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CNA Holiday Party
Tuesday, December 1st, 2009
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Concordia University’s Hagen Center
(Bldg #2 on adjacent map)

Be a part of what’s happening
in the neighborhood.
Meetings held in the
Community Room
at McMenamins
Kennedy School

General Membership
December 1 at Concordia University

Meeting. The holiday party is a great way to meet new
neighbors and mix and mingle with friends, old and
new, in a festive and family-friendly atmosphere. This
year we are delighted to be serving homemade Mexican
food provided by Chef Jose Hernandez, as well as
food from “north of the border.” The CNA will also be
providing nonalcoholic beverages. Additionally, we will
be having a cookie decoration station for children so
they can create their own tasty treats

The ANNUAL CNA HOLIDAY PARTY is just around the
corner, so please mark your calendars! Due to last year’s
crowd at the Concordia University Fine Arts Building,
we have moved the party location to an even bigger
venue. Concordia University has generously donated
their Hagen Center for our event so there will be plenty
of room to enjoy the festivities. The Hagen Center is
located on the second floor of the old CU library, which
is Bldg. #2 on the adjacent map. There is an elevator
to the second floor for those folks who are unable to
use the stairs. All residents and business owners of the
Concordia Neighborhood are invited to the free holiday
festivities on Tuesday, December 1 in lieu of our General

A holiday party would not be complete without music!
This year, we are pleased to announce that we will have
the Concordia University Brass Ensemble under the
direction of William Kuhn, Ed.D. performing festive
songs for our listening pleasure. They will be performing
a variety of holiday selections both in traditional and in
jazz style. We hope to see you all there for this fun endof-the-year event!

1st Tuesday of each month at 7 P.M.
NE 27th Ave
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Land Use & Livability Meeting
December 3
Board Meeting
December 8
2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 P.M.
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2nd Wednesday of each month
at 6:30 P.M.
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Media Commitee
December 9 at New Seasons

NE Holman St

4th Tuesday of each month at 7 P.M.
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Green Team
December 22
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Spectator Seating

Throwing Location

Critical Parking Issues During Park Events
Issue Update: The issue of parking was discussed
at length with the City staff. An interesting side
note is that the Bikeway Plan is looking at adding
a bike path that would connect the Simpson
Street cul-de-sac across the park, around the
running field to 42nd Avenue.
NE

ve
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Generally, the group was in agreement that
actions we can take together that are more
preventative, proactive and positive in nature
would be best in addressing park issues. The
group also agreed that much can be accomplished
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Should you have questions, additional concerns
or suggestions we would welcome your input.
Please email either Robin Johnson at johnson.
robin80@yahoo.com or Julia Baumann Sarver at
hula_bee@yahoo.com.

now in advance of the spring and summer
seasons. It was also mentioned that perhaps it
is the correct
timeJ to thinkKabout beginning
the
I
L
process to develop a “master plan” for Fernhill
Park. It has been a while since a comprehensive
review has been made and this park has changed
dramatically during the last ten years.
canal

This version is a brief summary of progress made
since September. We will continue to provide
updates such as this on a periodic basis, but
particularly when we have pertinent information
to share with our neighbors.

Meeting with Parks Bureau Staff
We are happy to report that we met with the Parks
Department staff (Shawn Rogers, Administrative
Supervisor II; Susan Glenn, North Zone
Manager; Peggy Glascock, Parks Maintenance
Supervisor North Zone; and Mark Warrington,
Public Safety Manager) on November 2. We had
a very productive meeting with these staffers.
We reviewed all the issues and they have given
us valuable insight into how these issues are
handled in general and how they have been
handled at Fernhill over the years. They were
interested in and receptive to our report and want
to help us solve current issues, as well as review
the long-term potentials for the park.
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November 2009 Update
Many of you will recall that a survey of the
neighborhood was conducted by the subcommittee in the late spring and early summer
of this year of residents that live adjacent to the
park. The results of this survey were printed in
the Concordia News October issue and are listed
below for ease in following the issues addressed
in the report.
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Presented by Robin Johnson and Julia Baumann Sarver; Fernhill Park Subcommittee of the Land Use and Livability
Committee; Concordia Neighborhood Association
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Fernhill Park Progress Summary Report

The Parks staff agreed that additional and better
signage would be helpful and directed us to contact
PBOT (Portland Bureau of Transportation) to
make our requests. A stop sign at the intersection
of 38th Avenue and Simpson Street was added to
the list of things that need to be accomplished.
Continued on page 3
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Chair’s Corner

Anyone who knows me knows
how strongly I feel about shopping
locally whenever possible. Back in
a class at PSU a few years ago,
I was presented with numbers
highlighting the financial value of
shopping locally. In preparation
for this column, I started digging
around on the internet to find
something with that information.
I came across lots of interesting
pieces, but my favorite was the
“350 project” (located at www.
the350project.net). I encourage you
to take a look. In a nutshell, the
premise is; pick 3, spend 50. That is,
pick three independent merchants
and spend fifty dollars. “If just half
the employed US population spent
$50 each month in independently
owned businesses, their purchases
would generate more than $42.6
billion in revenue (US Bureau
of Labor statistics 2/6/2009)”
Further, for every $100 spent in
independently owned businesses,
$68 stays in the community, but for
the same $100 spent in chains, only
$43 stays (Civic Economics study
2008). Some of our biggest power
lies in our spending decisions. It
affects our neighbors, our local
merchants and those they employ.
As you prepare to do your shopping,
think of your own neighborhood.
The other arena strongly counting
on this season is that of charitable
non-profits such as Oregon Food
Bank. In these challenging times,
more and more families count
on the Food Bank for their daily
survival. Energy assistance is
another huge need. These agencies
have seen contributions decrease
in line with the downturn in the
economy. The needs are great and
there are plenty of charities out
there that need donations.
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Concordia Neighborhood Association
Board Members and Elected Officials

