Delorie Finch

Delorie Finch, a veteran of early
childhood education, has opened
a pilot site for Multnomah
County’s Preschool for All pro-
gram near Concordia. Story on
Page 3.

CNA Mission Statement
To connect Concordia residents and
businesses—inform, educate and report
on activities, issues and opportunities
of the neighborhood.

Concordia News

This free, monthly publication of CNA
will abstain from publishing anything
that could be construed as libel.

Copies are delivered to all residences
and many community and business lo-
cations in the Concordia neighborhood.

Concordia News is printed on 40%
post-consumer or better paper, manu-
factured at a local mill.

Find us online at:
ConcordiaPDX.org,

Instagram @CNAPDX and
Facebook.com/groups/ConcordiaPDX
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Black United Fund

September 2022

African American foundation
helps to make dreams come true

By Rob Cullivan
CNews Editor

enyahta Sikes, co-owner of

K PDX SuiteSpot, an event space

in Chinatown, says Black

United Fund of Oregon (BUF-OR), 2828

N.E. Alberta St., is a valuable resource

for her and other African American busi-
ness owners in Portland.

She noted the Concordia-based orga-

nization helped her host 40 other Black

businesswomen for a workshop titled

“We're engaging
in acts to drive
economics in our
favor.”

— Emmanuel Williams, Black United Fund

“Boss Talks: Entrepreneurship for the
Black Woman.” Attendees learned about
how to use digital marketing and social
media as well as access capital, she said.

“I wondered how many other Black
business women were struggling with the
same things,” she said, adding that a chal-
lenge for many Black business women is
finding the resources and funding they
need to make their companies succeed.

“Nine times out of 10, that’s the
greatest struggle,” she said.

Sikes’ company can host photo shoots,
music videos, house parties with live
music, baby showers, exercise classes,
birthday parties, small banquets, launch
parties and meeting space. She adds that
she plans on taking advantage of any
business assistance she can find through
BUF-OR.

“Black United Fund has been influen-
tial in my business journey.”

That’s exactly the kind of words
Emmanuel Williams, the foundation’s
community-justice and equity coordi-

e

Christine Bynum, a pre-dental student at Spelman College in Atlanta, credits Black United
Fund for financially assisting her while she attends the prestigious institution. Contributed

photo

nator, wants to hear. Black United Fund
is designed to help folks like Sikes turn
their dreams into reality, he said, to help
African American entrepreneurs stake
their place in the nation’s business land-
scape.

“A lot of the problems we deal with
are economic,” he said. “We'’re engaging
in acts to drive economics in our favor.”

B

Legacy of uplift

Founded in 1983, Black United Fund of
Oregon works to increase post-secondary
opportunities for young people, support
BIPOC as well as female-led nonprofits
through its leadership program as well
as by providing them grants, and aims

BLACK
UNITED FUND
OF OREGON

Emmanuel Williams, the organization’s community-justice and equity coordinator. Photo
by Javier Puga-Phillips

to foster “a broader understanding of
ethnic and culturally diverse groups,” its
mission statement reads.

Located in a one-story building, the
nonprofit foundation plans to literally
enlarge its presence in Concordia over
the next few years, aiming to erect a
multi-story structure by 2024 that will
replace its current building and that will
host not just BUF-OR but multiple other
nonprofits as well.

The new building will be called
the Building United Futures Complex.
Anchored by Black United Fund, it will be
a consortium of organizations, programs
and businesses centered on “equipping,
empowering, encouraging and engaging
Black and other BIPOC communities to
enhance their educational advancement,
economic mobility and social liberation,”
reads a statement from Adre, the real-
estate development company overseeing
the project.

Dr. LM Alaiyo Foster, BUF-OR presi-
dent and CEO, says the new building will
be designed to be welcoming to all people,
with open spaces and lots of windows,
and may even feature showers where
houseless folks can get off the streets for
a moment and take care of their hygiene.

“It will be a neighborhood hub and
unapologetically Black,” she says.

Scholarship students

Among the foundation’s best-known
programs is its Post-Secondary Options,
coordinated by Saeeda Wright, which

Story continued on Page 7

CNews Editor Rob
Cullivan is a veteran
Jjournalist, publicist
and grant writer who
has written about
everything from rock
‘n’ roll to religion.
. i He possesses a deep
affection for writers and photographers
who hit deadline.
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From the Board

e took the month of August off from

Wmeeting as a board, which was a nice

break and appreciated by our all-

volunteer board. Of course, there’s always work to

do, and currently we're working on a definition for
our “‘community partners.”

As I've mentioned in previous columns, we are
fortunate to have use of the McMenamins Kennedy
School Community Room. The agreement we have
with the Kennedy School, dating back to when
McMenamins took it over in
1997, is that the Concordia
Neighborhood Association
would manage the room
and rent it out at a reduced
rate or free. Any proceeds
from the room benefit CNA
and thus the Concordia
neighborhood.

