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By Doug Decker
Historian

A friendly reader has shared an 
amazing photo with stories to 
tell.

I’ve walked all over Alberta with this 
picture of the horse drawn carriage in 
hand, consulted early maps of the neigh-
borhood, and examined building permits 
and local buildings to figure out exactly 
where this is.

Here’s the evidence:
•	We know that in 1909 the Alberta 

Streetcar line – visible in the fore-

This photograph at 26th Avenue and 
Alberta Street looks north/northeast in 
1909, three years before the Broadway 
Bridge was built. At that time, Portland 
had only 3,540 registered cars, so most 
everyone was on foot, horseback or 
streetcar. Photo reprinted with permission 
from the Gholston Collection

This current photo of the small house that appears just above the 
horse’s rump in the 1909 photograph. Look carefully at the hipped 
roof, mini dormer on top, and the slightly off-center chimney. That’s 
the same house, built in 1906 by Mary L. Coger. Photo courtesy of 
Google Streetview

Ask the historian

A photo detective solves Alberta Street mystery

Doug Decker init i -
a t e d  h i s  b l o g 
A lame da Hi s to r y .
org  in 2007 to collect 
and share knowl -
edge about the life of 
old houses, buildings 
and neighborhoods 

in northeast Portland. His basic notion 
is that insight to the past adds new 
meaning to the present. If you have a 
question for him to answer in CNews, 
send it to CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.
com.

ground of the photo – was still just two 
rails in the dirt. And we know this part 
of Alberta was not paved until summer 
1911.

•	We also know that H.S. Reynolds, who 
may well be the man in the photo, was 
associated with the grocery until about 
1910. The 1910 census shows him, at 
age 36, and his wife Carrie living in 
the residence associated with the shop, 
located at the southeast corner of 26th 
Avenue and Alberta Street.

•	There are some distinctive houses 
in the background of this old photo, 

including a church 
steeple. That is the 
building on the 
southeast corner of 
27th Avenue and 
Su m ner  S t r e e t , 
known today as 
St. Luke Memo-
r ia l  Communit y 
Church of God, but 
was then the newly 
constructed United 
Brethren in Christ 
Church built in 1910.
•	 A p p e a r i n g 
directly in front of 
the carriage driver 
in the old photo is a 
light-colored home. 
This small hipped-
roof house with 
chimney slightly 
off center and front 
dormer is today’s 

5028 N.E. 26th, currently painted red 
with the front porch enclosed. This 
house was built in 1906.

Check it out in the smaller, current 
day Google streetview. See it under all 
that?

Lester Park – the location painted on 
the side of the wagon – wasn’t a park. 
It was the name of a plat or subdivision 
established in 1906 and now contained 
within today’s Concordia neighborhood.

Lester Park Grocery was a dry goods 
and butcher store that stood in what is 
today an empty lot just west of the Waffle 
Window at 2624 N.E. Alberta St.

That would make the corner of the 
house you can see just above the horse’s 
head about where the corner of where 
a new building contains Mae Ploy Thai 
Cuisine at 2531 N.E. Alberta St..

Old pictures are worth at least 1,000 
words.
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Concordia community events calendar

Community calendar items
Admission to events is free unless otherwise noted. Priority is aff orded 
to local events sponsored by – or which benefi t – local nonprofi t 
organizations. Submit information to CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.org by 
the 10th of the month preceding the event.

Friday-Sunday, Nov. 30-Dec. 1, noon-6pm
CULLY FARMERS MARKET 
HOLIDAY TREE SALE
Location: 5012 NE 42nd Ave.
Holiday trees are on sale this weekend and 
the same hours during following Fridays-
Sundays while supplies last. Proceeds 
benefi t the local farmers market.
Details: facebook.com/cullyfarmersmarket/

Saturday, Dec. 1, 1-6pm
4TH ANNUAL VERNON MAKER 
FAIR
Location: Vernon Elementary School, 2044 
NE Killingsworth St
Featuring 100-percent-handcrafted items 
made by Vernon community members, door 
prizes, music, kids activities, food & drink 
– something for everyone in the family. A 
percentage of all sales goes to support the 
Vernon PTA.
Details: vernonpta.org/2018/10/14/calling-
all-makers-2/