Board Members

By Anne Rothert, Vice Chair
The holiday season has begun. Of
course each year it seems to start in
the stores and on television earlier
and earlier. Regardless of which
wintertime holiday you celebrate, or
whether you celebrate a wintertime
holiday at all, we are all bombarded
with the sales, the advertisements,
and all the marketing everywhere
we turn. Personally, I celebrate
Christmas. And I’ll tell you, I love
Christmas, the whole season, the
anticipation. In some twisted way
I almost like that the season has
gotten longer. I find my way to keep
it all about what is important to me.
I try to keep it meaningful and not
let the commercialization get to me.
But Christmas in the stores before
Halloween was over the edge for
me. At the same time the economic
importance of this shopping season
is not to be taken lightly. Plenty of
merchants count on this time of
year to make or break them.
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Chair
Anne Rothert

493-1938

arothert@gmail.com

Co-Chair
Belinda Clark

680-2075

clarkbbc@yahoo.com

(E1)
Bob Pallesen

432-8355

bob@section314.com

(E2)
Robin Johnson

477-6807

rbettyj@aol.com

(SW2)
Jennifer Warberg

971-506-9958

jwarberg@comcast.net

(NW1)
Isham “Ike” Harris

282-1543

ishamharris@msn.com

490-5153
310-2892
288-2880
806-5010
282-4640
449-9690

rbowles01@yahoo.com
prst.rim@gmail.com
bob_esmesasser@q.com
mrsteadman@gmail.com
jschuldheisz@cu-portland.edu
kugolini@earthlink.net

Concordia News is a free monthly
publication of the Concordia Neighborhood
Association (CNA). 4,899 newspapers are
mailed to its members and surrounding
neighbors. 1,000 are delivered to
community locations.
The deadline for articles and
advertisements is the 15th of the month
prior to the next issue.
Please send advertising
inquiries and artwork to:
cnabusinessmanager@gmail.com

(SW1)
VACANT

Submit articles, letters to the
editor and calendar events to:
concordianews@yahoo.com
Please note, Concordia News may reject
or edit for form and length any material,
including letters to the editor, submitted
for publication.

(NW2)
VACANT
At Large Board Members
Robert Bowles
Kunal Mehra
Bob Sasser
Matt Steadman
Joel Schuldheisz
Katie Ugolini

Recording Secretary
Joel/Mary Schuldheisz
282-4640
		

mschuldheisz@cu-portland.edu
jschuldheisz@cu-portland.edu

Crime Prevention Specialist
Celeste Carey
823-4764

celeste.carey@ci.portland.or.us

If you would like to participate in the
Concordia News, please contact:
concordianews@yahoo.com
or
PO Box 11194
Portland, OR 97211
MISSION STATEMENT
To connect Concordia residents and
businesses — inform, educate, and report
on activities, issues, and opportunities
of the neighborhood.

NE Precinct Neighborhood Response Officer
Brian Sims
823-5833
bsims@portlandpolice.org
Land Use Chair
George Bruender

287-4787

Managing Editors
Jessica Dunham
Kunal Mehra
Rebecca Wetherby

gbruender@comcast.net

Land Use Co-Chair
Julia Baumann Sarver

Copy Editor
Joe Clinkenbeard

Transportation Chair
VACANT
Economic Development Chair
Matt Steadman
806-5010

mrsteadman@gmail.com

CNA Treasurer
Matt Steadman

806-5010

mrsteadman@gmail.com

CNA Bookkeeper
Jeanette Eggert

331-1884

jeggert@cu-portland.edu

Layout Editor
Rene Choy
Journalists
George Bruender
Rebecca Wetherby, Calendar
The Concordia News is printed on
40% post-consumer or better paper,
manufactured at a local mill.

Social Community/Committee Chair
Katie Ugolini
449-9690

kugolini@earthlink.net

Wellness Committee Chair
Jason Lindekugel, DC 		

pdxchiroguy@hotmail.com

Media Chair
Rebecca Wetherby

rebecca@happypredicament.com

975-3198

Concordia News Manager Co-Editors
Jessica Dunham
Kunal Mehra
Rebecca Wetherby
975-3198

rebecca@happypredicament.com

Concordia News Business Manager
Matt Redhead
341-0130

cnabusinessmanager@gmail.com

Webmaster
Bob Pallesen		

bob@section314.com

Community Room Scheduler
Anne Rothert
493-1938

arothert@gmail.com

Neighborhood Clean Up
VACANT
Yard Sale
Donna Carrier (Paul)