These proceeds help
offset the cost of CNews and
events produced by the CNA Board. During the early
pandemic years, the community room was closed for
some months and since then has slowly come back
online. With some cutbacks, fortunately the CNA
Board survived financially.

Over the years, the CNA Board has allowed certain
groups to use the room for free and charged others a
nominal fee for the room. The rates have stayed the
same since 1997: $25 per hour for businesses and
private parties and $15 per hour for nonprofits.

As you know, we've experienced some inflation
since 1997. For example, a modest house in Concordia
would set you back about $100,000 and some change
in 1997. According to Redfin, as of June 2022, the
average cost of a home in Concordia is $685,000.

Concordia Districts and
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McMenamins Kennedy
School Community Room

We’ll announce the rate

increase soon, but rest

assured the community
room will still be
reasonably priced.

By Peter Keller, CNA Chair

In 2022, we've also seen rapid inflation. There-
fore, the board has decided to act and raise rates.
While we are still debating the raise’s exact amount,
the rates are going to increase. We’ll announce the
rate increase soon, but rest assured the community
room will still be reasonably priced.

In addition, we are putting in place a policy for
“community partners,” which will make the room
available for free to those people and groups who
demonstrate that they give back to Concordia. In
turn, this would allow
such groups to offer their
programs at a free or
reduced rate.

At our Sept. 7 CNA
Board meeting at 6 p.m.,
we’ll present the new
policy, and the CNA Board
will vote on it. I'll announce
the results of that vote next
month.

Also, a reminder that we’ll have Gloria Cruz from
the City Charter Commission at our general meeting
on Sept. 7 at 7 p.m. to talk about the City Charter
ballot measure.

To learn more about the proposed charter,
read page 3 of the Aug. 2022 edition of CNews at
ConcordiaPDX.org/concordia-news/concordia-
news-downloads/.

We hope to see you there!

Native Portlander Peter Keller has lived in Concordia
since 1997. He runs a small marketing agency with
partner Max, out of their home studio. He loves
exploring outdoors with and without his dogs.

CNA Board of Directors

Chair | Chair@ConcordiaPDX.org Peter Keller

East 1 | East1@ConcordiaPDX.org Heather Pashley

East 2 | East2@ConcordiaPDX.org Joseph Fraley
Northwest 1 | NW1@ConcordiaPDX.org Isham “lke” Harris
Northwest 2 | NW2@ConcordiaPDX.org Amelie Marian

Southwest 1 | SW1@ConcordiaPDX.org Javier Puga-Phillips

Southwest 2 | SW2@ConcordiaPDX.org Matt Boyd
At Large 1 | AL1@ConcordiaPDX.org Robert Bowles
At Large 2 | AL2@ConcordiaPDX.org John Fitzgerald
At Large 3 | AL3@ConcordiaPDX.org John McSherry
At Large 4 | AL4@ConcordiaPDX.org Kieran Lee

At Large 5 | ALs@ConcordiaPDX.org Ben Taylor

At Large 6 | AL6@ConcordiaPDX.org Brittany van der Salm

CNA meeting venues, how to attend

To learn how to attend CNA meetings in-person
(when available) or remotely, visit:

e ConcordiaPDX.org/CNAMeetings

* Facebook.com/groups/ConcordiaPDX

Concordia News

Concordia Neighborhood

Association

Board Meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 7, 6 p.m., McMenamins Kennedy
School Community Room with call in option, see box
below, contact Peter Keller, Chair@ConcordiaPDX.org
Future meeting dates: 10/5, 11/2

General Membership Meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 7, 7 p.m., McMenamins Kennedy
School Community Room with call in option, see box
below, contact Peter Keller, Chair@ConcordiaPDX.org
Future meeting date: 11/2

Social Committee

If you'd like to volunteer to help plan fun, community-
building events, contact Javier Puga-Phillips at Social@
ConcordiaPDX.org.

Media Team

1st Monday of the month, Monday, Sept. 5,6 p.m.,
venue: remote, see box below, contact Shawn Mihalik,
MediaTeamLead@ConcordiaPDX.org

Finance Committee

Last Wednesday of the month, Wednesday, Sept. 28, 7 p.m.,
venue: contact Heather Pashley, Treasurer@ConcordiaPDX.
org

Community Room Rental

For info and scheduling, visit ConcordiaPDX.org/
community-room-rental or contact Javier Puga-Phillips
at CNARoomKennedy@gmail.com.