Saturday, Dec. 1, 4:30pm
7TH ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING ON 
ALBERTA STREET
Location: Alberta Central, 18th Avenue & 
Alberta Street
Family fun is promised at this Alberta Main 
Street event hosted by Mimosa Studios. Visit 
with Santa, enjoy holiday music, cookies & 
hot drinks – & witness “fl ipping the switch.” 
$4 suggested donation for photo with Santa.
Details: albertamainst.org/whats-happening/
lit-up-local/tree-lighting/

Monday, Dec. 3, 6-8pm
BEYOND INVITATION: HOW 
DO WE CREATE INCLUSIVE 
COMMUNITIES?
Location: Concordia University Library 
lobby, 2800 NE Liberty St
This Oregon Humanities Conversation 
Project is hosted by Concordia University’s 
Library Multicultural Arts & Events Program.
Details: cu-portland.libcal.com/
event/4628697

Tuesdays, Dec. 4, 11, 18, 4:30-8pm
TEXTILE TUESDAYS & OPEN ART 
GALLERY
Location: Cerimon House, 5131 NE 23rd 
Ave
Stitch, knit & chat in a simple gathering of 
artful citizens, peruse gallery exhibits &/
or fold origami with the Soul Box Project to 
make 36,000 soul boxes.
Details: cerimonhouse.org

Tuesday, Dec. 4, 6-7pm
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
COMMUNITY TREE LIGHTING
Location: Concordia University Library lobby 
& portico, 2800 NE Liberty St
This event features the Concordia brass 
ensemble & concert choir.
Details: cu-portland.edu/about/events/
campus-calendar

Wednesday, Dec. 5, noon-1pm
HIV SERVICES FUNDRAISER 
LUNCHEON
Location: Concordia University Hagen Cen-
ter, 2811 NE Holman St
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon’s HIV 
Services holds its annual World AIDS Day 
Fundraiser Luncheon, an opportunity to 

honor & celebrate people who live daily with 
HIV/AIDS, & those who support the work 
of EMO’s HIV Day Center & Daily Bread 
Express.
Details/tickets/table sales: event-
brite.com/e/world-aids-day-luncheon-
tickets-50497396071, ceves@emoregon.org, 
503.460.3822

Thursdays, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, 7:40-8:40am
TOASTMASTERS
Location: Concordia University Library, 
2800 NE Liberty St
Advisors Toastmasters is a small, but active, 
group that gives members opportunities to 
try speaking & leadership in a safe, nurturing 
& supportive environment with feedback that 
is aimed at helping you improve your speak-
ing, listening & leadership skills.
Details: advisors.toastmastersclubs.org

Fridays, Dec. 7, 14, 10:30am-noon
FEAST COMMUNITY CHOIR
Location: Subud Portland, 3185 NE Re-
gents Dr
Forget Everything & Sing Together (FEAST) 
is a community acapella choir with the goal
to build community.
Details/fee: feastcommunitychoir.com

Friday-Sunday, Dec. 7-8, times varied
A CHRISTMAS CHORALE
Location: St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
6700 NE 29th Ave
This is a service of lessons & carols, featur-
ing Concordia University’s music ensembles. 
Seating for all services is limited & on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-seated basis. Times: Dec. 7&8 
7pm, Dec. 9 3pm
Details: cu-portland.edu/about/events/
campus-calendar

Sunday, Dec. 9, 3-5pm
COMMUNITY CONVERSATION: 
HOMEPLACE
Location: Cerimon House, 5131 NE 23rd 
Ave
“Homeplace: Envisioning the Future of our 
Neighborhoods” is a community conversa-
tion that is forward-looking with an eye 
to embracing a sense-of-place” ethos, & 
revitalizing & adapting architectural legacy 
for use in the 21st century. That includes 
understanding what plans by the city are for 
urban development, & imagining how neigh-
borhoods can evolve to serve their diverse 
communities. The event is sponsored by the 
Regional Arts & Culture Council & Cerimon 
House.