288-9826

Tree Team
Dove Hotz		

dmc@teleport.com
missdove@alumni.reed.edu

Chair, Concordia Foot Patrol
VACANT
Green Team Chair
VACANT

Home Grown
I wish you the best of the season
and no matter your holiday or if you
celebrate any, let me share one of
my favorite quotes from a collection
of children’s quotes I read a few
years ago. Each year when I get my
new engagement calendar, I write it
on a post-it and stick it on the first
December page. “Love is what’s in
the room at Christmas if you stop
opening presents and listen,” the
wisdom of Bobby, age 7. I hope to see
you at the Concordia Neighborhood
Association party December 1.

shop local
eat fresh

E A S Y & F U N TO S H O P • S E N S I B LY P R I C E D
LO C A L LY O W N E D & O P E R AT E D

CONCORDIA STORE
NE 33rd & Killingsworth Street • Portland OR 97211
503.228.3838 • www.newseasonsmarket.com
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Letters to the Editor

Fernhill Park… continued from page 1

Airport is more boon than boom
I am a four year resident of Concordia
neighborhood and have been amazed at all the
complaining from fellow citizens regarding the
airplanes over our beautiful neighborhood. I
feel the airport and powers that be have been
quite clear and direct about the need to reroute
airplanes on to PDX’s crosswind runway while
the repairs are being done. While this does
create a bit of noise that we would not usually
experience, it is only for a few seconds at a
time, and I feel the airport has made good on
promises to keep the flights to a minimum later
in the evening. In addition to this, I actually
enjoy seeing the airplanes fly overhead; as it’s
something most people don’t get to see every
day. Portland is lucky to have an airport so easily
accessible to most city residents, and I feel that
putting up with a few minutes of noise a day is a
small price to pay for this convenience.

The Parks staff said that they would have
further discussions with PBOT regarding the
parking issues created by large events, but most
particularly the “league play” events that happen
on a frequent basis at the park during summer
weekends. It is noted that the PCC Workforce
Training Center parking lot has been used in the
past as an overflow lot for large events.

Thank you,
David Sander
5916 NE 25th Ave.
iii
Appreciation of Last Thursday
I’d like to thank all of the volunteers and paid
staff who make Last Thursday happen. I have
really been enjoying the new version where
Alberta Street is closed off during the main
hours of the event allowing pedestrians to stroll,
bike, stilt and roller-skate along the street. I am
happy to see that vendors have started to focus
their stands towards the street rather than the
sidewalk, and feel that the event has taken a
turn for the much better. My only wish would
be to see the street closed off earlier, making
it easier for vendors to focus their wares in
one direction rather than have to move as the
evening progresses. I’d suggest closing the street
to traffic @ 6pm.
Again, thanks to everyone who makes this event
possible. It’s truly one of my favorite parts of
living in Portland. I look forward to seeing the
artwork and my friends every month in a festive
atmosphere, and seeing all of the children there
taking in the scene fills my heart with joy!
To the artists!
Albert Kaufman
3286 NE Mason St.
iii
Comments on a letter sent last month
If I were “a writer and musician and quiet and
concentration time at home [was] important to
me,” I would have done a little homework before
moving to an area near an airport. PDX and the
Port of Portland have mandated noise abatement
procedures for airplanes to fly so as to minimize
noise pollution. I feel they have done a good job,
especially with the recent runway closures and
construction projects at the airport. If aircraft
noise is such a problem, one could always move.
But I guess it’s easier for one to complain than
admit a mistake (in moving without adequate
research). Or one could sue the realtor (for failure
to disclose such information)!

The suggestion was made that teams involved
in “league play” and those in charge of large
events at the park go back to the practice of
“policing” their own team members and fans
regarding parking issues. This apparently was
fairly effective in the past.
Lastly, there was some discussion regarding the
Whitaker site and that when the school was
demolished that this took away a major parking
resource for the park. Depending on their future
plans for the site, contact should be made with
the school district to ask their assistance in
helping with the parking issue at Fernhill Park. It
might be a good idea to invite a board member to
a neighborhood meeting to discuss the potentials
here.
Better Understanding and Enforcement of
Contracts for Picnic and Playing Field Uses.
Issue Update: During the Park Bureau meeting
there was much discussion of this issue. The
permitting process is complex. There are two
similar procedures: one for “league play” on the
fields and the second for large events. “League
play” must do so early in the year to reserve
fields for long consecutive periods of time.
“Large events” are on an event by event basis.
The Parks Maintenance Supervisor reviews the
applications and may or may not put restrictions
on large events (150 people or more). They stated
that large event permit applications are reviewed
by the neighborhood group affected (this
item needs a process check by Concordia
Neighborhood). Those applying for “league
play” are not reviewed by the neighborhood
group.
They went on to say that when there are
specific problems with either permitted
events or smaller groups (particularly if a
weekend pattern develops usually in the
summer season) that the Parks Department
wants to be called and told of the issues no
matter the time of day or night.
Some discussion ensued regarding the opening
and closing hours of the park. Currently our
park is open until 12 midnight. Washington
Park closes at 10 p.m. This might be an item that
the Concordia Neighborhood group would want
to consider. The request would be made of the
Director of Parks and Commissioner Nick Fish
who heads this Bureau.
Lastly, they said that they were in the process of
reworking Code language as it pertains to Park
use and would be looking at the concept of “good
neighbor” language in this context. We were
much encouraged by this effort, as will be other
neighborhoods in the same situation.

