being evicted from your 

home,” Concordia resident Anna Fritz 

said. “I have friends and family members, 

hard-working people, who find they are 

too poor to afford a lawyer but too rich to 

qualify for government programs.”

Kepper Petzing has 

lived in Concordia 

for 40 years, where, 

with their partner 

Lowen, they raised 

two children. They 

are nonbinary. They 

love community and 

are grateful for Concordia News.

In the May edition of CNews, 

Peggy Pfenninger, a multidis-

ciplinary artist, graphic de-

signer and 20-year Concordia 

resident, will debut a new Kids 

Page, with artistic activities. 

Pfenninger owns P-Town Prints 

+ Design and also serves as 

administrator of a local Buy 

Nothing group.

Upcoming 

Kids Page

Proponents 

argue that the 

ERA, by reducing 

homelessness, 

will save up to 

$68 million in 

public funds spent 

on such services 

as emergency 

housing, foster 

care and medical 

care.

Story continued on Page 3
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To connect Concordia residents and 

businesses—inform, educate and report 

on activities, issues and opportunities 

of the neighborhood.
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will abstain from publishing anything 

that could be construed as libel.

Copies are delivered to all residences 

and many community and business lo-

cations in the Concordia neighborhood.

Concordia News is printed on 40% 

post-consumer or better paper, manu-

factured at a local mill.
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By Jordan Bowen

Social Work Intern

HIV Day Center

O n an unseasonably cold 

morning, a well-tailored 

man entered the basement of 

Ainsworth United Church of Christ, 2941 

NE Ainsworth St. He asks to be called 

Jon and is one of dozens of members of 

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon’s Day 

Center. The drop-in shelter has served 

people living with HIV since 1990.

The organization says it is the 

country’s oldest standalone, community-

based center of its kind. When the Day 

Center is open, Jon drops in between 

errands around the city. Unlike many 

center members, Jon has secured aff ord-

able housing. The stability allows him to 

advocate for others and be involved in the 

community.
Jon takes the bus from downtown 

Portland to the Concordia center multiple 

times a week.

“I make friends here,” he says. “I do 

like it here. I enjoy the place. My friends 

come here. And the food is decent.”

The Day Center serves as a kind of 

post office, dining hall, laundromat, 

pop-up health clinic, and social club. 

Surrounded by the quiet, tree-lined 

streets of Concordia, it is a refuge from 

Portland’s bleaker scenes. The walls are 

lined with comfortable chairs where 

some members can take a much-needed 

nap after a hard night on the street. One 

morning, waves of laughter could be 

heard through the basement as the movie 

Death Becomes Her played on a screen.

Intern’s tale

I fi rst met Jon through my internship 

at Portland State University’s Master of 

Social Work program. He has a quick wit, 

is far more fastidious about his clothing 

than I am, and often gives me nutrition 

advice.Others at the center need more help 

than Jon does to navigate life with HIV. 

Together with staff, interns and local 

volunteers serve meals, coordinate 

laundry and showers, show movies, and 

sometimes go on outings to art museums. 

We help people get IDs, groceries, or a 

bus pass, or connect them with housing 

services like the Cascade AIDS Project.

Recently, I sat in on a support group 

for long-term survivors 

who wrestle with the 

weight of surviving the 

AIDS era and aging with 

the virus. Project Coor-

dinator Chautauqua 

Cabine, who grew up 

in northeast Portland 

and went to Concordia 

University, lost a cousin 

to AIDS more than 20 

years ago. Her job goes 

far beyond paperwork 

and case management. 

People sit by her desk in 

her small, shared offi  ce, 

sometimes only to talk 

and be comforted.

“Ever ybody 
has 

diff erent needs,” Cabine 

says. It’s kind of like 

a friendship. There’s 

trust.”The center helps 

bolster members’ self-

worth, she says. “When 

they’re not here, they tell 

me they don’t feel seen. 

When they’re here, they 

feel like they’re part of 

society. They don’t feel 

invisible.”