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 6pm
RACE TALKS
Location: McMenamins Kennedy School 
These opportunities for dialogue about race
in Oregon – both historically & the current 
time – are presented by McMenamins
History & Donna Maxey. Doors open: 6pm; 
discussion: 7pm
Details: racetalkspdx.com

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 6-8:30 pm.
CNA HOLIDAY PARTY
Location: Cerimon House, NE 23rd Ave & 
Sumner St
Join your neighbors for “Holidays Around the 
World,” this year’s Concordia Neighborhood 
Association party. Enjoy a variety of ethnic 
food samples, entertainment, crafts & draw-
ings for prizes.
Details: See Page 3.

Thursday, Dec.13, 5:30-8:30pm
BREW FOR THE SLOUGH
Location: Alberta Street Pub 1036 NE 
Alberta St
East Multnomah County Soil & Water 
Conservation District is partnering with New 
Belgium Brewing & Alberta Street Pub for its 
Give!Guide party. Donate at the party &/or 
give online at giveguide.org/#columbiaslough
watershedcouncil/.
Details: 503.222.7645

Friday, Dec. 14, 7-9pm
OFF THE COUCH EVENTS 
ACTIVITY NIGHT
Location: St. Charles Catholic Church, 5310 
NE 42nd Ave
Differently-abled individuals, 18 & older are 
invited for games, crafts, dancing & snacks.
Admission is $7 per participant & fi rst com-
panion is free.
Details: offthecouchevents@gmail.com, 
503.702.2394

Thursday, Dec. 15, 5pm
PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION 
GRANT APPS DEADLINE
The East Multnomah Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District program provides funding to local 
organizations’ projects that support conser-
vation projects & conservation. Deadline for 
2019 funding is Dec. 15.
Details: EMSWCD.org/pic

Friday, Dec. 21 & Saturday Dec. 22, noon-
5pm
CREATIVE PATH WALK
Location: Cerimon House, NE 23rd Ave & 
Sumner St
Cerimon House hosts a monthly contem-
plative labyrinth walk with a new theme 
each time. The 30-minute immersive indoor 
experience of light, sound & a focused 
activity offers a place to unplug & restore on 
a unique replica of a historic pattern from Re-
ims, France. Open to the public, donations & 
walk-ins welcome.
Details/reservations: creativepathwalk.org

Concordia News won’t publish 
in January. Instead, the volunteer 
writers will spend time with their 
families during the holidays. The 
next issue will arrive at your home 
a few days before the beginning of 
February.

However,  t he C oncord ia 
Community Events Calendar is 
too popular among readers for it to 
take a break. Submit your items to 
CNewsEditor@ConcordiaPDX.org 
by Dec. 10. And look for the events 
calendar at ConcordiaPDX.org/
January2019Calendar by Jan. 1.

CNews takes a holiday

AlbertaRoseTheatre.com
503.764.4131

3000 NE Alberta
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THE MYSTERY BOX 
SHOW

9 

LIVE WIRE RADIO 
WITH LUKE BURBANK

20

TOO SLIM & THE
TAILDRAGGERS

28

AMERICAN MUSIC PROGRAM PRESENTS 
PROGRESSIONS : PLAY TO THE FUTURE 

A BENEFIT CONCERT

22

SCIENCE ON TAP 
GODS & ROBOTS : MYTHS, 

MACHINES, & ANCIENT DREAMS 
OF TECHNOLOGY 

4

THE BLUE BALL
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

FEATURING

SALOON ENSEMBLE
SEPIATONIC + DJ MONTEL SPINOZZA

31

HOLIDAY CIRCUS 
SPECTACULAR & 

BEATLES TRIBUTE
11TH ANNUAL

WHITE ALBUM 
XMAS

FEATURING
THE NOWHWERE BAND

& THE PORTLAND 
CIRCUS ALLSTARS 
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FINEHOUSE
TRIBUTE TO 

AMY WINEHOUSE 
& PROM QUEEN

18

MAGICAL 
STRINGS

CELTIC YULETIDE
40TH ANNIVERSARY

CONCERT

21

14
15
16

CELEBRATE THE SEASON
WITH DO JUMP & 

3 LEG TORSO 
WITH PEPE RAPHAEL
DIRECTED BY ROBIN LANE

MEGAN DIANA 
+ HALEY JOHNSEN
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