Bill Revett

Visit us online at concordiapdx.org

Garbage and Refuse in the Park
Issue Update: It was reported that some
additional garbage receptacles were placed on
the playing fields during events. Additional
conversation, study and funding prospects need
to be addressed to move this forward.
Dogs in the Park
Issue Update: As a beginning point, the Parks
Department staff will be writing an article for
all PDX neighborhood newsletters and school
newsletters that remind dog owners of their
responsibilities in parks with off-leash areas
within the park. It is important that users of
the DOLA (Dog Off Leash Areas) understand
the perspective of people in the park that are
affected by this use such as small children in
the playground areas. Further review needs to
be made regarding our suggestion for additional
signage. This issue needs further attention as we
go forward.
Additionally, a Concordia neighbor that uses the
dog park contacted the Committee to complain
about treatment by park rangers is following up
on this issue and also attended a city-wide OffLeash/Dog Park gathering to
discuss improving this use.

Police Activity in the Park
Issue Update: Some discussion during the Parks
staff meeting was accomplished. They encouraged
us to talk with public safety regarding park issues.
It was also suggested that crime prevention be a
topic of a general meeting for the Concordia
Neighborhood group as it pertains to the park
and neighborhood in general. Specifically that
we have the 911 Dispatchers give us a “How To”
regarding when, who and how to call for service.
Blocked Fire Hydrants
Issue Update: The committee contacted the Fire
Department to complain about blocking fire
hydrants and Lieutenant Stew White was very
responsive and had the entire cul-de-sac painted
yellow. The fire hydrant at Ainsworth Street and
37th Avenue was also painted at the same time.
The fire hydrant at 38th Avenue and Simpson
Street is in process.
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Update from Redeemer Lutheran Church
by Muriel Wentzien

This bustling little church has many activities
to offer the public, some of which may be
of common knowledge, but other activities
which may be new to readers. The Northeast
Portland Tool Library loans gardening tools
to the public, the Fruit Tree Project offers
fruit gleaning workshops, and SolTrekker is
an educational group dealing with the use
of renewable energy. These organizations,
as well as Christina’s Preschool Academy,
are all located on the property of Redeemer.
We also host community meetings such as
Growing Gardens and Metropolitan Alliance
for Common Good.
Redeemer sponsored weekly potlucks this
summer on Saturday evenings from 5:30 Pastor Terry Moe accepts the
p.m. to 7 p.m., with the added purpose of Spirit of Portland Award
facilitating discussions to help members of
this community deal with unemployment, indebtedness, and housing. This
fall the potlucks are being held on a biweekly basis.
Enterbeing, an outreach program of the church located on the corner of

Portland Plan Community
Workshop
These community workshops are organized by the City of Portland to
discuss ideas around the Portland Plan. The Portland Plan will be our city’s
strategic plan for the next 25 years, ensuring that Portland is a thriving
and sustainable city and our people are prosperous, healthy and educated.
Residents are invited to these workshops to work together with the City to
discuss challenges, define priorities and guide investments for the future.
All Portlanders are welcome.
WHEN & WHERE:
December 1 (Tuesday)
6:30-9 p.m.
St. Johns Community Center
8427 N Central Street

December 7 (Monday)
6:30-9 p.m.
Wilson High School
1151 SW Vermont Street

December 5 (Saturday)
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Mt. Scott Community Center
5530 SE 72nd Avenue

December 15 (Tuesday)
6:30-9 p.m.
University of Oregon, Old Town
722 SW 2nd Avenue

For more information about the Portland Plan and the workshops,
please contact Marty Stockton at Marty.Stockton@ci.portland.or.us or
503.823.2041, or visit the Portland Plan website at www.portlandonline.
com/portlandplan.

16th Avenue and Alberta Street, hosts a variety of classes and an alternative
spiritual service on Wednesday evenings from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. The Vernon
Neighborhood Association meets at Enterbeing the second Tuesday of every
month. As you can see using the word ‘bustling’ to describe Redeemer is
certainly appropriate.
We are very proud that our lead Pastor, Terry Moe, was honored on
Thursday, November 12, with the Spirit of Portland Award, under the
category of Community Harmony. The Vernon Neighborhood Association
is responsible for submitting his name. Pastor Moe has told us he accepted
the honor on behalf of all the congregants, but we are keenly aware that
any accomplishments would not have been possible without his invaluable
leadership.
In this most difficult economic time, Redeemer Lutheran Church is not
without its own struggles. If you have fond memories, or an appreciation of
the contributions it has made to the community, the church would be most
grateful for any donations.
Blessings to you all from our congregation. Have a safe and joyful holiday
season.
Redeemer Lutheran Church is located at 5431 NE 20th Ave.