CONTACTS

CNA Chair
Peter Keller, Chair@ConcordiaPDX.org

CNA Vice Chair
Brittany van der Salm, AL6@ConcordiaPDX.org

CNA Secretary
Joseph Fraley, Secretary@ConcordiaPDX.org

CNA Treasurer
Heather Pashley, Treasurer@ConcordiaPDX.org

North Community Safety Team
Jacob Brostoff & Daniel Franco-Nunez, north.pdxteam@
PortlandOregon.gov, 503.823.4064

SUBMISSIONS & ADVERTISING

Submissions to Concordia News: Deadline is the

10th of the month preceding the upcoming monthly
publication. Contact CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.org
Submissions to CNA website: Submit nonprofit news &
events to MediaTeamLead@ConcordiaPDX.org
Advertising: Leigh Shelton, CNewsBusiness@
ConcordiaPDX.org, 971.600.1678

MEDIATEAM

CNA Board Liaisons: Heather Pashley, John McSherry
Media Team Lead: Shawn Mihalik, MediaTeamLead@
ConcordiaPDX.org, 330.502.8452

CNews Editor: Rob Cullivan, CNewsEditor@
ConcordiaPDX.org

CNews Graphic Designer: Gordon Riggs,
CNewsDesigner@ConcordiaPDX.org

Media Team: Erin Cooper, Rob Cullivan, Keith
Daellenbach, Jon Dickman, Steve Elder, Michael French,
Tami Fung, Gina Levine, Shawn Mihalik, Javier Puga-
Phillips, Gordon Riggs, Rob Rogers, Marsha Sandman,
Leigh Shelton

800 square foot ADU in Concordia |

Custom Remodel &

New Construction

503-410-6831

Doug Mcl.eod,
. ModernAngle.us

Ben MclLeod,
Owner

Owner

CCB: 214905

CONSICNMENT & TRADE

We're open 12-6 every day.

Please call or use the website to
schedule an appointment to sell.

503-206-5059
takeitorleaveitpdx.com

CNA is on Instagram!
Follow us @CNAPDX
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Preschool, afterschool to open in Concordia

By Leigh Shelton
CNews Advertising Representative

or Delorie Finch, the dream

F of opening her own preschool

began in 1998, while sitting in

the balcony of the Maranatha Church in
Northeast Portland.

“The pastor said, ‘God has blessed
many of you with talents, and many of you
are sitting on those talents,” Finch said.
“And I heard God say to me, ‘Delorie, you
need to start the school. Start the school
and the people will come.”

Twenty-four years later, she started
the school, and thanks to funding from
Preschool for All, a 2020 Multnomah
County voter-supported ballot initiative,
the students have come.

In its first year of implementa-
tion, Preschool for All has enrolled 677
students across the county, 10 of whom

will attend Finch Academy, located in
Maranatha Church, 4222 NE 12th Ave.

“They’ve been wonderful,” Finch said,
referring to the Preschool for All coun-
selors who've helped her. “They’re doing
everything they possibly can to make

W new lead ad repre-
4 sentative for CNews.
She loves raising
@ her three children
d in Concordia and
8 doing yoga nidra. For

. advertisement inqui-
ries, contact Leigh at CNewsBusiness@
ConcordiaPDX.org.

Charter info session Sept. 7

City Charter Commissioner Gloria

sure we're successful.”

Preschool for All has provided Finch
Academy grant money to help cover
infrastructure expenses, training and
mentorship. The academy has also
received tuition aid to cover 10 three-
and four-year-olds.

Funded by a tax on high-income
earners that Multnomah County started
collecting in January 2021, Preschool for
All makes full-time preschool free for
families in the county.

“Parents shouldn’t
have to choose
between paying

the bills and rent
and preschool.”

- Delorie Finch

Finch long dreamt of opening her
own school and spent 27 years running
the preschool program at Matt Dishman
Community Center in Northeast Port-
land’s Eliot neighborhood. She retired in
September of 2021.

“When I started [at Dishman], it was
all Black children,” she said. “By the time
I retired it was all white except for one.
This is a result of gentrification.”

Finch said she loved her experience at
Dishman. But she still felt a yearning to
lead something of her own making and

Furthermore, council members
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Delorie Finch, left, greets her preschool students each morning. Here she greets Londyn
Brown, who high fives her father, Neal Brown. Photo by Leigh Shelton

fulfill a deep need she saw for children to
attend preschool.

“It’s not fair for children to be left
out just because their parents can’t pay,”
Finch said. “Parents shouldn’t choose
between paying the bills and rent and
preschool, yet they do. These kids are so
smart. They are like a sponge. We need to
fill their little minds with as many good
things as we can.”

For Preschool for All, Finch Academy
is considered a “Pilot Site.” That means

it’s one of the first contracted preschools
in the program and, akin to user testing,
will influence the overall shape of the
county’s preschool program as its details
are worked out.