Long-Term Survivors Coordinator Julie Galstad (center) and Food Program Coordinator 

Johnny Lamb (right) prepare and serve breakfast to EMO Day Center members with help 

from a volunteer. Photo by Jordan Bowen

Activities and Events Coordinator Connor Feliu with an EMO 

Day Center member’s dog in the basement of the Ainsworth 

United Church of Christ. Photo by Jordan Bowen

Day Center
HIV shelter o� ers respite

Hundreds of children 

participated in Concordia’s 

annual Spring Egg Hunt 

this year. Photo package on 

Page 6. 

Jordan Bowen is a 

freelance writer and 

former broadcast 

news producer who is 

pursuing a Master in 

Social Work at Port-

land State University.

Rising costs

The Day Center largely depends on 

federal grants to operate, but Program 

Manager Taylor Silvey says infl ation has 

outpaced funding, especially when it 

comes to the cost of food. The Day Center 

must stretch its limited resources to meet 

needs. In January, the organization had 

to begin closing an hour early, close alto-

gether on Wednesdays and lay off  two 

part-time staff  to make ends meet.

Meanwhile, more Portlanders with 

HIV need help with fi nding food, work 

and shelter. According to the CDC, 

BIPOC and low-income people are now 

signifi cantly more likely to be diagnosed 

with HIV, and many who come to the Day 

Center have lost jobs or housing since 

COVID-19.
This summer, the annual Dining Out 

for Life fundraising event will encourage 

Portlanders to pitch in at restaurants, 

bars, and cafes. From June 20–22, 

participating venues choose to donate 

10% of proceeds or $500 to the Day 

Center and OHSU’s Partnership Project. 

McMenamins locations such as the 

Kennedy School in Concordia are partici-

pating, along with other venues around 

the city.“HIV is still prevalent in our commu-

nity, and unfortunately there’s still 

stigma associated with it,” says Silvey. 

“Dining Out for Life gives us a chance 

to talk about HIV, support people living 

with the virus and have some fun over a 

shared meal.”

The EMO Day Center is always 

grateful for volunteers and donations 

of food and clothing. It also encour-

ages more local restaurants and bars to 

participate in this year’s Dining Out for 

Life. Please visit HIVDayCenter.org or 

email hivcenter@emoregon.org to help 

your neighbors who are living with HIV.

On Page 7, we 

introduce our 

new Kids Zone 

feature, created 

by Concordia resident 

Peggy Pfenninger. We hope 

the coloring page inspires 

you to draw your own 

fantastical garden!

Kids Zone

Egg Hunt photos

“When they’re 

here, they feel like 

they’re part of 

society. They don’t 

feel invisible.”
– Chautauqua Cabine

Interested? Please email Dina at 
MediaTeamLead@ConcordiaPDX.org or 
call 541.306.8006.

We need volunteers to help 
deliver monthly Concordia 
News to businesses in the 
Concordia neighborhood.

ALBERTA 

ROSE 

THEATRE

• • • • • • • • •

• • • •

albertarosetheatre.com 
3000 NE Alberta 

503.764.4131

• • • • •

NOVEMBER 2023

5 Seffarine
a fundraiser for Moroccan 

Earthquake Relief

7 DEB TALAN
(of the Weepies)

14     ALASDAIR FRASER 
& NATALIE HAAS

18 CRYING ON THE CAMINO

18 GARCIA BIRTHDAY BAND

3 SMASH THE MIRROR 
a Portland Tommy experience

6 BELONG ART COMMUNITY
presents  LEE DEWYZE & 

BELONG RESIDENT SHOWCASE

9 DERVISH

12 TOM WAITS 
TRIBUTE EXPERIENCE
the Heart of Saturday Night

17 SUNDOWN
a salute to GORDON LIGHTFOOT 

19 WHISKEY RIVER
a tribute to WILLIE NELSON 

w/ the Adrian Martin Septet 
feat. James Low

11 MORTIFIED

4 LIVE WIRE RADIO 
WITH LUKE BURBANK

Portland Book Festival edition

8 THE STEEL 
WHEELS

 
10 BOOKLOVER’S BURLESQUE

Myths and Legends

 
15 JOHN JORGENSEN 

BLUEGRASS BAND

16 THE GREATEST 
GENERATION

Share Your Embarrassment Tour

24
25
26

30 WHITE ALBUM X-MAS+ 10 
DEC
shows!

The NowHere Band 
and Rose City Circus
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