Volunteer
The Concordia Neighborhood Association needs more than Board members
and Committee members. As we go through the year and put on community
events, we often need folks on a one-time basis. Examples are the upcoming
holiday party when we need help setting up, cleaning up, etc.; the Concerts
in the Park to ‘man’ the Association table; and the Spring Egg Hunt to hide
eggs in the early chill on a spring morning. If you are interested in these
opportunities and would like to be included on an email blast request, send
your email contact information to arothert@gmail.com

December 2009
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Posadas y Pastorelas: El Centro Milagro’s
Holiday Event
By Patricio Cuevas

Being away from home is always difficult,
especially during the holiday season, when
normally we’d be surrounded by the warmth and
love of family and friends.
It’s my first Christmas away from home — home
being Mexico City, one of the biggest cities in the
world. I decided to venture outside of my comfort
zone, and one month ago, I came to study in
Portland. Living in this beautiful city with its
incredible landscapes reminds me that I will be
far away from my country and the pleasures of
this season, specifically the delicious dishes and
plates offered, such as tamales, romeritos, and the
traditional turkey.
Everything begins with the posadas, traditional
holiday parties which reflect the journey of Mary
and Joseph in the search for refuge before the
birth of Jesus. The posadas are livened up with

traditional songs and villansicos, carol-like songs
which seek to raise spirits by praying the Rosario,
the Rosary. Something that should not be missed
is the breaking of the piñata, which symbolizes
the battle between good and evil. Once broken,
delicious seasonal fruit and candy all come
pouring onto the ground. To keep you warm
during the cold winter night, a punch made of
mandarin oranges, apples, guayaba (guava), and
sugar cane is served hot off the stove.
If you want to be a part of this traditional holiday
celebration, Miracle Theatre Group invites the
whole family to attend the Posada Milagro, to be
held Sunday, Dec. 13 between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.
at El Centro Milagro, 525 SE Stark St.
This community celebration filled with Latin
American traditions is sure to provide a day of
fun for the whole family! Although they were
unable to perform last year due to inclement
weather, Miracle again brought together a select
group of community artists and young actors
along with members of the Teatro Español
ensemble to present a pastorela called “Si Ayer
Fuera Hoy” (“If Yesterday Were Today”), written
by Angel Ignacio Gonzalez Rocha of Mexico
City and directed by Miracle Theatre Group’s
Education and Outreach Coordinator Gabriela
Portuguez. The afternoon’s entertainment will
also feature live music, dance presentations, arts
and crafts workshops, a piñata and, of course,
traditional tamales!
This year’s celebration will once again feature
two performances of the pastorela (2 p.m. and
4 p.m.). Admission to the event is free, but
attendance of the pastorela performances are
limited to ticket-holders only. Free tickets will be
distributed on a first-come, first-served basis at
the theater beginning at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Dec.
13. Guests are encouraged to bring donations of
canned food for the Oregon Food Bank.

Visit us online at concordiapdx.org

Grand Opening

dec 4th
8:30am-6pm

tatheconcordia
Bookmark
university

Tree Team Update
By Dove Hotz

The Concordia Tree Team has been busy with
trainings and event planning. Two members
(Dove Hotz and Barbara Wharton) completed
the fifteen-hour Neighborhood Tree Stewards
Program sponsored by the City of Portland.
We studied tree biology and pruning and
brainstormed potential projects for our
neighborhood--such as preparing an inventory
of trees in the Concordia area, participating in
the 2010 Sunday Parkways, or creating a map
of Trees of Fernhill Park. A big upcoming event
is the annual Friends of Trees planting for our
neighborhood, scheduled this year for March 27,
2010. Please visit the Friends of Trees web site
(www.friendsoftrees.org) for more information,
to sign up for a street or yard tree, or to volunteer.
The Tree Team normally meets every first
Thursday of the month at six in the New Seasons
dining area. However, in December we will be
meeting in the Community Room at Concordia
University for an arboreal slide show presented
by Jim Gerbasch. The potential for tree-related
activities in our neighborhood is limitless, so
please contact us at missdove@alumni.reed.edu
or concordiatreeteam@yahoo.com to get involved.

Small Home
Oregon
503.201.6635
.net

Small Home Construction & House Plan Sales

Walt Quade... wquade@comcast.net

smallhomeoregon.net teardrop.smallhomeoregon.net greenhomeoregon.net

dec 5th
10am-5pm

Come Join us for
20% Discount on all
Refreshments!
trade books,
clothing, and gifts!

Delicious Cookies,
beverages, and more!

Kids Activities!

Live Music!

reading adventure
Friday, Dec 5th
from 11am-12pm
5949 ne 30th portland, or 97211

Friday, Dec 4th 5-7pm

Prizes!

win fabulous gifts and giveaways in ourdrawing!
phone:503.493.4303

Handyman Services
Specializing in your “Honey Do” list
General home repairs • Maintenance
Small remodel • Restoration

Jobs by Rob, llc

503 . 789 . 8069

jobsbyrob.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

CCB# 177552
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The Little Red School House: Where Do They All Come From?
By Don Gire, Faubian PTA President

In 1962 the Beatles hit “Eleanor Rigby” asked
the question, “Where do they all come from?,”
in reference to “all the lonely people.” For some
reason I was hearing that old tune in my head as
I walked the halls of Faubion K-8 the other day
after the PTA Koffee Klatch. No lonely people
for sure, but all those busy adults rushing from
room to room, reading with kids in the library,
signing in as volunteers in the office, giving
kids a class on cooking in a make-shift hallway
kitchen and standing in that endless line to
make photocopies: where do they all come from?