Multnomah County Commissioner
Jessica Vega Pederson was a key leader
of the 2020 Preschool for All campaign
conducted by a coalition of parents,
teachers, unions, preschool providers

Story continued on Page 8

Ready to

Cruz will address a general meeting of
the Concordia Neighborhood Associa-
tion board from 7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 7, in the Community Room at
McMenamins Kennedy School, 5736
NE 33rd Ave.

Cruz will speak on the proposed
charter for Portland, which resi-
dents will vote on this November. The
proposed charter would change the
city council’s makeup from its current
one of four at-large members and the
mayor to one made up of 12 members
who will represent four districts, each
with three council members repre-
senting it.

will no longer run city bureaus, and
voters will be able to use proportional
ranked-choice voting to choose their
council members. Proponents claim
ranked-choice voting is more inclu-
sive of underrepresented voters than
the current simple majority system by
which councilors are chosen.

Cruz is a member of the indepen-
dent 20-member City Charter Review
Commission, which has been at work
for more than 18 months gathering
citizen input on the proposed charter.

To learn more about the proposed
charter, visit Portland.gov/omf/
charter-review-commission.

The Community Room at
McMenamins Kennedy School is
available for your next gathering,
book club, birthday, baby shower
or special occasion.

o mvmanall
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+ Free Wi-Fi
« Capacity for 49 people
« Private off street parking

$25/hour ($15/hr. for nonprofits)
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' Learn more at: ConcordiaPDX.org/
\ community-room-rental

Make a Move?
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Connect with us - we're ready to help!

5-star Google rated | 5-star Yelp rated | 5-star Zillow rated
Willamette Week Best of Portland Finalist

ARYNE +
DULCINEA

EARTH ADVANTAGE ADU SPECIALISTS

@ LIVING ROOM REALTY

Oregon Licensed Real Estate Brokers
503-449-1630 | 503-380-5124
aryneanddulcinea.com | livingroomre.com
aryne@livingroomre.com | dulcinea@livingroomre.com
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Yard sales to take place first week of September

By Javier Puga-Phillips
CNA Social Committee Chair

oncordia’s National Night Out
‘ parade took place Aug. 2. You
can enjoy our photo package of

the event on Page 5.

Thank you to Flour Market for hosting
the beginning of the parade with cookies,
refreshments, and water for our partici-
pants.

The parade ended at Mildred Hall,
where our gracious host Matthew
Hollingsworth opened the doors for cele-
brations.

We had food and fruit catered by

Ramiro from J.R. Skillets, music by Pop
Cart PDX, and story-telling by Edith
Johnson. Zoe Mendez painted faces of
the attendees, and other volunteers made
this an evening of fun and laughter.

Also, in late August we hosted our
bi-monthly Concordia Neighborhood
Litter Pickup. Thank you to Solve for your
support and a special shout-out to Gina
Levine our neighbor who has been there
helping and making sure we’re organized
and ready to clean our streets.

Yard Sales

Our next event is the CNA Annual
Yard Sale, which is set for Friday

MCMENAMIHS KENN ED)Y SCHOOL

.KJT OBEREES]I

~=BREWEES]T}
- SAT, SEF

McMenamins and guest breweries
us BURGERS, BRATS AND WARM PRETZELS

» LIVE MUSIC IN THE GYM
¢ Mawlee Jones Band 2.4y Falcon Heart 4.307m

UPCOMING SEPTEMBER EVENTS

L% 671 ANNUAL|

10, 2022

Gennan-style craft beers from

9/13 RACE TALKS - 9/19 FRIENDS & FAMILY NIGHT. (BENEFITS

BEVERLY CLEARY SCHOOL) :

9/21 DRAG QUEEN BINGO

Open for indoor and outdoor dining and to-go
5736 NE 33rd Ave - Portland - (503) 249-3983 - mcmenamins.com

ReThink. ReDesign. ReBuild.

When it comes to bathrooms,
kitchens, additions and more...

“the only fool
you heed.

mac-ho.com

cch 166263

203.282.1841

through Sunday Sept. 2 to 4. Please
visit ConcordiaPDX.org and look for
the registration link, or email Social@
ConcordiaPDX.org, and I'll be happy to
share the link with you.

CNA is happy to report that our
Halloween party will be held this year
at Bar Cala, 2703 NE Alberta St., on
Monday, Oct. 31. We will have treats for
children and music. Adult beverages will
be available for purchase, and costumes
are highly encouraged.

Bike Safety

On a serious note, we'd like to ask all
of our residents to please help us spread
the word about bike safety on our streets.
Portland is a bike-friendly city, and we'd
like to continue sharing our road with
bikers of all ages. Yet lately we have
seen more biking accidents, which leads
me to share that friend of Concordia
and co-owner of Bonne Chance, James
Ehrmann, was recently run over by a car
and seriously injured while biking. He is
hospitalized but on his way to recovery,
and many of his friends and patrons have
stepped up to help either at his business
or by organizing a GoFundMe (please
email if you'd like to donate, and I'll send
the link) to help get him through recovery
until he can work again.