And, as the Thanksgiving holiday would have
it, I found the motivation to pen my monthly
Concordia News article and maybe even a repeat
for the Barker Newsletter right there in the halls.
Here’s thanks to “all those people” that do the
little extras to help make the unique Faubion
experience what it is…

Sure, as PTA president, I more than know the
400-plus students, principal LaShawn and her
faithful sidekick “Miss Penny,” our awesome
group of thirty or so teachers & staff. But these
other folks? They seemed older and younger, had
a variety of colored and decorated nametags,
looked like they meant business and were all
smiling, even on that rainy day!

• Julie Beitzel & Renee Carr from OSU’s Pryamid
of Power Program showing our kids the
advantages of good nutrition in the classroom
and with a mean Chili cook-off. healthyrecipes.
oregonstate.edu

It turns out that we have a lot of “outside help”
here at Faubion. Great connections that go the
extra mile in giving our kids that extra bit of
interplay and knowledge beyond the teacher’s
yardstick. So I chatted with Penny and with T. J.
Fuller (our school’s SMS & principal intern) to find
the answers, so that old song would silence itself.

• Teachers’ helpers. Friends and neighbors of
Kristin, T.J., Martha and others who just help
out in their friend’s classroom from time to
time.

• Christie Griffin and a host of reader volunteers
poring over books with their handpicked kids in
one-on-one library sessions for Start Making A
Reader Today. (SMART) www.getsmartoregon.
org
• SUN Community School, Ashley Coltin and
her ranks of volunteer Concordia students,
neighborhood volunteers and helpers that make
our SUN shine so brightly.

• The fabulous Concordia University connection.
Faubion’s ace in the hole (being on adjacent
campuses) with some fourteen freshman
students engaged with our kids as tutors, and
seven dedicated third- and fourth-year CU
College of Education student teachers on staff.
And more. What a great reciprocal partnership!
• And, of course, the PTA. Don, Sharai, Paige,
Jane, Shamekia, Calley, Jenny, Michele, Ali,
Rebecca and others sifting through the cookie
dough, sticking up signs and posters, setting up
the Book Fair and all the other things they do
to support the school.
“Look at all those people – where do they all come
from?”: Concordia Neighborhood and Faubion
thanks you.

Music Scholarship Available
•
•
•
•
•
•

Piano
Voice
Guitar
Composition
Preschool Classes
Parent & Baby
Music & Movement

ClassiCal, Jazz
& PoP styles
lessons available in private,
semi-private, & group

Pfeifer MusicWerks Studio in NE Portland is
now accepting applications for music lesson
scholarships for new students. Scholarships are
available for piano, voice, guitar, violin, viola,
cello, string bass, composition, or percussion.
Scholarships are available to students in the
Portland metro area based on talent or financial
need. There are four scholarships for financial
need and two for talent. Application deadline for

all scholarships is December 5, 2009, and talent
auditions will be held Monday and Tuesday,
December 14 and 15, 2009.
MusicWerks Studio is pleased to offer this
scholarship opportunity to the Portland
community! For more information or to receive
an application call the MusicWerks Studio
at 503-287-5028 or visit our website www.
MusicWerksStudio.com

Food Resources

Compiled by Jessica Dunham and Rebecca Wetherby
You may not even know you have a hungry
neighbor, but with shift and job cutbacks those
winter bills can take a big bite out of the food
budget. But, if you are lucky enough to be getting
by, here are a few ways you can help out not far
from home.

You can also volunteer at the Oregon Food
Bank. Gather some friends, co-workers, and your
family and organize a day to volunteer some
time at the food bank. Call ahead to find out
when volunteers are needed most and make a
commitment to spend a few hours helping.

Bishops Barbershop (on NE Alberta) and Radio
Cab are accepting monetary donations for The
Turkey Project, providing Thanksgiving meals
to needy families. www.bishopsbs.com/press/
mohawks-turkeys

MeRae’s at 5852 NE 42nd Ave. is collecting items
for the Sunshine Division. They collect food as
well as hygiene items (including toilet paper).

Clean out your pantry. The Food Bank is near
our neighborhood (NE 33rd Avenue just North
of Columbia) and a donation would be easy to
make. Walgreens, New Seasons, US Bank and
Destination Realty (on NE 22nd) in partnership
with Rose City Mortgage have barrels for
collecting food in our neighborhood.
Currently the Food Bank is in need of the
following: canned meats, canned soups, chili,
stew, boxed cereal, boxed dishes like macaroni
and cheese, peanut butter, canned or dried,
beans/peas, canned fruit, 100% fruit juice in
cans, bottles or boxes.

Redeemer Lutheran Church is hosting potlucks
first and third Saturdays of every month this fall
and winter from 5:30 – 7 p.m. It is all right if you
cannot be exactly on time. They would like to see
you there no matter what. Along with sampling
your neighbors best idea about food you can
join in on important conversations ranging
from the employment situation, unemployment
insurance, job hunting, housing issues, etc.
Redeemer Lutheran Church is located at 5431
NE 20th Ave.
If you know of other resources to give or receive
help, please send them to concordianews@yahoo.
com. We will publish them in our next issue.
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Educational Waffles
importance of conserving resources
and reducing impact on the
environment.