Also, if you'd like to support his busi-
ness, please stop by Bonne Chance, 2203
NE Alberta St., where his brother and
business partner Mark will be keeping
the doors open.

Community Room

We'd also like to remind everyone that
CNA is mainly funded by the rentals of
the community room at Kennedy School.
The room is available to be rented hourly
with special rates for non-profit organi-
zations.

All proceeds from the room are used
to fund our events and cleanups, the
newspaper, and other important projects
for Concordia.

We currently need volunteers. Please
reach out to me at 503.343.5561 or
Social@ConcordiaPDX.org for volunteer
opportunities.

Follow us on Instagram @CNAPDX
and use #SocialConcordiaPDX for shout-
outs.

We also have a Facebook page
@ConcordiaPDX for updates.

Javier Puga-Phillips
holds the At Large
4 position on the
Concordia Neigh-
borhood Association
(CNA) Board of Direc-
tors, manages rentals
of the McMenamins
Kennedy School Community Room and
chairs the CNA Social Committee. He is
a real estate professional locally, and he
is a published author and motivational
speaker in Latin America and Spain.

1000 homes sold since 2014!

Don't take a chance. Use proven experience.

Over 90% of today's real estate agents
have never sold a home in a market like this.

Mark is your experienced agent! With in-depth market
knowledge and decades in the industry, Mark has the skills
and expertise to sell your property at the best price!

For a FREE instant home valuation

Call Mark Today!
503-807-9911

or visit

www.markcharlesworth.com/homevalue

mark charlesworth

FORTLAND

real estate team

CENTRAL =
~" KELLERWILLIAMS REALTY
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National Night Out

Residents of Concordia and Vernon neighborhoods participat-
ed in National Night Out Aug. 2. Participants rode bikes from
Flour Market to Mildred Hall and enjoyed food catered by RJ
Skillets. Photos by Michael French

From left: Concordia Neighborhood Association leaders Javier Puga-
Phillips, Gina Levine, Heather Pashley, Peter Keller.
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Arearesidents marked National Night Out with a bike parade that began at Flour Market, 5507 NE 30th Ave., and ended at Mildred Hall, 5138 NE 23rd Ave.
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How to Start Preparing News Items
For Potential Disasters

By Erin E. Cooper
Concordia/Vernon/Woodlawn
Neighborhood Emergency Team

f you haven’t started setting aside

I supplies for a disaster, or done any

other kind of planning, where is
the best place to start? This is a common
question, and while there’s no one right
answer, I'll give you my priorities to use
as a guideline in case you need it.

Remember that you don’t have to
tackle everything at once, and I highly
advise taking it in small doses. A small
amount of planning is better than no
planning.

It is important to make sure that
everyone in your family knows what
your reunification plan is. To learn how
to make a plan, visit ConcordiaPDX.org,
click on “Concordia News” and read the
NET columns in the Oct. and Nov. 2021
editions. A reunification plan doesn’t
require any supplies, just thinking and
talking things through with your family.

For supplies, I suggest starting with a
three-day go-bag for each member of the
family, including children, and I'll cover
what you should put in it in next month’s
NET column. These are supplies you
can use in your home or take with you,
depending on the situation.

Once you've got that in place, it’s time
to start thinking about larger quanti-
ties of water, a subject I covered in the
July and Aug. 2022 NET columns. You
will also need food supplies for a longer

period of time. It’s a good idea to have
at least two weeks of food and water
supplies on hand. If it’s too much to buy
all of that at once, add to your supplies
gradually—it’s not an all-or-nothing rule.
Some is always better than none!

If you feel like you have enough
supplies for your family for a couple
of weeks or more after a disaster, it’s
time to get involved in your community
if you haven’t already. Find out about
joining your Neighborhood Emergency
Team (NET) at Portland.gov/pbem/
neighborhood-emergency-teams, or
your BEECN (Basic Earthquake Emer-
gency Communication Node) team at
Portland.gov/pbem/about-beecn (and
see Concordia News August 2021).
Or connect with neighbors to share
preparedness duties and develop a
disaster response plan for the block on
which you live.

A community that plans together
survives better and recovers faster from
disasters!

Erin E. Cooper is
 a marine biologist
g, living in Woodlawn.
*]I.'l She spends a lot of
s time thinking about
™ disasters and has
3 been a NET member
8, | for many years.
Contact her at OceanlListener@gmail.
com.

8am.-3p.m.

Concordia Neighborhood
Annual Yard Sale &

Friday, Sept. 2 - Sunday, Sept. 4

-1
el

=) o

Get started by downloading a map from ConcordiaPDX.org.
Maps also available at participating houses.

Questions? Contact Javier Puga-Phillips at
Social@ConcordiaPDX.org or call/text 503.343.5561,

Oct. 1 marks the United Nations
International Day of Older
Persons. This year's theme focuses
on the “Resilience and Contributions
of Older Women.”

In recognition of the event, North-
east Village PDX will showcase the
voices of three of its women members,
each of whom found ways to overcome
great adversity. Using a storytelling
format, the event will be held via
Zoom.

Details are still being worked
out, so check out the Calendar
at NEVillagepdx.org as the date
approaches.

Safe Routes to
School looks

to add new
committee
members.

Safe Routes to School

Are you passionate about the ability
to walk and roll safely in Oregon and
helping our children do the same?
The Safe Routes to School Advisory
Committee is looking to add three to
four new members between the ages of
16 and 24.

In particular, the committee is
inviting young people with disabili-
ties, BIPOC persons and/or people
with experience in health care to join.

The application will be open
through Sept. 15. Staff will follow up
with applicants in September.

A sub-committee of the Safe
Routes to School Advisory committee
will recommend 3 to 4 new members

to the Oregon Dept. of Transportation
director in October.

New members will begin their
term in January 2023.

The SRAC recommends which
grants to fund for ODOT’s Safe Routes
to School Construction and Education
programs. The SRAC advises ODOT,
the Oregon Transportation Commis-
sion, and consultants with the Oregon
Transportation Safety Committee.

A new SRAC member must be able
to attend six 3-hour meetings annu-
ally (generally every other month)
starting in January. Meetings may be
held online, in-person or as hybrid
options. Accommodations to partici-
pate in meetings are available, such as
material in alternate formats.

The SRAC is a dynamic group of
partners who engage in lively debates
with open minds and respect. The
committee works together to deter-
mine the priorities for the Safe Routes
program, provide feedback to staff for
program implementation, and make
important recommendations for grant

funding.
To learn more, visit
OregonSafeRoutes.org, or call

LeeAnne Fergason, program manager,
at 503.910.8994.

VOA virtual celebration

The Volunteers of America Oregon
will host a virtual celebration on KGW
Channel 8 or via livestreaming at
KGW.com/watch, at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 15.

This event highlights volunteers’
continued steadfast commitment to
the residents of Oregon. Proceeds
from the event further VOA Oregon’s
mission to enhance lives by promoting
self-determination, building strong
communities and standing for social
justice.

To RSVP, for free, visit VOAor.org/
changemakers.

Pavent- Child Classes sfaving mondhly

Heart in Hand Preschaal
20 yeavs o} Waldod N

OPEN HOUSE EVERY FIRST WEDNESDAY
info and rsvp; heartinhandpreschool.cam

2002-2022

two meetings:

+ 6 p.m. - Board meeting
7 p.m. - General meeting

Board on Page 2.

Want to get involved locally?

Wednesday, Sept. 7, the Concordia
Neighborhood Association will hold

Join us in the McMenamins Kennedy School Community Room or
attend remotely: ConcordiaPDX.org/CNAMeetings.

For more information about these two meetings, see From the

All are welcome!

Meet Truman.

Unlicensed assistant, dog park
regular and very good boy. He
enjoys belly rubs and helping
clients find the home their pet
deserves. We're here to help
guide you through the buying
and selling process. Please call
us, or stop and say hello on
one of our many walks in
Concordia. Belly rubs optional.

LARK + FIR®

REALTY
Melissa Moran
Licensed Broker
(503)358-7918
melissa@larkandfir.com
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Concordia News

Stumptown Scholar

Jefferson High valedictorian wins scholarshlp

By Rob Cullivan
CNews Editor

owan Dodero, 18, a graduate

Rof Faubion Elementary School

as well as Jefferson High, can

speak Spanish, paint murals and talk

fashion—Roman fashion, from back

when the Caesars were emperors, not
salads.

A fan of anthropology and history,
Dodero is a valedictorian of the Class of
2022 and says she’s fascinated by how
folks lived in the past.

“I'm interested in the people,” she
says. “I really like looking at what they

A fan of anthropology and history, Rowan Dodero
is a valedictorian of the Class of 2022 and says she’s
fascinated by how folks lived in the past.

town Scholars are primarily funded by retailer
Mattress Lot and local donors. Scholarship
awards are based on an essay, academic perfor-
mance, community leadership and financial
need.

For her Stumptown essay, Dodero was asked
how she would teach young people 20 years
from now about what it was like to be a student
during the Covid lockdowns.

“I would start by delving into the effects that
quarantine, masking and social distancing had

“Our scholarship committee was super
impressed by Rowan’s essay.”

wore and learning about what they
believed and why and what they did.”

In addition to the aforementioned
subjects, Dodero has also learned about
biotechnology as an intern at her high
school’s OHSU program, and she enjoys
writing as well. The stellar student
earned 40 college credits while in high
school by attending Portland Commu-
nity College classes through its Cascadia
campus, graduated with a 4.2 weighted
GPA and is enrolled at the University of
Oregon.