By Anne Rothert

I have been so lucky to be able to
volunteer for the Oregon SMART
(Start Making A Reader Today)
Program. I just started my fifth
year at Faubion Elementary School
and it is great to be back. For just
over an hour total once a week,
I read with two kids, each for a
half-hour. The benefits are huge
for me, the kids, the school, and
the neighborhood. Helping improve
reading skills is an obvious plus.
You will quickly be known by many
of the kids in the school, not just
the kids you read with each week.
It is a blast to be recognized by
them when you are at the grocery
store or out walking. The effect is
that children have more adults in
their lives, if only in a nominal way.
They know more adults care about
them and are in their world. They
also know more adults are paying
attention to what they are doing.
The ripple effect makes this a better
community for all of us. If you have
an hour a week you can spare, go to
www.getsmartoregon.org and sign
up to start reading. We have two
schools in Concordia, Faubion and
Vernon, that both need readers. Or
there may be a school close to your
workplace that would be easier for
you. Some employers even build an
hour of SMART into the employee’s
day. Check it out; you will love it!

Located at Northeast Alberta Street
and 23rd Avenue, Solar Waffle
Works is a nonprofit project that
helps high school graduates gain
independent living skills and
vocational training.
The young adults involved are part
of the PPS Community Transition
Program, which helps recent
graduates transition to life after
high school.
Corinne Thomas-Kersting, CTP
administrator, says Solar Waffle
Works benefits students by making
them active partners in the creation
and management of a socially
responsible start-up.
“This project gets them out of the
classroom and into the real world,”
Thomas-Kersting says. “That
hands-on experience is incredibly
valuable.”
Students designed the cart, which
is a small blue trailer, from start
to finish: They helped create
the business plan, the logo,
the marketing concepts and the
menu, and worked on preparing

it for service. They work in the
cart preparing and serving food,
and assist with accounting and
advertising.
Hours are 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday. Weekday
revenue supports the Community
Transition Program.
The cart is the result of a partnership
between PPS and SolTrekker,
a Northeast Portland-based
nonprofit dedicated to renewable
energy education. A solar panel
array on the cart’s roof supplies
much of its power.
“It’s about a lot more than CTP
students learning how to flip
waffles,” says Allison Hintzmann,
a CTP transition specialist who
envisioned and co-created Solar
Waffle Works with students
and SolTrekker. “This fosters
entrepreneurship while also
teaching skills that will make them
more employable.”
In addition to job training, Solar
Waffle Works emphasizes the

SolTrekker provided the trailer
and added plumbing and solar
components. It also contributed
labor, funds and materials. Funding
also came from PPS and the Spirit
Mountain Community Fund.
Ty Adams, founder and board
chairman of SolTrekker, says
his organization didn’t need any
convincing to participate.
“This is a project that’s not just
unique to Portland, but one that is
unique nationwide,” Adams says.
“It’s definitely the tastiest project
we’ve ever been a part of.”
More on Community Transition
Program
The
Community
Transition
Program helps young adults achieve
the greatest degree of independence
and quality of life as they transition
to life after high school; functions
include integrating young adults
into the community, increasing
their access to social and leisure
activities and making appropriate
referrals to other services and
agencies.
All information and photos from
Portland Public Schools: (503) 9163304, email at pubinfo@pps.k12.
or.us

Want to write for the Concordia News?
Send your articles, poems, letters to the editor, love letters, etc. to: ConcordiaNews@yahoo.com

Remodel. Relax.
At Square Deal Remodeling,
our experience will carry the
day. Our responsive staff, and
award-winning designers make
your remodeling experience
as relaxing as possible.
Call us now at 503.254.4156
to get your free guide, “10
Common Remodeling Mistakes
& How to Avoid Them”.

REMODELING IN YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD
SINCE 2004
★
★

www.squaredealremodel.com
CCB#: 79188 • WA#:SQUARDR012QQ

PLUMBING DIVISION

www.recrafthome.com • 503.680.0939
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • CCB #160319

Specializing in older homes
Old world craftsmanship,
new world technology

★

Kitchen and bath remodeling

★

Installation of new water mains

★

Replacing old water lines
inside home

★

Discounts for Concordia residents

★

Free estimates on large jobs
CCB #166971

503-493-7000
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November 29

WHEN: 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Stacey Bunton
WHAT: Opening reception at Hail
Mary for Stacey Bunton. Inspired
by things in daily life, Stacey uses
beads, fabric and mixed media
in her work. Opens Nov. 27, runs
through December.

WHERE: Concordia University,
Hagen Center

WHEN: 3 – 6 p.m.
WHERE: 2928 NE Killingsworth St.

December 1
World AIDS Day
WHAT: A fundraiser breakfast held
at Portland’s only HIV Day Center
held on World AIDS Day. There is
no cost to attend the breakfast; a
collection will be taken. The keynote
speaker will be Multnomah County
Chair Ted Wheeler.
All contributions go towards
sustaining the HIV Day Center,
which is celebrating 20 years of
service as the only HIV drop-in
center serving greater Portland’s
most vulnerable, low income, HIVpositive individuals.
For reservations, contact Cathleen
Prostak by Nov. 23 at (503) 4603822 or hivcenter@emoregon.org.

December 3
Tree Slide Show
WHAT: Jim Gerbasch will present
educational slides about tree
species and their best planting
placements. This is presented in
conjunction with Friends of Trees
and Concordia’s impending ordering
deadline.

Also, shop at Frock on Alberta on
Dec. 5 and they will donate 10
percent of their sales to Mercy
Corps

WHERE: Concordia University
Community Room, enter at the
library.

Mercy Corps works to alleviate
suffering, poverty and oppression
throughout the world by helping
people build secure, productive and
just communities. Milagros and all
the vendors at the Holiday Bazaar
will be donating 10 percent of their
sales to support Mercy Corps. Find
out more about Mercy Corps at
mercycorps.org.

December 4 – 5

WHEN: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Bookstore Grand Opening

WHERE: 5433 NE 30th Ave.

WHAT: The long-awaited opening
of the Bookmark will be celebrated
with music on Friday evening and
kids’ activities on Saturday. The
Bookmark will be the University’s
bookstore, but also hopes to give
the neighborhood a convenient
place to buy books.

Sharing Ideas: Grassroots
Projects Started by Neighbors
WHAT: Community Outreach of
Our United Villages is hosting a
panel presentation and discussion.
This is an opportunity to learn about
inspiring grassroots community
building projects from a panel of
local organizers. Ask questions and
learn from their experiences. See
possibilities for replicating similar
projects in your own neighborhood.

WHEN: 7 – 9 p.m.

WHEN: 5 – 7 p.m. on Friday, 11
a.m. – noon on Saturday

WHEN: 7:30 – 8:30 a.m.

WHERE: 5949 NE 30th Ave.

WHERE: Concordia University,
Hagen Center, second floor, 2811
NE Holman St. Parking at NE 27th
Avenue and Holman Street.

December 5

Holiday Party
WHAT:
Neighborhood
fete
celebrating the holiday season.
Delicious Mexican food and
traditional music. See front page
article.

and families are very welcome. In
addition to being a fun community
event, the Holiday Bazaar is a
fundraiser for Mercy Corps.

Crafty Mamas Holiday Bazaar
WHAT: Held at Milagros Boutique,
the bazaar will feature a wide variety
of locally-made goods, including
clothes, jewelry, toys, and more by
local vendors. There will also be
complimentary refreshments, art
activities for the kids and more.
Admission to the event is free

If you have any questions please
contact Vanessa Patterson at
outreach@ourunitedvillages.org or
(503) 546-7499
WHEN: 12:30 – 3:30 p.m.
WHERE: New Columbia Community
Education Center, 4625 N Trenton
St.
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December 6th
Anniversary Party
WHAT: Doggy Business celebrates
one year of caring for our canine
neighbors!
WHEN: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
WHERE: 4905 NE 42nd Ave.

December 9
Sound Roots Rookie Rock
WHAT: Sound Roots’ Rookie
Rock is a fun and upbeat musical
environment for both parents and
their babies or preschool age kids.
Sing and play along with modern
music of all genres that adults can
enjoy and children can embrace.
Space is limited, go early to ensure a
spot. For more info, contact Sound
Roots at sundaymorning08@gmail.
com, (503) 282-9999
WHEN: 10 a.m.
WHERE: Milagros Boutique, 5433
NE 30th Ave.

December 12
Storytelling
WHAT: The Portland Storytellers
invite the public (ten years and
older) to a performance of stories
to ward off winter chills. Masterful
storytellers: Lynn Fike, Rick Huddle,
Sarah Hauser and Ray Dalen will
present a program called “All on a
Winter’s Night”. There is a suggested
donation of five dollars per person
or ten for a family. More info about
the Storytellers Guild can be found
at www.portlandstorytellers.org
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: The Kennedy School at
McMenamin’s Pub

Ninth Annual Little Things Show
by Rebecca Wetherby

Last December, when my boss said he wanted a small piece of art for Christmas, I was a bit flustered. Art is
definitely a matter of personal taste. Luckily, the Little Things Show had several wonderful pieces that I thought he
would like and I settled on a beautifully glazed acorn. It was a big success and just the price I had in mind. Not to
mention, with the streets covered in snow, shopping couldn’t have been more convenient. I encourage everyone to
peruse Guardino’s creative emporium.
Forty-two artists were given the challenge to create artwork that would be no larger than 7”x7” (square/cube).
While most of the artists in the show are accustomed to working on a far larger scale, they have responded with
enthusiasm. The artwork that will be shown is as varied as the artists. A
wide variety of mediums will be represented: paintings, clay, glass, resin,
Below: Alisa Looney, powdered coated metal
encaustic, metal, wood, photography and mixed media.
Little Things 9 will be exhibiting from November 27th until December
27th. The opening reception is on the Friday after Thanksgiving starting at
6 p.m. Guardino’s hours are Tuesday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., Wednesday through
Saturday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Guardino Gallery is
at 2939 NE Alberta and on the web at guradinogallery.com

Top: Chris Haberman, “Home Sun Grown” acrylic
painting; Bottom: Ingrid Hendrix, ceramic