She earned a Pathways Scholarship
to the home of the Ducks, which she
says will cover her tuition, and plans to
pay her housing bill with the help of a
$1,000 Stumptown Scholarship. Dodero
was one of 16 East Portland high school
graduates who won such a grant. Stump-

CNews Editor Rob

Cullivan is a veteran

& journalist, publicist

and grant writer who

has written about

everything from rock

n’ roll to religion.

- He possesses a deep

affection for writers and photographers
who hit deadline.

Black United Fund
makes dreams real

Continued from Page 1

provides educational and financial
assistance to young people. Wright has
mentored Christine Bynum, a junior at
Atlanta’s Spelman College, the nation’s
oldest college for African American
women. Bynum said she wants to
inspire other African Americans
because she is planning to become an
orthodontist.

“As a future Black dentist, I know
there are not that many Black dentists
out there,” she said. “I want to be arole
model to other students.”

Bynum is also studying Spanish
and hopes to work with Spanish
speakers as well as folks of any race
who are unable to access dental
care due to financial challenges. As

—Michael Hanna

on people,” she wrote. “I would focus on youth
because I have first-hand experience being a
high schooler during the pandemic, and I could
relate it to my students. I would look into the
long-term effects this had on my generation,
how school etiquette and social skills were
hindered.”

“Our scholarship committee was super
impressed by Rowan’s essay,” Michael Hanna,
a Stumptown spokesperson, said. “Rowan is
a creative and thoughtful writer. She writes
clearly, in an organized manner. We liked her
description of life during the pandemic for high
school students and her description of how the
pandemic changed our culture and society for
years to come.”

Dodero credited her parents, Calley
Dodero and Stephen Phillips, for
supporting her academic journey, and
added that her interests are varied,
ranging from volunteering on behalf of
the Oregon Food Bank to serving as a
Portland Parks and Recreation camp
counselor this summer, as well as an art
camp counselor the previous three years.

Although she would love to study
Spanish abroad, Dodero said she has not
yet made up her mind what she wants to
pursue as a career after university.

“I'm just trying to learn a bunch of
stuff and see what I like.”

someone who’s worn braces herself,
she said it’s important for people to
feel welcome and supported as they
get their teeth fixed.

“You are trying to help them smile
better, and they never forget their
orthodontists.”

She credited Black United Fund for
helping her to defray the considerable
costs of her college education.

“The financial support means
that T am able to continue my time
at Spellman,” she said. “I am able to
reduce the amount of loans that I may
need to take out for school.”

For more information on Black
United Fund, visit BUFor.org.

For more information on PDX
SuiteSpot, visit PDXSuiteSpot.com.
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Remodeling in your Neighborhood since 2001
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SCIENCE ON TAP

How’d They Film That?
Behind-the-Scenes

of Science
Communication at OPB

a soulful, ecstatic
musical experience

FANNA
FI ALLAH

Nina Simone
Tribute

| PUT A SPELL ON YOU

with LaRhonda Steele &
The Adrian Martin Sextet

DANIELLE
WALKER

Healthy in a
Hurry Tour

CONSIDER THIS

on Black Political
Power in Oregon

JERRY JOSEPH
ACOUSTIC

beloved
contemporary folk
musician

TRACY
GRAMMER

NPR _
Radio |_|VE
ELUKE

Show -
Taping

the best in
the Northwest!

OREGON
BURLESQUIE
FESTIVAIL

feraturincg
neo and comedy
ClTrC1ls and more

a Midwestern
amalgam Df EBlues,
Country, Rock'n'roll,
and Follk

JEFFREY
FOUCAULT

LOW BAR CHORALE PRESENTS

Rack ko
SCHOOLHQCUSE
ROCK

BELOVED EMER(C

film & concert release tour

albertarosetheatre.com

3000 NE Alberta
503.764.4131

Concordia News

Community events calendar

Saturday, Sept. 2, Noon-5 pm

ALDER COMMONS FESTIVAL
Location: 4212 NE Prescott St.

Second annual Alder Commons Festival.
Local vendors in the parking lot, prize
giveaways, cooking demo, woodworking
demo, pop-up free play with Portland Free
Play, tours of Alder Commons, Loncheria los
Mayas food cart, a live letterpress printing
station and more.

Details: aldercommons.org

Saturday, Sept. 10, 2 pm

ALDER COMMONS AFRO MADE
POP UP MARKET

Location: 4212 NE Prescott St.

Come support Black-owned businesses at
our market in the parking lot.

Details: aldercommons.org

Saturdays 10 am to noon

Mondays 4-6 pm

ST. CHARLES FOOD PANTRY
Location: 5310 NE 42nd Ave.

“Shop” at the food pantry Mondays & Sat-
urdays this month, or request contactless
delivery of food boxes. The 9.53-square-mile
service area is 28th to 82nd & the Columbia
River to Mason, including Dignity Village.
Details: stcharlespdx.org/food-help.html,
svdppdxsc@outlook.com

Saturday, Sept. 17, 24

FOOD PANTRY

Location: 5209 NE 22nd Ave.

Sharon Seventh Day Adventist Church hosts
its food pantry the last two Saturdays each
month with restrictions & strict adherence to
physical-distancing procedures.

Details: sharonsda.net, office@
SharonChurch.comcastbiz.net

Community calendar items

Admission to events is free unless otherwise noted. Priority is afforded

to local events sponsored by—or which benefit—Ilocal nonprofit
organizations. Submit information to CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.org by
the 10th of the month preceding the event.

Preschool and afterschool to open

Continued from Page 3

and community groups. Pederson said
she feels proud of reaching this milestone
in the Preschool for All journey, and is
still active on the team.

“Families are dropping off their little
ones at preschool and are free from the
significant financial burden of child-
care,” Vega Pederson said, adding: “This
program was recognized as a potential
national model, and we’re going to make
sure it’s a success.”

Applications are currently open for
existing or would-be preschool providers
interested in joining for the 2023-24
school year. Cash assistance and free
training are available. For more infor-
mation, visit Multco.us/preschool/
providers.

And although Finch Academy’s
Preschool for All funded slots are filled
for this school year, she still has room for
more students, and Finch said she will
not turn away families. For more infor-
mation, call Finch at 971.544.7291.

“We Play” After School

Concordia neighborhood leader and
former CNews Advertising Represen-
tative Gina Levine’s We Play Portland,
an after school childcare program
for Faubion School students ages five
through 10, has found a new home in St.
Michael’s Lutheran Church, 6700 NE
29th Ave., starting this month.

Levine has long provided before- and
after-school care for friends and neigh-
bors out of her house. But this year she
has taken her business to the next level,

ENGEL & VOLKERS
JAVIER PUGA-PHILLIPS

Let your neighborhood realtor
help you make the most of
your real estate investment.

As a community leader, our neighborhood
s important to me. As a realtor, converting
transactions into relationships is what | do.

For your Real Estate needs please email Javier at Javier.
Puga-Phillips@EVRealEstate.com or call/text 503.343.5561

Sojourn Church — A Neighborhood Church

You’re invited to our Fall launch!

September 11th « 10 AM
Oregon Stamp Society
4828 NE 33rd Avenue

sojournpdx.org
info@sojournpdx.org
Instagram: @sojournpdx
Facebook.com/sojournpdx

“Come join us at our Fall launch where there’s a place for everyone.”

finding a convenient location in the
church’s Fellowship Hall next door to
Faubion.

“I've been somewhat unofficially
watching other people’s kids since my
nine-year-old was a newborn,” Levine
said. “But it was never a business. It’s
really exciting to be taking the next step.
I can help more families, and I see it as a
longer-term career.”

Levine said she named her care
program “We Play” because that’s what
she wants to give the kids, a chance for
unstructured time to just play and be
themselves.

“I don’t think kids get to play enough
during the school year,” she said. “To me,
play is building relationships, building
community and figuring out who you are
when you're a kid.”

And for Faubion families, it’s a vital
service for those parents who are working
and can’t pick up their kids at 3:15 p.m.
when school dismisses students, she said.
We Play Portland is offering care Monday
to Thursday for two hours after school.

One such parent is Christine Sullivan,
a single mom and full-time teacher
in Portland Public Schools. When her
daughter started in-person classes at
Faubion last school year, she was stressed
and scrambled to find before- and after-
school care.

“I think the [school] district needs to
do a better job of offering more options,”
Sullivan said. “I'm so thankful for Gina.
She provides such an amazing service
for the community by watching all these
kiddos.”

Levine said a few spots remain open
in this year’s program, so contact her at
WePlayPortland@gmail.com to enroll.

If all goes well at Faubion, she hopes
to open a Vernon School location for the
2023—24 school year.

Faubion Welcomes Staff

Faubion School welcomes two new
assistant principals this fall: Cynthia
Kieffer and Celina Garrido.

Kieffer was a middle school teacher in
Beaverton before entering administra-
tion in Portland Public Schools. She lives
in the Sabin neighborhood and said she
already feels connected to the commu-
nity.

Kieffer, who is Latina and speaks
fluent Spanish, comes to Faubion from
James John Elementary, a K—5 school.
She requested to be moved to a school
that served older children.

“I found I was missing that middle
school component,” Kieffer said. “Grades
six through eight are a discovery period.
Kids are forming their hopes and dreams.
To watch that identity grow and blossom
is just so invigorating.”
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